CEMENT/ASBESTOS PRODUCTS COMPANY
Sales Offices, 2144 Highland Avenue, South / Birmingham, Alabama 35205 * Phone 205 * 324-4551

January 12, 1968

Mr. Charles F. Barber

American Smelting and Refining Company
120 Broadway

New York, N. Y. 10005

Dear Chuck:

_ Please find enclosed clippings from the Nashville paper
dated August 6, 1967, August 18, August 22, October 20, October 22, -
November 8 (2 articles), November 30, early December, December 11, ’
December 12, and December 13, 1967. Also various articles as
furnished by J=M, and two articles from Mike Messell to me, all
pertaining to the same subject. E

As you will see in reading, this thing started*oat with
newspaper publicity reflecting on the people responsible for
purchasing pipe in Nashville and all the cancer propaganda apparently
came as a direct result of the newspaper attack.

Hoping this will give you a deeper insight into the problems
as we see them,

Sincerely,

o

S. D. Weaver
Vice President & General Manager

SDW/gj

Enclosures

NYO-1/19/68-Copied for: MiMessel - w/encs.
KWNelson "non
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Manufacturers of PERMAFLEX Water and Sewer Pipe
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By JIM SQUIRES
Staff Correspondent
NEW YORK -- There is no
cvidence to support a recent
statement by a Nashville doc-
tor that use of asheslos—ce-
mant water pipe might cause

. cancer, a nnled cancer ree

secarcher said here yosterday,
Dr. George Wright, chair.

JASTIVILLE TENNESSEAN
DECEMBER 12, 1967

a

man af The Institute for Oce |

cupational and Environmental
Health, said he did not think

. such a relationship *'will ever

- . be established.”

.

WRIGHT, TEAD of the de-

* partment of medical rescarch
- in internal medicine at St.
. Luke's lospital in Cleveland,

Ohio. said a letter from Dr.

- James Snell, an assistant pro-

fessor at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity ‘schoel of medicine, sug-
gesting such a relationship
“apparcntly ariscs out of an

incomplete perspective”  of -

. the problem,

Wrizht spoke to nine Mctro
councilmen here to tour a’

! Johns-Manville plant in New-
.- ark, N.J., a manufacturer of *

ashestos-cement pipe.

Sncll sent a Ictter last
month to Meclro watcrworks
director Rohert L., Lawrenco
supporling Lawrence's decie
sion to prohibit asbestor-cee

{Turn to Page 12, Column 1) *

* Lawrence
~ ment manufacturers to bid be-
© cause the product is less ex-
- pensive thau the cast iron pipe
." now being used.

{Continued From I'age Oue)
ment mamfactivers from hid.
dirg on Mciro watcrpipe pur-
- chases.

The council commitlce on

phirchasing had suggestied that
aliow ashestos-ce.

SNELI, WROTE that ashes-
tos is a known causc of can

,cer and can_contaminale
. drinking water. The physician

“said he did not believe this

fact had been hrought to the
" attention of the US. Public
Health Secrvice.

Wright, an adviscr tn the
U.S. Public Health Scrvice,
said the asbestos.cement pipe
industry had long been aware
of a link hetween certain
types of asbestos fibers and
lung cancer and wilh Me-
sothclioma, a rarc malignant
turmnor. found on the luag cov-
cring and the gastrointestinal
tract. .

He pointed out, however,
that ashestosis (a lung tissue
discase) and lung cancer are

. caused only by inhalation of
certain  ashestos  [ibers in

"“large amounts and over long

periods of time, .
MESOTUELIOMA, he sm(!.
has never hecn linked posi-

tively with swallowed |

. amounls of ashestos and is
“extremely rare.” .
“Evidence of rescarch indi-
cates that virtually everyone
is cxposed to asbestos fibers,”
he said. “In facl, it would ap-

pear rcasonablc to assume |

that ‘there is no such Uhing
as not having been’ exposed.

1 mere cxposure is a cause,

we would all have it.”

Wright cited widesprpad use

of asbestos fibers in” insula.

" tion, clectrical wiring and
-slove.quens and luaslers.

