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‘Dastardly Act’ aw

Carolina Sees

Prom Woreid 190 and Wire Reperty

Red Over PCBs

the 15 affected counties will deliver -

McGEE'S CROSSROADS, N.C. notices on the danger of prolonged

— Keith Langdon planned to cele- axposurs to

brate his birthday last Saturdsy by
Maving tome friends over 10 his
brother's farm nesr this map dot in
eastern North Carolina.

But Langdon changed his mind.
What made him change Ms mind
has much of the Tar Heel state in an
“almost unbelievable anger,” a4 One
resident puts it. .

‘Saveral days earller, workers on,
the Langdon farm began to feel fil.
“f thought (t was my high blood

. said M.H. Coates. 1 was,

wesk, sick at my stomach.”
“§ thought it was something they
were spraying on the tobacco or the
petatoes,” said Anne P. Stephenson.

BUT IT wasn't Costes’ blood
pressure, and it wasn't something
they were spraying on the crops. It
was fumes from the industrial
chemical PCB, which had Deen
dumped — illegally — along State
Roed 210 near the Langdon farm.

The deliberate spills, about a foot'
or & foot-and-a-half wide, extend
far beyond the stretch of State
Roed 210 detween Smithfield snd
Angler. They have matted the grass
and dirt in the swales along 230
miles of rural roads, roughly in a
50-mile radius around the capital
city of Raleigh.

“The wind could be a-biowin’ It
to you and your eyes would sting,
your nose would ‘bura and you'd be
sick to your stomach,” said Braxton
Miles, another worker on the farm
of Mitchell Langdon. “You'd want
water, Dut if you drank water you
feit Hke you wanted to throw it up.

“You sure didn’t want anything

40 est at dinger that day.”

The dumping apparently occur-

red in the first week of August.

Gov. James Hunt denounced it as

o “dastardly act” on Thursday and

said the stats will spend up 10 $1.5

million to dig up the contaminated

" He also said the state will

for blood tests for peopie who

m’lk they might heve deen ex
posed.

to residents of the
contaminated areas. Warning signs
aleo are 10 be posted.

AND, WITHIN the next two
weeks, state Department of Trans-
portation empioyes are to Dbegin

I des. First

g up the
they'll cover the foot-wide spill
arsas with activated carbon o suck
up a3 much of the chemicals as pos-
sibie. Then they’ll dig up the tainted
grass end moil — an estimated

2,500 tons — for burial on three or
four isolated, state-ownéd tracts in
the eastern of the state.

Meanwhile, North Carolinians
struggle with their anger over the
dumping. Natural Resources Secre-
tary Howard Lee calied it “an out-
rageous act against the environ-
ment.”

Stuart George, a Lee subordinate,
said, “People are incensed that any-
one would jump into a tank truck in
the midele of the night and dump
:GLE s long-lasting, nasty chemi-

— STEVE SINK
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“THERE IS no imminent h
danger.” Hunt's press ntre.t:ll":
Gary Pearce, said Friday. “But PCB
cont,mlmlian is a long-term thin
E:i( 'k wh-tnmahn it scery. \\’r

now the long-
’Cp'ég" h“m.m"‘ng term effects of
s. or polychlorinated bi
nyls. are extremely siabie :y:hr:
carbons that contain chlorine. Be-
:ause they are fire-resistant, they
Tiid in- electrcal squipm sung
c;
the late 1920s. oo since

It wasn't until ]

tists discovered !uzt“ PI(?;: .::;”;

2;:’:( down, that they remain in the
‘onment I

2'21?:. FI::C:I:‘O:: burned at about
e other shoe feil

later: Scientists found I;A:%ly:.m“

2 possible cancer-causing agent and

8180 are suspected of causing birth

defects. By eating PCB-contaminat-

ed foods, which can inciude fish,

beef, poultry,

vlrehblu. hnmmmm':

‘b.u“l;upu of the chemical in their
ssue

heaith mmm‘:‘ TR Nong-isem

Just two month;
vironmental - Protection” UASM' —
(EPA) proposed that the Imperta-
tion and use of PCBs be prokih

MONSANTO CO., which hed
. manufacturer of
PCBs, voluntarily stopped produc.
ng the chmiul’; 8 year ago. M
EPA officials tay about 440 miltion
pounds have found their way into
the enviroament through lesks, va-
porization and dumptag — bdoth
le;snl end lllegal.
tuart George, of the North Ca;
lina Department N 44
- sources, u\aomu“ me !2:;
tm. company, sitting on several
maybe just didn't 5-3: th‘ch. a-aum"'
dllpoun of it properly.” w0
. e state’s Bureay of
tion is looking into the du:::\:m.:l:
.though the deed Is only a Il?*-
;nennor in North Carolina. Stiffer
c:dr:yn: m:h:mlul-dumpln. laws
Ximum $23,
one-yeer jail term. 900 fine sna
Gov. Hunt said health officials in

Envoy to Togo Named
WASHINGTON —~ (AP) — Presi.

dent Carter has named
Maril
Johnson, 56, a career diplcmz: l:

be U.S. ambassador t,
of Togo. She will mm.lmmg
Paimer, Wi has resigned. ’




