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. . Society of the Plastics Industry, a Jeddin
vestigations uncovered at least two dozen trade group, has disclosed that Malton
deaths of chemical workers from the un- %35 found that animals given small’
usual cancer, which attacked their Iivers. .pounts of vinyl chloride with their food
Seven of the known deaths were among gdevelop angiosarcoma . .
workers at the Goodrich plant on Bells The U.S. representative said that ac-
Lane. The most recent death occurred cording to the information the agency has
Tucsday. Two other employes here are received, one experiment performed by~
being {reated_ for the disease. . Maltoni involved the addition of 50 milli-
Up till now, however, the bulk of the grams of vinyl chloride to each kilogram
pressure has beep on reducing exposure of food given to laboratory animals.
to the chemical, not on looking into what. (There are 1,000 milligrams in a8 gram
happens to people who eat food that has and 1,000 grams in a kilogram, which is
been packaged in plastic.! v about 2.2 pounds.) The animals devel-
However, fed:ra&b relgﬂa‘t’orsmdu} ban oped angiosarcoma in about 45 weeks,:
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" posure to vinyl chloride is generally not
"exposed to it for at least 10 years. .

. the chemical, plastics, and food industries

" jnto surrounding materdals.: ;. »
50 weeks, the spokesman seid. v 2:

‘The cabcer was produced in the
thymus gland in the neck of the animals.
Researchers reportedly favor the'study of
this gland In many cases because Of iis
rapid development during the early years
of an animal's life. The researchers have
found that angiosarcoma produced by ex-

detected until human beings have been

‘The difficulty with vinyl chloride for

is that the  chemical is extremely un-
stable, Even when stablized in the form
of polyvinyl chloride or so-called PVC,
the vinyl chloride has a tendency to
break down im tiny amounts. As the re-
search on liquor bottles indicated, the
vinyl chloride has a tendency to leach out
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the containers into the liquor. The feder- ]}
al regulators claimed the ban was only
precautionary’ and allowed distillers to
sell off I}iquor that already had been bot-
tled in plastic. ... - . ¢ 2T e e

The pplastiés industry has already] -
begun research on developing a plastie| . -
{hat will not leach out the vinyl chlotide | ./ .
into the material being packaged. . %
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" use of plasties in the food indu “pro-
vided there is no detectable md:gerp(i.n"
this case, viny] chloride) migrating to the

“!ood. (A monomer is a type of chemical
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_Mique thal permits the detection- of as~.- A ‘
little as 50 parts of the chemical per bil-
-l;o:kpam of t{x:dmtgt;ﬁa! being tested ™ A*

' spokesman nof “this :

) tical definition of zero"tbh pBeal 4t

chemical. Regulators have cut the max-
{rl&um permissible exposure to 50 parts of
the previous stapdard - and after Apri
1, the industey was to cut operating levpg.:
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-~ A spokesman for Goodrich uest‘en:h 4
said the operating levels at the {-ouisvﬂle

prac: per million. The firm plans
Presence of:the . Dirstors when Jeves within the plant rise,

. grams aimed at reducing exposures to the

gas per million parts of air.— a 10th -

"Plant have been cut to less than six parts
to use res-

deéaths and two workers who are being
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treated for the disease here, seven more™

[0f the industry” deaths occurred at & Ca~

nadiap, plant now operated- by Goodrich.” 4",

Cancer-vinyl link raises question

.

In addition to the seven amgiosarcoma. --.
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The Goodrich spokesman, however, noted- "

that six of the employes worked for the™ ™+

firm that sold the plant to Goodrich and ™~

the seventh was. ill

at the tim
plant transfer, -+ = . - e of

4

v jaew

.y "
B R T B e . T % B S ~

.

r

L k-

EC- 2443

the’ *v%
e LR U1

He 'said that ‘whila ofher émploye cans;
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