+ purchases, e

- fiber, but the incidence of

** cancer has actually fallen

off.,” Wright said.
Wrigit said asheslos-cement

pipe, consisting of 20% as- -

bestos  fiber, has heen in
waler systems in some arcas
for as long as 30 vears. In
many instances, he said,
there is na cvidence of wear
in these pipes to release as-
hestos fiher,

*Alter this many years of
experience, il lhese fibers
were to be a source of Mceso-
“helioma — a dramatic tumor
— it would b2 known," Wright
stated.

*“THIS WOULD nol cscape.
This is not a new point of in-

]

TITYTHERET1ST A great up- -
~ .- swing in the use of asbestos

 Asbstos Pipe,
it Cancer Tie Hi

lerest to the industey,” he |

adred.

Wright said manufacturers .

of asbestos, products were
among the. first to discover
its possihle:hiological cffects
and haveigpent “niillions of
dollars™ ir¥ the (ield.

The doctor said he is pre-
paring :a” written answer to
Snell’s statement.

+. "I don't know Sncll or his
background in this area,”
* Wright said, “but no doctor

: is knowledgeable in all arcas.

»» T have spenl much of my life

* -in this field, and ¢ven [ am
* «s.not.”

* SNELL WROTE Lawrence
+Nov. 14, stating he would
consider the use of asbestos-
cement pipe “a medical haz-
ard of significant degree™ un-
til the U.S. Public Health Scr-

vice -had checked it out com- )

pletely.

Officials of the Johns-Man- ‘

ville Co., asked ahout this yes-
terday, said the Public Health
Service is among its custo-
mers.

“We have sold them thou-
sands of fect of pips,” said
+ Jay Baker, product manager.
“I feel certain we will scll
them much more.”

THE COUNCILMEN are

ot
'
'

scheduled to tour the manue -

facturing plant and resecarch

center today. The company |

claims its product will save
'Melro $300,000 a ycar on pipo

. )
LRE I

.
PRETE |
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Ly JIM SQUIRES
Staft Correspandent

NEW YORK=Fizht Metro
councilmen recominended yus-
terday that waterworks  di-
rector Robert L. Lawrence
altow mannlacturers of ashes-

. tos-ccment  pipe to bid on
Metro pipe purchases.

The councilmen urged that
the bans against the firins be
deopped after a tour .of the

. Newark, N.i., plant of Johns-

. Alansville Corp.. a manuluc-
tuwrer of the asbestos-cement
product.

“rr"S A SHAME that a
.product this good has been
kept out of the bidding,” said
Councilman Frank Griffin. I

sce no reason why these
manufacturers cannot be
- given the opportunity to bid
for our business."

James [.aPenna, chairman
of the council purchasing com-
mittee, said the tour of the

-+ Johns-Mansville [facility pro-
- duced ‘“‘overwhelming  evi-
- dence  that  asbestos-cement
pine is a quality product and
widely used throughout the
- world.”

Joining Griflin and LaPenna
in the recommendation were
Councilmen  Martin - Garrelt,
John Fox, Mansficld Douglas,

Y{ETVIIvES '1 7-

A

- John Driver, Farl Shacklett |

~and Rubcrt_ MeBride.

_ A NINTH councilman mak-
ing the trip, Tom Sharp, said
he would make no rccommen-
dation concerning the product
pending further investigation.
Sharp said he waunted to learn
as much abont the cast iron
water pipe now being used by
Metro as he lcarncd about the
asbestos-ccment product dur-
ing the two-day visit here.
The councilmen toured the
facility at the invitalion of
Johns-Manville officials at no
expense to Metro soverament.
The, licm had previously told

the purchasing committee it -
was being excluded (vom bid- :

ding because of Lawrence's
appositien to the wse of asbes.
tos-cement pipe.

The purchasing committee

has been investicating Melro's-

pipe purchasing practices

(Tura to Page 15, Columa 1) °

. not matter."”

- m——-

-"..J:C'iOS s
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ASRIRY*ANX]

(Continued From Page One)

sice a probe by Till NASI-
VILLYE, TENXNESSZAN dis-
ciosed that a single cast iron
manufacturcr has gotten all ©
Melro water pine business in
the last four ycars.

i

]

¥

THE FIRM, JAMES . Clow l-
& Son, was successful low bid- ;

der on all .pipe contracts,

while its three majar competi- |,

tors were cqually successful in
the state’s other major citics.

