Monsanto

raom mamt s iocnom B, V, John - St. Louils

o December 29, 1969 ¢ Mr. J. J. Spano - JSPAN

sumacr

AL Emency

TO : Mr. E. P, Wheeler - EWHEE
Mr., H. S. Bergen - HBERG
Mr., J. E, Springgate - JSPRI
Mr., P. B. Hodges - PHODG
Mr. W. R, Richard - WRICH
Mr. P. S. Park - PPARK

The attached clippings and television interviews come from

our PR office in London, The Irish Sea bird kill and the seal
deathas on the Cornish coast have precipitated an unusuel
number of news media reports. Many of these reports are
inaccurate and inflammatory. Fortunately, our U,S. position
statement has taken some of the heat out of the situation, for
the moment.

Environment magazine, St, Louis, is planning their article
for January, 1970, which could generate other PCB stories in

this country.

E. v/ John
EVI/stw

Attachment
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- Press Monitoring Service

JOURNAL  ®Northern Daily Mail™ ¢Eartlepool)
DATE Dec, 8, I969 -

——Chemi&ls probéd
after seal deaths

CIENTIFIC toamst investipating the deaths of Weet|
Coast scals, sea birds, and fiah have started ressarch
on chemicais dumped in the Irish Sea. One that is under
k close scrutiny is P.C.B. (polychiorinated biphenys). a
¢ synthetic ubricant used in the um( md nlmm industry.

Vﬂll chemical |
.m-u- A Mlnmr' ol Alnﬂmun
Soa. a.{i Irr Agvlmlluu Spokesm, xaid um
o . apokesman sald “There | months m all kpown dum
. Are & fumber of m dumping | of  chemicsl  and ndurinal
| P g X A
} s whibout commitatien” | THeY Al sald they had sobL
Tn known to Be texic
! Bave h: dumped (8 darep
watet~—more than $.000 fathams ’
? - b R be durped ot
i sEA omes

Theas include PCB decsum
T by o ol
on wilditfe,

hos

rz‘umw e Im ltd of

2A00R
l level of toxitity it cannol
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Cfficinla at the .lobranto

cals Cladt at
Newport the ouly place in dritain ualiing the chemicals
rel's, todny denjed that ey were ia any way respensible
for the lenknge of clienicala into the =ea that are being
Wlrwed for the massive poisoning of gen hirds ant fish aroun

‘iritain's eansi line,
Lisd v dihs
Yhe chemicals are known as )cll short for iolv-

chlarinnted livhenyls. The only manufacturers of this in
this country ure Monsante Chemienl Compnny who have a large
nlant on the coast of Newnort. ‘the Pel's mane there are
supplied to a wide variety af industrics all over the cowitry,
ineluding firms waking plastics and pnints, ilow the cliewical
wat inta lhe bodics of the birds is o wyatery., The Honsante
Cowupany say the PcBs certninly weren'l dischurged inte the

" sen by them. o far there's been no clue at all ns to how the

substauce got nnywhere near the Irish Sea, ilongatito &
—————

it's far from certpin that it wns in fact l'ell that killed

the birds. The company's scicntists in .werica fed heavy
e

quantities of the chemical to rats in a YU day experiment, it
vhe end of it the rats were as henalthy as ever. llonsanto claiw
thnt cascs of i'ci ns having toxic effects are very rare.  anid
the commany say they tuke the prentest care in the muwufucture,

storage and shipping of the chewicnls,

. 7’
30/
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Report No....J10MN....20.. Transmitted on.... WeSIward Le evisian .~
"Westward Diary"

Length. .. 3. MAN%,..  Dse..8th.Decerier,. 1989 ...  Time f. %.m.

Short Title............. £.aCoaBarvcnicirion

Del Cooper: "New warning to Britain on wild life sea
deaths". "Riddle of the ditch of death", "This
stinxing sea". They're three headlines that point to

the grim possibility that the seas around the South-West
could be polluted by a poisonous chemical. The

chemical is.known as r.C.B. It's a poisonous waste
substance that the plastics industry dumps at sea, the

sea in question being the Irish Sea. There is a
possibility that it drifts down the Irish Sea towards

the coast of the South-West. Well, just how poisonous

is it? Well, this autumn, about ten thousand guillemots,
a common sea bird, died in the Irish Sea, the big
concentrations of r.C.B. were found in the carcasses of
the dead birds, but it could be that the poison substance
has found new victims, Over the last few weeks, dead

and dying baby seals have been washed up along the coast
all around the South-West. Viell, Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries seal experts have said that the seals have
died from pneumonia and that their deaths aren't abnormal,
but Mr, Arthur Bourne, who is the Chairman of the Ocean
Resources Conservation ASsociation, an independent body

of marine scientists, isn't so sure. lie feels there have
been far too many deaths. During the last few weeks,
rifty dead and dying seals have fetcned up around our coast,
including one reported in the 3cillies today, and the
connection with the poisonous ¢.C.E.? well, the Ministry
admit tnat this substance has been found in commercial
fish around the coast, particularly in the Irish Sea and

