. THE MOUNT SINAI MEDICAL CENTER

= ;- \ :
“/‘\ ONE CUSTAVE L LEVY ITALS « NFW YOKK XY 1002%

\00‘ P .. - P ° . \'0 e )
. - . . -« . . . LA - -
——— Moumt Sinai School of Medicine * The Maunt Sinai Hospital oo
s - : R . PO - - . ’ hd hd d
. .o - A e . Emironmental Sciences Lotoratonn = = .
Augusz 2, 1983 _ LT . . . Cummings Bosic Sciences Ruildimg = ..
N - . T T - 7. I0Eas: 102 Streer P
- R oL . - Nea York, New York 1002% S L
. . L T e LT 2121 6306153 I
- ’ ...' - . o " -te . ) : . ) k ’ ‘ ) e
) * e, RSP T, v T . ©oL . . .
’ v % e e . .3t . T ‘ P h
" 7.4 7 Mz, Chuck 8carborou3h RIS ST ] . -l ;
.. :'- : Channel 4, WHBC - . _ - el oatT A Tu T e : S
) . +-30 Rockefeller Plaza R I - . LoE -
- R KCV York. NY oo .. ,".- . st N ._:. . . ) - E ) ....
e . Dear ur. Sca.r‘borough’ ) “'.’ { R TP Lo
o Several veeks ago we received from your :elevisicm nework three

. samples of Monokote MK-5 spray insulation, taken from three differ— L
. "~- ent construction sites in New York City. These samples were idenci~ =~ . -
e tied as follovs. 10: 562. lo: 2D1 a.nd lot 8Gl. . -

..
-y .

Each sample vas prepared to: eleecm microscopic analysis in .. e
- the same mamner:; An aliquot was £irst passed through a No. 120- ) :
mesh screen for the purpose of separating finer dust from clumps
. of material. This fraction was then treated with 0.1 molar sulfuric
acid to dissolve the gypsum present.. After washing and drying,
the material vas prepared for electron microscopic apalysis by .
- the "wvipe-out” tecknique. At least 20 grid openings, on tvelve :
s, grids, were scanned at 13,000X magnification (a total of from
7 7 2 to 3 tremolite fibers were seen for each sacple). Their Iden-
tities were escablished by chemical arnd ultra-structural characteri-
- 7 .zation., These fibers represent only a trace of the toral mass
.. . of the aliquot examined. While the precise quantity of tremolite
. present in each sample is difficult to measure, it =ay be estinated
'~ to be on the order of ten-thousandths of. a percent, OT possibly -
© parts per nillion, by volu:ne. o : ' )

. | Oa the basis of t.his mineralogical durac:eri:::ion. I vould consider . ' -

these three samples of HonokoCe MR=-S to be virtually free of asbesti-
form mineral fiber.

. o : " Arthur N. Rohl, Ph.D. }‘j;'

Assistant Professor, Hineralogy
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