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March 7, 1940.

Mr. C. X, Chase, 3ecretary-Manager
Washington B8tate Apple Commission
denatcnse, Washington.

Dear Major Chase:

This morning I spent neerly two hours with Dr. Kehce. .
He gave me a copy of a paper soon to e published which A
summarivzes his latest work bearing on the lead tolerance
question, and I am inclosing it,

He stated as a generalization that on the basis of results
to date, he has no answers cansble of practical agplication
to the immediate probiem. Dr. XKechoe would be extremely
dubious =8 to the advisability of a furlher raicing of the
lesd tolersnce &t least until there is conclusive evidence
&8s to ihe nature of lead poisoning itsell. Ths material
inclosed ocutlines a study aow in progress in waich he
establishes that the body sets up an equilibrium between
inteke and output of lsad when larger cuantities of lead
are ingested over a pericd of time.

The issue is, dees lead polscning result from

1. =Zuch sn efuilibrium ad

of leed that the tl

or, 2., An overthrow of thi \
of lead exceeds a certain critical amount.

In other words, it is not kpown what bYakes place when lead
poisoning occurs; there is no explenstion yet as to the
physiolcgice mechanisme involved., Dr. Xehos placed great
importance on this question.

He pointcd out his view is necessarily somewhat different
from that of the Publlic Healih Service; what it must do is
toc try to adapt itself to the urgency of an lmmediate
situation, while the purely sclientific goint of view taken
by him must depend on complete factual evidence covering
every point involved in the matter. He made the statement,
"No person knows, and no combination of persons know, what
the tolerance should be on the basis of fact."

I hope this conveys the gist of what he said without doing
to0 much violence to its saccureacy. :

S@néerely yours,
“h ’/‘-
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