MONS 099508
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Report No... MON...25... Continuation No........ ...

fishermen in the South West have reported pollack, cod,
sickly, underweight and in some cases witn ulcers on their
bodies. Well, could there be r.C.B. in these fish?
Well, this is a question I'd like to put to Mr. ARthur
Bourne, who's in our London studio.

J‘r. Bourne, is it possible that the poisonous fish
had been eaten by these seals who have subsequently died?
tr, bourne: I suppose it's possible, yez, we have no
evidence of this though and I hope the Ministry's scientists
are, in fact, investigating this very point.
9;_92222-" Now we've had fifty seal deaths around our
coasts, do you regard this as being abnormal?
Mr, Bourne: I do for the Cornish colonies, yes. Where
you get a large colony, such as in the Orkneys and so on,
you might get quite a large number of deaths at this time
of the year, but no, not in Cornwall. Furthermore, people
who know the area well, would have spotted this kind of
trhing going on years past, but they haven't, They've come
across up to about seven, perhaps ten dead seals in the
time we've had recently where we've got fifty ... this is -
wnat = ninety per cent more.
D. Cooper: Of course one thing that would worry, I think,
a lot of people is that if this r.C.B. can get into fish,
can it also get into people?
Mr. Sourne: Wwell, if it gets into fish and we eat the
fisn, obviously it can get into us, yes.
D. Cooper: How worried are you that this might happen?
Hr. Bourne: Well, I think we're all worried about this
kind of pollution, I don't think it's just me ... any one
individual ... any croup of individuals, we are all concerned.
hat we want to see done is the iatural Environment Research
Council, the Ministry of Ag and Fish, to look into this for
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Report No..... Continuation No.. . 2

our benefit, not just for the wild life, tnis is our
environment too.

D. Cooper: There is some suggestion, in fact, that the
Government isn't telling us the whole truth about r.C.B5.
Vir. Bourne: No, I don't know about that because, let's
be honest, when we had the guillemot disaster, which you
mentioned, the N.E.R.C. did, in fact, call a Council of
their experts and bodies involved in this and they did put
out a press statement. I think what is lacking is a more
co-ordination and a speedier investigation of such
happenings in the future. We should have somebody there
... and still should have somebody in tne area now, looking
into this.

D. Cooper: What practical steps do you think ought to be
taken at this moment?

Mr. Bourne: VWell, one of them I've just hinted at is
that we should have a group of scientists on the spot,
looking at the seals who are still coming in, taking blood
samples for virus studies and so on, taking tissue out for
chemical analysis, so that they can get right to the
laboratories without any delay, and also have the authority
to call in other specialists who they think they reguire

at any one time. .

D. Cooper: For many years & lot of scientists suspected
that D.D.T. was a‘poisonouu substance which could eventually
harm human beings, do you think this P.C.B, is in the same
class?

vir, Bourne: Well, it's not far off it, yes, I think it
could build up and build up in the fat tissue just like
D.D.E. which is a breakdown substance from D.D.T. Already
it has bteen reported from the Baltic and from the Dutch
coast, from fish, wild fowl and other animals in their

environment. It's increasing, obviously.
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Repont No...11ONA..22... Continuation No., . .3 .

D, Cooper: Should people bu worried at tiis stage aryway,
about eating fish?

Mr. Bourne: No, I don't think so, I shouldn't thinx so
at all. There's a lot of scare abtout at the moment but I
hope that tne Minister of Ag and Fish will allay this one
by saying: "Well, we're looking into the fish and the
seals for these chemicals", and tell us exactly what is
happening and what they've found,

D. Cooper: Mr. bBourne, thank you very much indeed.

ese 000 ..
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Report No. ... MON. 28. Transmitted on.......... o C. Television .
“24 nhours”
Length ... 31.20" . . Date ... Stn Lecenter, L08%.....  Time avide 5.7

Short Title... ¥ild Life.unua. Cnemicals...

