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Port Hedland 25th Februory 196L,
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entry in the iine Record Bodk at Wittenocme

As menticned in earlier correcpondence, the mine 18
experiencing difficulty in maintaining their target production of
250 tone of Tibre per weelk, which 1o conoidered to be the minimum
output to pay opereting expences. Their own internal policies
connected with the reduction of mining costs has led to an exocdus
:r mmmers. and replocement miners are proving most dirricult
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Becéﬁne the nine 1s lacking in stope preperation the
manngement bavd}embarked on e policy of retreating tailinge from
Eastern Creek, ond are £l6o treating crude ore vwhich was previously
e::ﬁpued on account of its oxidieed, and therefore goubtful,
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This work hos deen commenced since my previous inspectio
and the details are as supplied by Inspector Hunt who claimed that
the {111 vme in a shocking copdition ns a result of the introductio
of bone ary rejecto end tailings upon vhich no attempt had been mad:
to dempen the paterisl selected. Inspector Hunt is of the opinion
that hie directive towards the use of sproye may nay help to over-
cone the nuinance, neverthelesa, I cousider that X must meke enothe
dnspection very BooR. e e e e eaa o+ = m—r g - e

. Inspector Hunt 414 mention that the undertoking may not
prove to be anything mere then gn unsucceseful experiment, but
before I do decide on such a vigit I want ¢0 draw the matier to
your sttention in case you wish to have Inspector Murphy vieit the
mine elso, in which case X would errange ny inspection at the eanc
time. Flights to Wittenoom may be more difficult to cbtain than
flights to Port Hedland 8o &y trensport could be required 5.n any
cosoe Please advise by telegram 4¢ 8 Ventilation Officer will be
eent in investigaute.




