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n"For ghe past 10 years, during which spray fire-
proofing came to be extensively used, it was not
uncommon to see extensive snowfalls of agbestos-
containing material over widespread areas of New
York and other metropolitan cities, In some cases
the fireproofing was even done with no attempt to
enclose the spray area by tarpaulins or other means.*
(136) gampling around construction sites where
extensive spraying of asbestos fireproofing was
in progress demonstrated a significant contribution
to asbestos air pollution, In some instances
chrysotile asbestos levels approximately 10 times
npackground® were observed. A few months after thils
report was made, the use of sprayed asbestos insu-
jation was totally banned in Boston and Chicago and
gseverely restricted 1In New York, Los Angeles, Detroit
and Philadelphia (138),.

Another suspected significant source of asbestos
fiber was abrasion of brake linlngs. Lynch examined
the emissions from automobile brake wear and found
that practically all of the fiber was destroyed by
the heat of friction (139).

Schulg and Williams (115) analyzed 51 different
samples of commercial talc and found tremolite as-
bestos present in greater than trace amounts in 17.

In fact, three of the talcs were composed 80% of



tremolite., Wright stated that (140) ntalc provides
a potent source at least equivalent to that of
agbestos for supplying respirable gized flbers that
could produce ferruginous bodies, It 1is difficult
to concelve of a better way of having fibers inhaled
than the use of cosmetic talcum powders." This line
of thought is contradicted by results of the many
gtudies of asbestos body prevalence in populations.
These have established that asbestos bodles are more
prevalent in males; and 1n individuals with numerous
asbestos bodles 1t was usually in men with agsumed
occupational exposure to asbestos. Talc, with or
without jnclusion of tremolite agbestos, may be harm-
ful, but there 1s no evidence to ahow that it is 2
cause of disease to the extent that the major forms
of asbestos are.

Conclusion

gelikoff and coworkers (141) estimated that
there are fewer than 100,000 workers regularly
using asbestos in the construction trades in the
United States. Yet more than 3,000,000 other build-
ing trade employees work in the same gtructures. A
large number of workmen have similar jndirect occu-
pational exposure in shipyards (142). 1In addition,

there are people with family and neighborhood exposures.
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