Jares Burke: Over the past ten years there's been growing
concern over one of the less pleasant sice effects ol tiis
country's growing industrialication, the pollution of our
countryside and the waters around 3ritain by inauctrial waste
and the chemicals used by farmers to make everything grow
bigger and vetter and faster. S0 when- large scale wildlire_j
disasters occur the demandsfor a solution to the proolem gets
30 loud and so heated that the cool scientific facte often
get lost in a welter of emotion. g
Take tne three most recent incidents. 50 seals found
dead on the North Cornish coast were reported to be poisoned
oy chemicals, out wnen "24 hours" talked to the biologists
who actually examined their bodies, their verdict was tnat
aqgﬁn was probably due, not to cnemicals but to malnutrition.
The codfisn taken off the Kent coast recently were fourd to

be scarrea and covered in ulcers. hLgain, chemicals nave
been blamed, but, again, the marine biologists disagrec. Tiey
say it's mucin more likely that rough seas nad smagned the fisn
against underwater rocks, cut them up and taen the cuts went
septic. Tuey don't suspect cnemicals. Last of all nearly
10,000 seabirds were found dead or dying on the snhores of the
lrish Sea. This time cnemicals were found in the dead uirus,

compounds called P,C.3., “olyculorinate gifinol wnicn plastics
and paint companies do use and do dump in the sea.

wNow, Ian Press, you vere the man involved in, so to spea«,
the autopsy, on some of these birds, what dia you discover?
mr, Ian Press: Well I snould point out tuat in acdition to

an examination of tnese cirus ceing carriea out at our
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Report No..........iitdain.. 28 Continuation No.. .. }

laboratery atv «OnKIWOOu, tncy have Leen examinea Ly oLacr
estaclizaimenss, veoterinary esiablishments, medical
lauwralorices, and laveoratories specialising in the anal,zis

of heavy metals, such as lead, arscnic and mercury.

J. durxe: But it was you who found the P.C.L?
—— —
ir, Press: Yes. ilo aiscase has been found and no hLcavy

metals were founa t0 ve present taat could explain tae
¢ircumstances. Our laboratory nas specialisec in the

organa carlorine compound, that is the D.D.T. type compouna
usea as pesticides and this P.C.u. is chemically very

similar to D.D.T. and during the course of our znalyses

we discovered the P.C.B, was present.

J. burke: bDid you discover it at a level at which you

could ve certain was lethal in the birds?

Mr. Press: No we didn't., Very little is known about F.C...
at the moment, ... the analytical side is still in its
infancy and cne can't bhe vepy accurate in the results one
gbtains, one can only give an approximate figure of the level
of residues present in the body. Hdor do we have very mucn
information on the toxicity, so it's extremely difficult to
draw any definite conclusions from the results that rave veen
obtained.

J. Burke: Yes, but I mean you have done the investigation
you are yualified to talk. There are others presumably wno
consider themselves qualified and there have been repor:s
specifically saying tnat tnese birds died from tac effects of

P.C.B3's. one by ... tnere was an article by Arthur Zzourne
Jjust after it nappened.

Mr. Press: Yes. Well this we feel unfortunate. we can
aF. JTesSs UL L
say categorically on the eviaence that is available at the
moment it would be guite wrong to assume that F.C.Ei's., were
the cause of deaths of these birds, The evidence just is rot
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available.
J. Burke: So you'd aay that the reports we got Irom tie

Press today were exaggerated?

ir. Press: Yes. We feel tnat it's rather unfortunate in
many ways that tihis exaggeration has occurred., It leads, I
think, to the impression that until tais incident we were
unaware that P.C.B's. were present in wild cirds. now tais
is not tne case. From the time that P.C.B. was first
discoverec by Swedish scientists in 1966, we have, in fact,
been examining British wild oirds for residues of tanis compourna.
We've examined well over 500 British birds now, mainly
predatory birds from 2ll parts of the country.

J. Burke: So you can say tihat there is definite pollution
going on?

Mr. Press: Oh yes, ....

J. ‘burke: In the biras and in the sea, in their environment?
Mr. Press: Yes, we were already aware tpnat this compound

was present as a backgrouna residue in most wild birds in
britain, and we'd also carried out a preliminary toxicological
study using one of these compounds, this is a point ore has to
bear in mind, it's not just a chemical, it's a series of
compounds all ratner similar tut possivly having slightly
different toxicity.

J.Burke: Is it qifficult to analyse this particuler compounc,
do you have to know what you're looking for when ycu co an
analysis?

Nr. Press: On yes, you do indeed, and this is one of tne
gifficulties. There are so many of these different poly-
ealorinated bifinols that could be in the environment ar. ore

isn't quite sure which particular one you should oe looxing

for, and_this ispapnly why ore ean't Cot an accurate figpure.
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Report No. . Continuation No.

