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DOW CHEMICAL U.S.A.

August 18, 1987

’ LOUISIANA DIVISION

P. O. BOX 160 

PLAQUE MINE, LOUISIANA 70765*0150 

604 369-8000

Herm Waltemate
Manager, Safety, Health and Environment 
The BF Goodrich Company

xc: Bob Oubre
Manager, VCM Tech Center 
Dow Chemical Co.

Re: Survey on Unloading/Loading of VCM

Please see the attached for the survey data you requested. 

For additional information just give me a call at 

504-389-6655.

Bud Balentine
VCM Quality Assurance Coordinator 
Dow Chemical Company

AN OPERATING UNIT OF THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY
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Is this response for loading or unloading of vinyl chloride. Please 
circle:

Ctoading) Unloading

How many liquid hoses do you attach? Om/TankaVL size? ______________

How many vapor hoses do you attach? Ont/TankaaA size? ^"

Do you have an excess flow valve in the piping? (Not the excess 
fl.ow valve in the railroad car.)

Yes (No j

If yes, please describe the type of valve and where it is located.

JJ
fio
CO

Do you have a check valve in the piping of each unloading hose? w

Yes No

If yes, please describe the type of valve' and where it is locate

Do you rely on the railroad car excess flow valve? _________________

How do you measure the VCM level in the railroad tank car? Please 
describe.

UA.Hfa.nd mannctJ.r aauofna duvtce. uAzd f,QSi to acting, T/C Jj>, oJniqhzd bt&oAZ leaving 
dtvtA.ton '^oh. ^hJjjpmznt to cuAtomeA,

What type of safety protection is provided in your railroad tank car 
loading/unloading operation? Please describe.

ftItratu'ha Light' d&wjJLt<LuAA and jnztaJL Loading gAta yznt/ltquid ABV&; nmoto,

pump Akuto^iA; Audto-vtAunl g/iound tndfcatton/ataAw; MateA moYuton. Ay&tejn; bfie.athA.ng 

cuA e.acfi station and SCBA tn shack and Q/iound leygl; pAoto.cJA.vz cJLothtng faoh. ZoadeAA.
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9.

10

Do you have a GC monitoring system in the loading/unloading area?

(.Yes) No Other

Do you install a remote operated shut off valve at the tank car 
connection?

Yes ( No)

If yes, what activates this valve? _________________________________________ __

11. What type of hose do you use in this service? Please describe.

S/S bhn. d, tzfilon LLnzd 16 thz ho&z pfizAzntly iiszd.

K Do you have an inspection or testing program for these hoses? 
Please describe.

Vz£. Annual.hudno tQJ>t and vZ&uat InAipzation bz/ofiz zack u&z,_______________

13. What type of disconnect do you use in this service? Please describe. 

HammeA unions mMi a. v^Lton "0" fu.ng 6zaZ%

14. Do you require constant attendance by an operator during loading or 
unloading?

15

lYes) No Other

How do you remove the VCM vapors in the hoses for disconnect? 
Please describe.

PuAae uiitk, ni&iogen

JJ
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16. What are your requirements for chocking and setting the brakes on 
the railroad car? Please describe.

Wheels gJio, ch.zc.ke.ct uuXh one check tn each. dJjizctton and hand bAakz t6. set on each 

caA.

17. Have you ever experienced an uncontrolled release in the
loading/unloading operation? Please describe the incident, the 
cause and the corrective measures taken.

A hose ^oaZvJlz occuAnzd approximately f,tve years. ago, At completion of. loading thz 

manmiZ ■Itgacd valve at thz T/C loading station #7 mas closed, The Zoa.cU.no operator 

started malklhg to thz nedct T/C to check its' progress. Afitz?i hearing a nolsz he 

Turned to see that thz hose at #1 had completely szperatzd at thz ring that couples- 

thz Individual hose component* to thz flanged Auction, Thz T/C excess f,lom valve 

checked so that only thz contents oft tide hone mere spilled, Thz cause oft thz ftallure 

cocu, Improper assemblzy by thz hose manufacturer.
33
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 to _______________________________________________________________________________________

Company:

Location:

c l)<mr________________

Preparer:

PLEASE RETURN TO:

Herm Waltemate 
BFGoodrich Company 

6100 Oak Tree Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44131 

U.S.A.

0841j/kp
6/26/87



BFGoodrich H>£7 S/1 MATCHED

The BFGoodrich Company 
Geon Vinyl Division
6100 Oak Tree Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44131 
216-447-6000

VCSA Member:

~S

/daJt&776M. ^ru..

I would appreciate the completion of the attached survey on the 
unloading/loading of vinyl chloride. I will report on the 
results of the survey at the forthcoming October 1-2, 1907 
meeting.