Griflfin and LaDlenna, alter
viewing quality and durability |
tests of the ashestos-cement
pipe, said it is *“apparent’”
Melro has been “victimized
by a lack of true competition
among cast iron pipe com-
panics.” .

Comparing list prices of
asbestos-cement and cast iron
pipes, LaPenna estimated
Metro can save $325.000 over
the next 13 months by allow-
ing asbestos-cement manufac-
tucers to bid against cast iron
companics.

“I am not saying we should
swileh entirely to asbeslos-
cement or that one product is
superior,” he said. "It is my
personal fecling the two pro-
ducts are comparable and all
vendors should be allowed to
bid.” '

LAPENNA SAID councilmen
who tourcd the plant will pre-
sent their findings to the full
purchasing committce later
this month. The commillce
will make recoinmendations to
the council.

Commenls {rom nther coune
cilmen concerning ashcstos-
cement pipe were:

John Fox: I think these
firms have a pood product’
and should be allowed to bid. .

If instailed to specifications,
the nature of the terrain will

‘think we should let the cea-

“of this asheslos-cement ma-

e —— o —— —

- there are places where as-

t.es VI

y

-_".\Tgrtin Garrelt: *Qur big-'
gest problem is selling it to
Me.: Lawrence. 1 personally

tractors buy the pipe and that
both cast iton and ashestos-
cement companics be allowed
to.lry for the business.

John Driver: 1 was amazéd
at the strength and quality

—

terial, especially after what
we had heard locally. 1 think

the company should have the 3

privilege of competitive bid-
dmg With expenscs continu-
ing to go up, it is advantagc-
ous to us to save tax moncy.’
Mansflield Douglas: “[ was
quile impressed and am con-
vinced that the pipe is sul-
ficient to carry water under
the stress and strain antici-
pated in Metro’s system. [
sce no teaon why these com-
panies are not allawed to bid,”
Rohert McBride: U fecl

hestos-cement might not work ?
in the local system. At the
same time there are nlaces
where it will do the job as
good as cast ivon and at a
much lower cost. With a
walcr-sewer expansion pru-
gram as large as ours, this is
a good place for us to save a,
-substantial amount of money.’ \

P —— v ——— " —
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Councilimen To Go
On Pipe Plant Tour |

iy MM SQUIRES ;SEAN  which  disclnsed that ,
Nine Melro councilmen will ene cast ivon pipe company,!s
leave today for a woday in- JAmes B. Clow & Sons, has won!"
_ . ’ .o _kicvcry Mztro pipe coniract in!:
5!’3‘5(10"‘ ‘"“"‘ "fl lh;- ‘r""“’\‘;' ithe last four years, '
N, plant o the Juhns-Man-} o o . " R
ville Cu., & l'um,n‘ul'nclul-.c;-‘o( as-;“.:,rrglflb;;idlalin;?di'ltc')l;::zst'i’;‘;';f- .
bestos-cemerit - waler .pu?\.. ition disclused, Clow Ras gottents
The pipe fivm has invited the g1 Metw pipe business, while!.
l;l_\\'makc.-rs in an effort to cun~3'i|,5 Lwo  major eompelitors have!:
vince them that the cheaper as-heen equully successtul in;
Lestus-centent  product i3 an Chaltanooga and Memphis and!
adequate  substitute  foc thedjy  small towns surrounding
costly cast iven now being used Nushville, :
in Mectro’s water system, { Clow has beca the Inw bidder
THE COMPANY claimis.i" .'.\'ashvillc o every cmgtra'cl.
Melro can save $300,000 an-;Yhile at Lne same tlime bidding:
nually by buying asbcstns-',h'g'} on similar pipe in othery
cement pipe. areas of the stale. At {he same: -
time, companics hidding high

- v d—————

{tarmed and the probe launched!Associalion,

Robert L. Lawrence, Metre ;o Nashyille consistently under-f
waterworks dircctor, has on- g Clow in towns as close as
sistenlly refused to allow as-'ypefceechoro and Columbia..®
bestag-cament pipe companies = [ apopna has proposed wid&n"l
to bid on government Put-in. shecifications to allow com-

chases. Ife declined the invita- petition between cast iron and
tion to touc the plaat. _ .asbestos-cemient manufacturers.;

Making the trip ave Council-y Lawrence has refused lo do,
men James LaPenna, Frank:this, saying he has no intention’
Griffin, Earl Shacklett, Mans-iuf accepting an asbestos-cement’
field Douglas, Martin Garrett,!company bid no mattcr how low'.
Thomias Stiarp, Johu-Fox, Rob-'the price. ) 5
ert McBride and Joha Driver. ; ] ‘l‘ - ‘ .

