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TO Charles Parnell DATE August 11, 1989

SUBJECT
FROM Max Hekma}:/W EDC

The current Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) Standard for occupational exposure to Ethylene Dichloride (EDC), is 350
PPM (8-hour time-weighted average). As you know, this value will be changed to
1 PPM as of September 1, 1989. Industry musc comply with the new standard.

The question that arose due to the change of the standard is whether or not air
purifying respirators could be used. Recently this question has been answered.
The use of air purifying respirators has been granted by OSHA.

A half-face or full-face air purifying respirator can be used in the work place.
Half-face respirators have a protection factor of 10. This means the respirator
can be used in an environment of 10 or less parts per million (PPM) of EChY13£3
Dichloride for 8 hours, and up to 20 PPM for short term exposure.

On the other hand, a full-face air purifying respirator will provide a
protection factor of 50, which can be used by employees in an environment of 50
PPM or lower concentrations of EDC, and up to 100 PPM for short term exposure.

I would like to remind you that the cartridge replacement is a very critical
element in assuring effective protection. Respirator cartridges must be changed
routinely (as needed). When not in use, all equipment must be stored in a clean
and dry location.
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