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By Max'xan Burros
Washington Post 82alf Writer |

Asbestgs fibers, which ara
found in thousands of prod-
ucts from food to building
lnsulat.km, have been discov-
ered in nine of 19 body and
baby pewders studied by re-
searchers at Mt Sinai Hos-
pital In New York.

Asbestos can cause ;;;e.

‘sothelioma, 2 rare farm of

chest and abdominal cancer,
and asbestosls, scarring of
lung. tissué. In 1972 Dr. Wil
Imnux'J Kicholson of Aft. Si-
nai reported that these dis-
eases caused nearly 40 per
cent of the deaths of New
York-New Jersey asbestos
workers,” ©

Dr. Irving .T Se.hkai! aof
Mt. Sinsi, 2 leading expert
on - occupational  disease,
said, “We do not know a
safe {hreshold level for a
carcinogen lke asbestos™
Once sshestos fibers enter
the hody, he said, they stay
ihere,

Ttesearchers at Mt Sinafs
Department of Environmen-
tal Medieine tested one sam-
ple cach of 19 body and
baby pnwdcrs. Arthur QL
Langer, ‘head of the physieal
sclences seclion of the de-
pariment, said nine samples
contained asbestos {iners in
quantities ranging from “2
to 20 per cent” X

The powders with {the
greatest concentration of as-
bestos fibers, ranging from 8§
to 20 per cent. were ZBT
Baby Pawder with babyw oil.
Cgs'hmere Bougquet Body
Tale, Coty Airspun  Yace
Powder and Rosemary Talc.

Bauer & Black Baby Talc,
which is no longer on the
market, had a 15 per cent
concentration of asbestos fI-
, bers, the researchers found.

Smaller amounts of asbes-
{os fibors—yunder § per cent
— were found in Faherge
Brut Tale, Yardley Invisible

Tale, Yardley Black Label
Body Powder, Meunen

Shave Tale and English

Leather After Shave Tale
i

L2

Ox‘ﬁcm!s of CoIgate Pa]m-

mary ciale “eouid not be
reached for comment,
The other powders studied

were Ammen's Medicated,

Powder; Avon Bird of Para.

 Blse ’.Bemty Dust; Diapereng

Johnson's Afsdieated Pow-
der; Menner Rath Tale;
Yard!zy Alter Shave Pow-
der ‘snd Yardley Orlginal
Body Powder, None of them,
contalned . asbestos. Cne,
Diaperene, contained mno
tale, It Iz made of corn
starch, .

. The Faod and Drug Ad-
ministration sald in 1972 it
would proposs regulations

" to govern the use of asbes-

tos-contaminated tale In cos-
metics, The director of
FDA’s division of cosmetics
technology, Heinz J. Elr.
mann, sald recently the
ggency had not Issued regu-
Iatlons becausz it had not
found a “fast method” for
detzrmining the presence of

ashestos at low levels, The.

sophisticated method used
at Mt. Sinai, electron mi
croscopy, he siid, was too
time consuming and expen-
sive,

The Mt. Sinal researchers,
who have coudncted the
study under a grant from
the Natlonal Institute of Env

virommental Health * Serv-.

fces xince 1973, also inves-,
‘tigated the powders for the

ence of other metallle:

xe’lt:;enb. including nickel,

TWith ths exception of.
Rosemary Tale

and Diape-
tene which contained no

niekel, 18 of the pawderz

contained from 4 to 710
parts per million (ppm) of
nickel A samiple of Joline
son's Baby Powder con-
tained 2,200 ppm.

Surprised at what they re-
gardad as a bigh nickel con-

tent of the powder, the re-
gearchers purchased seven
more samples. Five of them
had. 1,800 pprt ar more of
nickel; two had fewer than
710 ppm, Langer said re
searchers “don’t know If the

nickelishzzardousathizh

levels,”
Dr. F. Wiliam Sonden

.man, .Je, head of the ds-

parhnent of laboratory med-
icine at ‘the University of

Conneetfent and an sxpert |

on nlekel, sald: *We're oy
ing to find ot which nickel
compounds do, causs sancer
and which don't Certaln
nickel compounds are car
cinogenfc when inhaled;
oﬂm-s are not.

"Yohnsen & Johnson’s 18-

sociate diractor for publie |
Kniffln, said

affairs, Robert

blologically inert* and wor't
react with body tissnex,

A study revenled last Sep-

tember by Dr. J, C. Wagner |

of the FPneumoronicsis Re-
search TUnit at Penarth,
Wales, raised the gquestion

gboyt the safely of tale it- |

self, tHe 'major lngredient

4n powders, Wagner found
that ubsstnz—kee tals |-

caused fibrosls, hung scar
ring in the test animals “at
the same rate as asbestos™

Epidemiclogical ~  stuudes

have shown that fale work-
ery develop talessls, anoth-
er form of lung scarring,
from . exposure %0 large
amounts of the mineral

According to Selikoff, the
amount of tale that must he
inhaled to cause tissue sezr-
ring or cancer in humans is
not known,
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