LaPenna is chairman of the; AT THE LAST council 5CS-y
council’'s *“walchdog” commit-;>"" A i
tee on purchasing which is nowlwm‘:h claimed to show the su.

tee on pur vaicn |
:;:’:sﬁs'.ga“"g Metro’s pipe pur paved with asbestos-cement, !

3 ) The pamphlet was prepared;
THE ‘COM MUY TEE wasiby the Cast Iron Pipe Research,

following an investigation by| The councilmen will return‘in
THE NASHVILLE TENNES-INashville tomorcaw night. |

PR Lo

sivn, he dislributed a pamphilet:. |

iperior strength of castiron com-; -~
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-~



Z@%M rrya

v

Councnl Invited

. To N.Y. Pipe qi'udy

Members of the Metropnli-

tan Council have been invited
" to go to New York next month

“.to study the possibilily of
" using asbestos cement pipe
for Mctro’s water system, it

was announced ycslerday.
Councilman James J. lLa-

‘Penna, chairman of the coun-

_ cil's special “watchdog™ com-

mittee for government pur-

, chases, said the invitation had

-

1
[

been extended by the Johns-
Manville Co. which maintains
a rescarch center just outside
New York.

LaPcnna’s committee voled
to take the trip to determine
if the pipc would be fcasible
for use here.

“THIS WILL be a work trip '

and it will not be an enter-
tainment one,” LaPenna told
the council. He said it had
becn cstimated Metro would
save $250,000 a year by using
“the pipe instcad of cast iron
pipe.

For the past 41= years Metro
has bougnt all its cast iron
pipe from a single concern—
Clow and Sons — which has
cousistently submitted the low
bid.

LaPenna said all members
of the council as well as rep-
resenlatives of the mayor's
office and the waterwarks de-
_ partment were invited to
. make the trip Dee. 11-12.
Johns-Manville, which manu-
factures the pipe, will fly the
councilmen to and from New

York in a company-owned
airplanc.

COUNCILMAN Richard
Taylor attacked the invitation
on the council floor, saying,
“This is ridiculous . . . this
is sciting a horrible precedent
to offcc to take the whale
council and the press and
television to New York."”

He said his committee had .
considered the pipe and had -
recommended Melro continue .
to usc cast iron pipe., Baylor -

said it might he proper for
LaPcnna lo make thef trip,
but not a large group:”
“Why do they want:lo take
vou all if they dom’t” expect

something in return?" he

asked.

COUNCILMAN Sanders
Anglea said he [felt council
mcmbers should sce the pro-
duct for themscives,

**We're down here criticizing
this product when we don't
know anything about it. Those
who have been criticizing it
ought to go up there and sce
if what they have had to say
is correet,” he said.

Councilman Frank Griffin
said he agreced with Anglea,
adding, “T read about depart-

- ment heads being in Hawaii,

in Dallas, in Washinaton, just
ahout everywhere. But when
it comes time [or a council-
man to go anywhere, there is
no money available.

Councilman Mansfield Doug-
las {1l said he [elt as many
councilmen as possible should
Jaccept the company’s offer.
-

r
- R vt — e e - o
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Lawrence

Raps Pipe

Proposals

By DICK BATTLE .
Robert L. Lawrence Jr., Mct-'
ro dircctor of water and scw-
crage scrvices, said today in
his opinion “there is no com-
parison between  asbestos-ce-
/ment pipe and cast iron pipe.”

Nationally rccognized as onc
of the country's outstanding wa-
ler system authoritics, Law-
rence blasted proposals by Coun-
cilman James LaPenna lo
changc pipc spccifications to al-
low asbestos-ccment pipe anu-
facturers to bid against cast
iron pipe producers to force
lower bids on iron pipe.

