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With regard to Hofreuter, et ai, report on the blood-  
lead studies in Philadelphia, my comments would closely follow  
those outlined in Don Diggs' letter of April 13* 1962.

In addition, I should like to comment that the reader  
is likely to become confused by the intermingling of what is  
significant from mathematical treatment and health standpoints.

The opening statement that the "investigations be under­
taken to evaluate the public health significance" is followed  
by an extended analysis of statistical significance. There is  
a sentence on the first page and a sentence on the last page  
Indicating that the difference in the blood lead concentrations  
of the various groups studied do not have health significance.

In a mathematical sense the word "significant" is de­
fined and has meaning. Outside this field the bare word "sig­
nificant" is vague and implies Importance without stating why  
or how important. In my opinion more accurate and'descriptive  
terms should be used in scientific writing to define the degree  
of importance of a finding. The expression "is significant  
because" would, of course, be acceptable.

The material in the report could easily be reorganized  
to avoid misunderstanding on the part of the reader.

Yours sincerely,
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