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| Sealed Land(fills
SuggOSted FOI‘
PCB Materials

LANSING (UPT) — The state’s top en-
vironmental official has recommended
use of sealed landfills to dispose of
harmful PCB-containing matcrials
banned under Hovse-passed legislation
nearing action on the Senate floor.

Howard Tanner, director of the

" Department of Notural Resources, said
Thursday he tg dixappeinied that the sole

LS, pmnwincturer of the enenical — the

3]5!"‘""'." Lo, — I8 nul alicring ('omplclu

peilitics 1o sto_plepg_wiib Us

plan to Mop producine RCI.

The only good allernative, Tanner told
the Sonate Conscrvation Committee, is
an “extremely carefully constructed,
sealed landnil® with clay barriers pre-
venting any PCB from cscaping.

One of the major concerns of legisla.
fors ix that few adequate disposal facli-
ties exist, while conventional disposal
would result in greater environmental
contamination.

Conscrvation Commitlee members said
they expect to send the bill to the ful
Senate carly next week. It prohibits
Michigan busincsses from selling,
manufacturing or using pelychlorinated
biphenyl or an item containing 250,000
parts per million of the chemical as of
July 1. :

Ry Jan. 1, 1978, no item containing
more than 100 paris per million could be

. used in Michigun, with the exception of
sealed electricsl sysiems which could be
phased out gradually.

- PCB has found thourands of commen-
clal and indusirial uses since it was in- |
troduced in 1938, The chemical has been
linked to the deaths of Great Lakes fish
and wildlife and poses a potential threat
to human health. : I
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 Zagame reports possible
solution to PCD problem

/Asscmblyman Johw R.

Zagame has recently stated
- his belief that “a national

solution to the difficult en-
© vironmental prohlems

causcd by the chemical PCB
N is at last in sight.”
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Fisherman
lose heavy

to poliution

WASHINGTON (AP)
An eslimate that Great
Lakes commercial fisher-
men lost $330,000 a year
becanse of chemical pol-
lution is “rock bottom' Rep.
Les Aspin., D-Wis., said

ay.

He said the losses were
caused by a group of in-
dustrial chemicals called .
polychlorinated bipheayl
(PBC).

E ive PCB content

has interfered  with
marketing of chub, carp and
lake trout, Aspin said.

He has  introduced
legisiation that would ban
the import and intersiate

shipment of PCBs.

Zagame noled his pleasure
8l nnouncement _Jast
week by the !
portalion_whi
U.S._producer of P
any miends o

PCB, which is used in the
manufaclure of electrical and
Industrial capacilors and
transformers, has been found
to cause serious licalth
hazards to human beings. It
has also shown up in tests of

Lake Ontario salmon
restocking program in
Oswego County.

Assemblyman  Zagame

feels that “given_the_phase-
oul_of this chemical by

_faok
farward o the_ development
of amajor fishing industry In
Qswego County, which in turn
should h_cép__spur our_Tocal

U s estimated that as

many as 16,000 fishermen per
day will visit Oswego County
during the salmon season.
‘‘These fishermen,” ac-
cording to Zagame, “will
need food, shelter, fishing
equipment, gasoline, and
other supplies, which means
a boom to local business and
increased employment op-
portunities for those en-
terprising Oswegoanians who
will serve these sportamen,"”

Assemblyman  Zagame
said that legislation he hax
been preparing for some
time, which “‘would haw
essentially accomplished v
NEW York Whal Monsanto s
eolTTeeTed 15 do__nation.
Wide," may_no _beld

© ~uiless i is delermined that

specific legislation is needed
to insure that the phase-out Is

completed within .
reasppable lime."
that _legisl:

im

[ 2w YOrK ay
ultimately be_needed (o
“insure_1Hal_ Monsanio's
produclion of PCB is not
replaced  with __foreign
sources.” .
“In_the meantime,” he
concluded, "'t commend the
Monsanto_Corporation for its
decirion o act now {o begiin To
end_(he T'CB_problem lor
future gene 3
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