LaPenna was quoted as stat-
ing following Tuesday night's
council session that he was *“not
suggesting that Metro switch to
the asbestos-cement' but should
merely rewrite specifications to|s

(Plcase Turn to Page 6, Col. 6)i(
. G I ARt oe i) 0

lence and

"|scheme for pushing down bids

-allow the asbestos-cement peo-

.|scientiously :
chase of this pipe if it comes;j
-lin on the low bid. As far as I'm

‘lwe have no intention of chang-

| T ¢
Lawrence \§\

{Continued From First Page)

ple to bid.

Not Cmnparnble

Lawrence said ‘'asbestos-ce-
ment pipe is obviously not com-
parable to cast iron, particularly
for use in our rocky soil. Iis
strength is much less than cast
iron and it would be a disservice
to the people of this community
lo substitute Lhis material for
cast iron.
**Based on my own cxpericnce
and knowledge and thc experi-
rescarch of some
oulstanding engincering con-
sultants, I will not rccommend
the use of this (asbestos-cement)
pipe in our system. I am not
going to recommend what I con-
sider to be an inferior material
{or use in our system.”

The director scored LaPecnna's
proposal to change specifica-
tions to open up bidding to as-
bestos-cement pipe with no in-

if it came in on the low bid.
“It's not honest, as far as I'm
concerncd,” Lawrence said.
Dishonest

“I won't recommend changing
specifications to allow bids to
be submitted for asbestos-
cement pipe when I cannot con-
recommend pur-

s

concerned that would be dis-
honest. It would also be unfair
to the asbestos-cement people
who might submit bids, to use
them simply to force better
prices on cast iron pipe when

ing the systcm to asbestos-
cement pipe.”

LaPcnna, chairman of the
council’'s new “watchdog™ pur-
chasing committee, offered the

on cast iron pipe. He also gave
every counciiman and mcmbers

tention of purchasing such pipe/-.

N\

licited from an asbestos-cement
pipe manufaclurer which cited
possibilily of $277,050 “savings"
if Mctro shifted from cast iron
to asbestos-ccment pipe next
year,

Savings Offsct
Lawrence said the asbestos-
cement pipe required ‘‘great
care” in laying. “The additional
cost of laying this kind of pipe|
would, in my opinion, offset any
saving that might accrue [rom
the dlfterence in the cost of the
pipe.”

LaPenna said the pipe manu-
facturer with whom he was in
correspondence had offered an
“all expense paid trip"” to the;
firm's New Jersey plant for'
members of the council pur-!
chasing committee, Lawrence
and members of his staff, news-:
men and any “other interested!
indfviduals™.

answer to questions [rom
floor, LaPenna said the pipe
manutactunng firm’s offer
“means they'll pick up the tab|
for everything. [ didn't ask what
‘everything’ means, but I sup-
pose it means EVERYTHING."
His statement was greeted
with laughter but there were no
immediate “takers.”

T

of the press a letter he had so-
—*
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Dipe Buying*
tconomy Urged

By JIM SQUIRES

Melre  Gavernment  could
save $100.000 over the next 18
maonths by switching [rom
cast-iron to asbestos-cement
pipe in ils water system,
Metro Council was told last
nipht.

The report came (rom the
council's necw ‘“watchdog”
commitlce on purchasing
which is now investigating the
government's water pipe pur-
. chascs that total more than a
million dollars annually.

The economy-minded coun-

cil also:
o Delayed action on a request
by Mayor Beverly Briley for
- an additional $47.500 appro-
priation this fiscal year for
the operation of his office un-
til the mayor submils a list
of government spending priori-
tics.

o Adopled a Public Safety -

Committee report which, in
effect, issued an “executive
rder” dirccting the adminis-
sation ta call in all govern-
mentowned automobiles now
assigned for 2¢-hour use, re-

{Turn to Page 16.- Columa 4)

Probe Called

Metro Council directed ils
Human Relations committee
last night to investigate re-
ports Lhat Metro firemen are
being issued firearms.

“l think we ought to find
out just who they olan to
use them acainst and for what
purpose they are being is-

sued,” said Councilman Mans- -
field Douglas, in requesting .

the probe.