J. Burke: IL seems to ne tiat tnere are now literully
nundreds of these chemical compounds in our cavircnment and
nave been for aome years, is there an increasing danger tiat
we will not be ... we no longer will be aole to assirilate
them and cope with them?

hir. Press: A great number of chemicals, altnough taey zc
into tiie envirorment, treak down fairly rapidly. The ornes

that have caused concern in recent years, and guite rigntly,
are the ones tnat are bersistent, and this is way the D.o.i.,
group and closely allied pesticices, have come in for serutiny
lately.

J. Burke: But if wsat you say about tne difficulty of
analysing for them, I mean thatyou have to lnow what you're
looking for in order to fina it in the firs: place.....

itr., Press: Yes .
J.idurke: +eees WhBt'sS your reaction then to the calls on

tihe part of the non-scicntists for a sort of total all
inelusive and final investization and discovery of the t.uings
tnat are going to be found?

Mr. Press: v'ell unfortunately it's not as simple as tuis.
A3 you yourself said, there are a whole range of compounds in
our own particular field, the possible effects of chemicals
on wild life, Now wild life is subjected to a whole range
of chemicals., It's quite impossible with the resources
availavle to investigate every one, S0 you have to piex out
the most likely subject and one is ofter led to tuis by a
particular incicent.

J. Eurke: by accident, in [lact? If it kills you know?
MNr. Press: Yes. If an unexpected incident occurs you

investigate and find out the cause and this may well leaa to
an unsuspected side effect from the cuemicals ......
J. gurke: Yes, pbut what you're saying is, it seems to re,
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Continuation No. . .

sums up in a sense that we've got to live with what we «now,

the area tnat we don't know we just have to wait until something
occurs, we've got to live with the situation?

Mr. Press: Well I think partly so. We get a lot of benefits

from ‘modern technology, there is always the danger of these

side effects and we.must constantly be on the alert to deal wit-
tnem.

J. burke: 'nank you iir, Press,

.. 00000...
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Dl M i, Rasghr ks wige CGroen, London, .W.1,

Extract from
Economist, London
13 DEC1969_
Pollution

Within the law

[15%
. Lethal levels of chemical pollution have
. ' caused the deash of 10,000 ses birds .
X whdu&‘inmlriah Ses over the past .
two months. The chemicals, derived *

Al

but concantrations twanty times as .
are being found in the dead dirde. ", ;
4 "it is not possible to point t0 any sccidental
or]'d dumpi olthlnikchpvhlmn
coul an deaths !llllﬂl.u
the death of fish in the Rhine. It seoms
. that the pollution has built up entissly
b within the Iramework of the law. '
N - ’Pnrvy- commision % look Into the

. . is going ® be expected of M .Anthooy

L3 C:gnnhnn.d‘o new ministry ; he is airesdy

' sexting up two advitory panels, ane for
farm chemicals in the pos-DDT o and
another for noise.
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Press Monitoring Service

JOURNAL  THE TIMES

DATE 10th December, 1969

PAGE: 3

Malnutrition
* killed grey
seal pups ’

By Our Svience
Correspondent ‘

Inventigations in1o the death
of grex el pups off the Cornsh
coust had tailed 1o show any
abnormul .auses, Mr.  Nigel
Bonner. hesd of Ihe seal te-
warch unit of the Natural En-
vironment  Resurch Council,
said in London yeserday He
waid these anumals were dying of

ainuinbon. A

Mr Bonner had vume o Lon. |
don 10 diwuss piogrgs with |
otber wienints at the counal '
»0d W attend s wiceling at the

* Howe of Conunons.

Lavers from three eals are 1o
be exununed b the Scotrsb
Frehetes | uboratory  at Pite
lochry, Perthshire. for traces of

and polyvhlonmied
Diphenyis (P C. B0 Pitlochry
one of the luboruiories involved
in routine “tudies ol the umine
tended oocunieme of pesticides
in the enwroament

The Minniry of Agricullure
and Fishenies wiid yesterday that
e fish or sheiilish hud been
affecied The' levels of PC.B .
the indusiriel chemicab impls
cated .n 1he Jeaths of ea berds
in the Irish Sea in October, had
shown moiniease i fish stocks.
which .re being conhnuatly
monitored !

The Minntry Jdemed any

| atiemm w0 cover tap. »
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Press quitoring‘ Service

"Seal deaths |
‘normal’

\'n unusually large kil of
ups has taken place nlou
lM arnish W!h thi

s of dnnl
-r-lu—-’roblblx and indicator
of llﬁ‘r\"l?n! ':lbhc lwlrrntn
of wiid life .ns, gel
Benner, ‘ll’twﬂ:f of the Nnuul

| Enviroamest Rescarch Coun.

cil's seal research umt,

Lowesoft, said in Londen
yentorday.