This survey was initiated because of a serious accident within 
BFGoodrich. The quick disconnect on an unloading hose 
separated during unloading releasing liquid VCM. An operator 
who was nearby, without protective equipment, shut off the tank 
car valves and reconnected the hose. He was seriously burned 
with second and third degree burns from the direct contact with 
liquid vinyl chloride. I will provide further details as part 
of the case history discussion.

Thank you for your cooperation in providing me this information.

civ W

HW/kp 
0841 j

Sincerely,

THE BFGOODRICH COMPANY 
Geon Vinyl Division

yL—
Herm Walteraate 
Manager, Safety, Health 
and Environment

Attachment
30
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Is this response for loading or unloading of vinyl chloride. Please 
circle:

Loading Unloading
^---------------------- ------ ~j)o t'Jo"T" uiir t*

How many liquid hoses do you attach? \/S(T fiuJ'Utru Size? o' —

3 .
\^rT0irJT fifths/ ^ 11

How many vapor hoses do you attach? 'fe«"T)oT c/5"£'"/yVstfSize? / - 3
l/<e- £ t*n^cru “To>*jt A o

4. Do you have an excess flow valve in the piping? (Not the excess 
flow valve in the railroad car.) $

Yes °

If yes, please describe the type of valve and where it is located, <o

5.

•
Do you have a check valve in the piping of each unloading hose?

✓*====^->. e k-ct \JcJU*~ e>~*—
^------------- ^ JltAcAa*^. ^ /CooJLL^^ p-u^vv^O ,

If yes, please describe the type of valve and where it is located.

6. Do you rely on the railroad car excess flow valve?

7. How do you measure the VCM level in the railroad tank car? Please 
describe.
Jjo A-£> O fij Sir /4 L (^S

8.

•

What type of safety protection is provided in your railroad tank car 
loading/unloading operation? Please describe.

“ ) J O ,, ■ ' r {_ J > ! S L 4 r: r- s r s -I ^ , e

” ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ;—;-------------------------------------------------

' r *c i^ te ) i ^c< o-^.„ ^ ^'c- ■ - .• t ' r.C k-c* ^ '<•*'> r p-r-
V

—s.'----- 7*

V C 2 r ^ 1 - -• ' n ~ < 0~- Cf. r , -'Cf ' ^ •> ' ! <■ ' ~ '
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9 .

10

11.

Do you have a GC monitoring system in the loading/unloading area?

i Yes\ No Other

Do you install a remote operated shut off valve at the tank car 
connection?

t* es__s 12.WVC/C- ^0

If yes, what activates this valve? A L lr £z~ /// // T~

n A hJ u A ______ A^ Ht> l I\i A C-&- __ 0 <L A>-o

<Ao >J>- tT-O C l^tio >M <^g~AjT TO n A C /C_

What type of hose do you use in this service? Please describe.

T^o fO a ~7~U C CT /ffc> $ ________ (/-TC aJ T / A C_

A Co____ $uj i iJbi— ,ttra>i<o> S .

Do you have an inspection or testing program for these hoses? 
Please describe.

C.v r r ° (J ^ 4-ri JL !1 '
V-.t r ^

9p
(f)
oro
co
CO

(b g f ■ a j ajA., rj )■ 1 i r L: / 'f y * > * •' f.

13, What type of disconnect do you use in this service? Please describe, 

KAnrvi? >4 L° <-/< ,________ &L/4L0A-VtrJ4

hllLLTA-T* <^o jO aJ&C^To/IS

14. Do you reguire constant attendance by an operator during loading or
unloading? JU*J**^ (yuA^ M.

Yes A'no^ Other \JLA'tJJU GrvJZ*

15. How do you remove the VCM vapors in the noses for disconnect?
Please describe.

£ u) fJ oj >tW N->
I KJTD

rfc.

e£_
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16.

17.

What are your requirements for chocking and setting the brakes on 
the railroad car? Please describe.

/
Jlyf

^LaJ^-u/C /y \

/Cb&JLt %, X-o c <y__ /. v , £~i'y
~Zb<

Have you ever experienced an uncontrolled release in the 
loading/unloading operation? Please describe the incident, the 
cause and the corrective measures taken.

Mil

3J
C/3

Oro
(D
(O
CJ1

Company: 

Location: 

Preparer:

7)<rz?.r

/"Hst Ai0-r\ / £ds7i4fsh_

PLEASE RETURN TO:

Herm Waltemate 
BFGoodrich Company 

6100 Oak Tree Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44131 

U. S.A.

47VZ ,

0841j/kp
6/26/87