Douglas did not comment in

detail on his accusations, say-
ing only that he has reccived

reports that “the fire departe-

. ment is being armed.”
e e e
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(Continued From Page One)

assign them on a  limited
basis, and submit 30-day re-
ports to the council on their
use.

o Passcd on sccond reading
an ordinance establishing fecs
ranging {rom $100 to $1,000 for
licenses to sell liquor by the
drink.

@ Deferred a hotly contested
proposal te appropriate $10,-
000 for a fcasibility study by
outside consultlants on the ex-
tension of Capitol Boulevard—
a proposal alrecady disap-
proved by the Metro Planning
Commission.

Metro's pipe purchasing has
beea the subject of much con-
troversy since an investiga-
tion by THE NASHVILLE
TF*"VESSEAN disclosed ear-
L \is year that one pipe
co. ny, James B, Clow &
Sons, has won every Metro
pipe contract in the last four
years.

Through a hodge-podge pat-
tern of bidding, Clow has got-
ten all Metro business, while

its two major competitors '

have been equally successful
in Chattanooga and Memphis
ard in small towns surround-
ing Nashville.

Councilman James LaPen-
na, chairman of the purchas-
ing committee, presented a
letter to the council last night

—

~1U\/ 5"}\::5
-conomy &

from the Johns-\tanvi]le Co.,
an asbestos-cement pipe man-

ufacturer, offering its product

at a “savings'’ to the govern-
ment.

Based on anticipated expen-
ditures for cast-iron pipe in .

1963, the letter said, the cost
would be $277,050 for cast iron
and $182,340 for asbestos-ce-
ment—a differcnce of $94,710.

LAPENNA SAID further pro-

jections (or an 18-month pe-
rind call for cast-iron pipe ex-
pendilures of $900,000. The
same amount of asbestos-ce-

ment pipe, he said, would be .

$300,000 less.

Following the session, La -
Penna said he was not sug» .
. gesting that Metro switch to

the asbestos-cement but mere-
ly rewrite purchase specifi-

cations so that asbestos-ce-

ment manufacturers would be
.allowed to bid.

“If these pipe manufactur-
ers are allowed to bid against
each other,” he said, “cast
iron prices will be lower.”

ROBERT L. LAWRENCE,
Metro waterworks director,

has opposed any broadening

of specifications because “as-

bestos might win and I don't .

want it in my syster."

The issue over the mayor's

increased budget request was
actually settled earlier this
week when Kenneth Miller,

chairman of the council bud- -

get and finance committee,

asked the mayor for the -

spending priorities.
Briley indicaled the police

department ranked highest on

his list but that his office
could not operate effectively
without the supplemental ap-
propriation.

The council cut the mayor's -

$210,000 budget request by
$69,000 earlier this year,

: --antmg the mayor some $40,

Vless than he had last year.

TUE PROPOSAI WAS de-
ferred by voice vole last night
wilhout controversy.

Although councilmen hag.
gled over minor issucs, the
only major dispute same as .
Councilman Robert Lillard
made a .strong pilch for a
$10,000 appropriation for an
outside study on Lhe proposed
Capitol Boulevard Extension.

Lillard termed the extension -
**a vital project” to the life
of the downlown area and im-
plied that the Metro Planning
Commission did not kcep this
in miad in rccommending
apainst the project.

He urged that city planners |
give more weight to the rec. '
ommendations of numerous
downtown businessmen who
favor the extension.

COUNCILMEN James L;
Warren and Richard Adams
joined budget and finance
committce spokesmen to de-
feat Lillard’s motion and de-
{er action until the planning
commission can defend ils .

- position before the entire

council.

In a surprising and some-
what complicated move, the -
council also deferred action on
_a bilt that would prevent the
unnecessary use of govern- .
ment-owned vehicles. t

Instead, it accepted a com-
mittee report which provid
that the bill be “held in abeyo .
ance” for 90 days. The re|

- " also recommended that the- blll

be amended to provide that
any employe found guilty of .
misuse be suspended for (ive -

days and that any.department -

head who knowingly allows ..
misuse be suspended for three
days. :

MANY COUNCIL observers .

indicated they believe the bill
to‘ be *“punitive legislation” -

outside the legislative powers <

of the council.