'non was n ares of tnrlu

By our Science Correspondent

batwecn the number of reports
of dead or dying pups and the
number of seala actuaily killed,
for some seal pups mighl appear
llore than once in the reports.
wad _now thoushl  that
h:l\wren 37 and 30 had died
Althvugh Ru accurate pupula-
ton figures existed for the
Curnish aeal. colony (L was
|huugnl 0 e between 200 and
300, In that case, since
pee cent of pral pups Imrmn[l\' '
@ed uf Mprve
L Arst weska of -
£ pup deaths was n.rmnl ln I
{ W aladle colony rouy ‘; J
cent of 3l pups die dunnl
BArst six momths of
 Liver teuts
Since: mc sea!
\ to I

v\m had

n
remhﬂ, but lhrn Hvers—~the
next bast material for examina-
tion — were bring  tested.
Almoun the Cornish coast

beon seurched, no adult |
lbf'l‘h with unuml sjuries had !

3 IIIT)

e
|
\ FemAIns sceptical.
With Ihe mu pounllnon of
seals ubknown, as Is the pvo-
, portion of Jost pups normxlly
nnding their way out to ses,
there are Uh‘ﬂl’\lﬂll“‘ £3p8 10
the argument suggesling a nor. |

mal kill. Mr Bonner, however, |
15 an acknowledyed expert and
NERC is satnsfied, !
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Press Monitoring Service

JOURNAL

DATE
FAGE

GUARDLAN
10th December, 1969
4
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-
Ng unususlly terpe il of
|, al 2ups hes taken pim slong
i the Uarniah soMst - ml years
-.mm-m{ W e hgh
Rumber & of desd
r.la—.nnlly and indiestor
of incressing public swareness
of wiig irfe prodiams, Mr Nagei
Beanyr, dirvcwr of e Natunl
Lavirsarsesl Reseorch
cll's wal rosesrceh umt
Lowedafl, satd in Lenden
yealarusy.

'l\m wos 32 afws of ourllll thed

" Seal deaths I
‘normal’

ly our Seience Corvespondont

daiween the number of reports
ol ma 87 €Y Ing PUPs and the
ber of seale actudlly Rilled,
lor S0ME ses! PUPS Mighl appear
more than onee h Lhe reparts.
It wss nuw  thougld  Ihat
beiween 37 and 30 hsil died
Althwugh s scuuratc pupuls-
ton Agurey gm&d fot tw
Curpish mal. colony It was
Thought 10 he detwecn 200 and
WO, In Wl tesr. munce M
per ”ll 0( wal :lupa‘nuruull\ ,
riAg b
80 vnn of ﬂ.m lu-w
p desthe waa nermal n

l”u:nh celeny fou, ’nl "] ur

hr
mum m‘

Liver seuts

cent of ol pups
e

pups had

)
resduey, bul thtee Hverjwativ
nert basl material for ekamiing-
AR — were  being  tesled.
Although Lhe Coarnish coasl
t hod been searched, A adyll ;
luh 'l‘llh uuunl Wjuries had ¥

Bt 0
11Y A.n ulry
| a2

. FAERAIRG dceplical.
Wiih [N [otal populstion of
seals UBkPOwWR, &5 10 The dva-
portion of lest pups nermxily
inding their way ot to ses,
thert are uninrtonste caps n
The argumens fudceshing s AAr. |
tmal xili. Mr Borner, howerar,
;b oan ackmowledied axpert snd |
NERC 4 ausfed !
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JOURNAL  *Mgrtheran Daily Matl™ ¢Hartlepool)

DATE

Dec, 8, 1349

“Ch;er;li}:ﬂs proBéT
after seal deaths

Scmﬂmc toarms investigsting the desths of Wam
Coast scsle, aea birds, »nd sk Nave starisd ressarch
on chemicais dumped In the Irigh Rea One that is mnder
cioss scrutiny s PCB. (polyehiorinsted biphenys), &
synthetic Tobricsnt uaed in ibe peint and plastics industry.
There are several chowment ™ - = T

A Miniry of Agrieultere
B el i iume | woersman Tkt v
" g today There | mEnths s 3 EMOR Sumpen
Are 2 tumher of thewe dumping ﬂ“rmmaﬂm nduetnel
m:‘mw& n-:'; "‘.""::'mmtﬂ'
wasle wtibest ceamiistion® | They
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