
Meeting Request Form for Administrator Scott Pruitt

T o d a y ’s D ate: F ebruary  19, 2018

M eetin g  D ate: M arch 8, 2018

M eetin g  Tim e: Before 9 :30 , 11:30- 1, after 2 :30 .

R eq u ested  L ocation  ( if  o ffsite , p lease  lis t  address, parking in struction s, etc.): E P A  Building 

R equestor: Steven Rhines, Noble Research Institu te , LLC, A rdm ore, Oklahom a

P u rp o se  o f  th e  M ee tin g : B rief the  A dm in istra to r and E PA  staff regard in g  the  form ation of a national 
coalition, convened by the  Noble R esearch Institu te , to create a new vo lun tary  environm ental services m arket 
th a t benefits agricu ltu ra l producers and im proves the  env ironm ent for society at large. T h e  underly ing 
environm ental services m arket will be built upon a land stew ardship and m anagem ent p latform  to prom ote 
stew ardship th ro u g h  m anagem ent, and specifically, p rom ote  practices to  build soil health  on w ork ing  lands, 
w hich yield m ultip le ecosystem  services, including increased carbon sto res and im proved w ater quality.

B ackground on  the M eeting: In  A ugust 2017 , we m et w ith  A d m in istra to r P ru itt in Oklahom a, we outlined an 
early concept for a land stew ardship p rog ram  to yield and quantify ecosystem  services on w ork ing  lands w ith  a 
related  free m arket approach to  properly  value such ecosystem  services. Since this early conversation, Noble 
has hosted a series of convenings of industry  and m arket stakeholders; the  early concept is tak ing  shape and 
efforts are focused on creation o f the  appropriate  free m arket platform .

R o le  o f  th e  Adm inistrator: Identify  any considerations (e.g., ecosystem  services prio rities, regu la to ry  factors, 
docum ented econom ic benefits, expertise) th a t should influence or shape the  early design o f the  land 
stew ardship p rog ram /ecosystem  services m arket; identify alignm ent betw een E PA  policy o r p rogram s and 
N oble’s position of “stew ardship th ro u g h  p rop er m anagem ent” for w ork ing  agricu ltu ra l lands; no te  the  Noble 
Research In s titu te ’s w illingness and ability to  assist the A d m in istra to r o r E PA  regard in g  agricu ltu ral 
production  or agricu ltu ra l land stew ardship , p rim arily  in the  Southern  G rea t Plains.

A ttendees: W illiam  Buckner, president, Noble Research Institu te , LLC, Bruce K night, principal and founder, 
S trategic C onservation Solutions (form er Chief o f NRCS-U SDA, 2002-2006), Steve Rowe, president, N ew trien t

P o in t o f  Contact: Steve Rhines, sprhines@ noble.org
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