Although the bill was not -

_actually passed, the commit. -
" tee report directs Col. Joha

Sullivan, head of the depart-

* ment of general services, to.
recall all automobiles except -
those of the mayor, police

chief and fire chief.

The report says the automo- :

biles arc to be reassigned to°
cmployes designated by de- :
partment heads, but that Sul- -
livan is to submit a written

report every 30 days concerne .

ing their use.

In olher action, the conineil:
9 Dirccled the planning com-
missinn Lo prepare the neces-
sary dacumenls to implement
the expansion af Urban Serv-
ices to the Gencral Services
Dislrict during the next four
ycars.

@ Ifcard Councilman Robert
McBride warn that Central
High School is in such de-
plorable condition that it could
easily be destroyed by fire
as Dupont High was Monday

' night.

9 Passed a resolution offer-
ing its cooperation to the Met. -;
ro Board of Education to as- -
sure that Dupont students re-

. sume classes with a minimum .

. of delay. -

9 Authorized the issuance of
$87,500 in promissory notes
for the purchase of property °
on Fifth Avenue, North, across
from the courthouse as a site
for a new Metro 0([‘ ice Build- -
ing.

-

11/9/67

TO: Mr. W. R. Bond
Mr. S. D. Weaver
FROM: Mr. I. L. Taylor
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By FRANK RITTER
Dr. Joscph Rislowizh, Metro
dircetor, recctwnended
‘to a council commiitee last

- night that ashestos cement pipe
-not be used in the waler sys-

. ter here bocause of *‘possible’

~ health hazards.

There is no evidernce, Bis-
towish expiaincd, to prove that

- the inacstion of asbestos fibers

~is not rclated to cancer.

And

»untit further tests are conducted
. to show that no hazard exists,

“would not like asbestos
- carrying water to my house.”

the hcealth director added, *1
pipe;

However, a sales representa-!
tive for a major asbestos pipe.

* manufacturcr replied that cilies
“which have used asbestos pipe
_for decades show no greater in-

" cidenece of cancer than cities;

* that don't use the pipe.

BISTOWISIH MADNE his rec-

. ommendation to the council's

.public works committee, headed

- by Councilman Richard Taylor.
. The public works commiltee,
~along with the council’s pur-

cha;m« committee, has been

. stu'.l)mr' the rclative merits of

*. asbestos and cast iron pipe.

- works director, has defended

_the practice on grounds cast repcesentative for Johins - Man-
- fron pipe is better.

~..tion rclaling to a possible health. tos pipe could have boen refuted

© €an catusc cancer.

. no studics to prove it deesa’t

Nashville has used cast iron
pipe exclusively, althouzh it is
more expensive than asbestos
pip2, for at lcast 40 years in

SINALETS Sz:‘/ o //

ey

Opposes
Pine Use

K. RAYMOND Aunst as-'

sistant district sales manager,
for Johns-Manville Sales Conp ,!
a manufacturer of asbestos pipe,.
said asbestos pipe has been used:
for 23 to 30 years in some citics:
without adverse conscguences.
“There is nothing to prove,”
he added, ‘lhal lnuc arc ‘not;

agenls in cast iron p‘p,_ “hlchl'l)urmﬂ the same period, the use,

W oukl cause cancer.

Augst then raised the Guestion!! f"°'“ 76.3% to 61.2%

of whether the “lar which is
used for the inside lining of cast:
iron pipe is carcinogenic (can-;
cer-producing)?”

Tavlor called last inght's.

|mectm¢ of the public “orl\s

commiltce prm\anly to pﬂrmxl
représentatives for Clow Corp.,
manufacturer of cast iron pipe,
to explain why they feel their
product is better than asbestos
pipe.

LENNART A. Pahlandcr, gen-
eral sales manager for the cor-
poration, spoke for an hour
about what he termed the ad-
vantages of using cast iron
pipe, using colored slides to 'il-
justrate his talk, He spent an-
?thcr half hour ans“cnn" ques-
1ons.

August, competitor of Clow
Corp., and would not allow the

“We would have discussed, if]"
we had been given a chance to;
reply, US. Departrient of
Commerce [igures which show
that the use of asbestos pipe
throughout the country has in-;
llereased from 21.7% of the busi- '

‘ Taylor sharply lnmltcd dis-
cussion of questions raised by

asbestos pipe represcntative to,

the water system here. Robert’ glve 2 Tull prescntatlon of l'usr'
I.. Lawrence Jr., Metro water- views.

\v. J. Hayes Jr., direct salcs

ville, said he thinks most of the.
Bistowish, in raising the ques- adverse comments about asbes-

hazard iaherent in  asbestos if Taylor had permitted others
pipe, said it is a proven (fact'the freedom he gave Clow rep-
that inhalation of asbestos fibers: resentalives in speakmf' out.
“We were not given an oppor-
“We do know that you canituity at this meecting,” H::vcs
get cancer by mhalmv asbestos|added, *“to make a presanta-

fibers,” he added, “but we |tion or offer butt
aren't certain about the inges- que:.tmns m,,:dre uttal to the

tion of fibers — there have been :
“IF WE HAD bcen p*rnult;d

cause cancer. to spcak out, we would have
“It is my undcr;lan:!m" that'shown ashestos pipe kas been
such studics are now und ma).,uacd for many decades in all
and perhaps they will siiad some parts ol the nation, and used
light on the question. But to mylmth grcat success. —
mind, there are tgo many un , , v e

* answered questions at this time
, about asbestos pnpe.

ness in 1945 to 31 in 1963.,

cwe o

of cast iron pipe has droppedZ

“This indicales that the use
of asbestos pipe in waler sys-j
tems throuzhout the ration is
accepted.”

The public works comumittce
made no recommeudation ' last
mﬂht on whether Metro should
purcirasc asbestos pipe ms!ead
of cast iron pipe.

Under pres'*l:&pohcws of the

waterworks depdrtment. the as-' ‘ )

bestos pipe representatives are . -
‘not permitledito bid on con-:

tracts for supplyving pipe to the

local goversment.. .. . ‘A
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}.) DICK BATY Lb has asknd Uv‘ Nathul[e Acad we .can assure follow up" -
The Metropolitan Board oficmy of Medicine, through its.care . . .” The director said

Health  recommended  today;:

asbestos cemient pipe not b used 'ed by Dr. Alvin Keller, to m-‘n-\m.r

Pubhc Health Commnth.c head-

’ne would probably discuss the

with  Vandecbilt and

in lhc Melrspolitan water sys- \e;hﬂate the usc oi asoc.los Zeneral Hospital officials.

Dr. Bistowish said a study of : .
infiuenza cases4 involving em- |

tem "until niore evidence can
be developed” concerning any
health hazard {roin asbcstos fi-
bers.

Dr. Joseph B.;lomah director
of health, s2id the board “bas
'mstructcd me to recommend to
Mr. Lawrence (director of wa-
ter and scwerage services Ro-
beet L. Lawrence) against the”
use of asbestos pipe at this time
until we can get more evidence.
{We want mere information about
it before we can make a m'm

ipe. -

The board in othv.r actions
this morning votsd lo add
measles vaccinalion to the itn-
munizations required for ad-
mission to sclools, rursery
schools and day care ceaters.

Delays Clinic

The board delayed opening of
a public health eclinic in the
Edzehill Urban renewal proj-
ect pending “discussion of sev-
eral problems . . . including

ploves at a..
piant indicatesy-
flu vicus, "A<2 Taiwan"

cal industrial |
new strain of ) .
was

the cause of. muca of the re-g

cent flu epidenic,

He said clinical e\xdcnce
migiut develop another strain)

but *we koow this new (A-2
Taiwan) strain has been preva’
l:nt here based on the small
number- of cases checked a‘(

decision.”

Councilman Jamcs LaPenna
Jhas been urging that bidding be
jopened to Gallow purchase of
; a:besto: cement pipe.

Rejected Plea

Lawrence, who is responsible
for spccmcahons on materials,
has rejected LaPenna’s sugges-
tmns on the basis cast iron pige
is superior to the asbostos pipe
in tensiie strength and suit-
ability for use here.

Several medical experts h:ne
suggested the possibilily that
the ingestion of asbestos fibers
fcom the use of asbestos pipe
oiight be a cause of intestinalf

ancer.
. Blstowlsh said he alsor

the level of indigency and how

| )

ong._jnsinstrial plant.” .
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