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REGULATORY ACLIONS CONCERNIUG ASBESTOS

Over the past several wvsaeks the Institute has received correspondence
concerulnp, activity by Federal rerulatory reencies as concerno nsbestos.
Some of these activities are described in this bulletin.

QCCUPATIQNAL SATFETY AND BEALTH ADUINRISTRATION (GSHA) DIRECTIVE AS CONCLRNS
EXPOSURE AND MEDICAL ERANINATIOHS
I have copied from an Asbestos Information Association "Hews and Hotes" of
October 31, 1975 concerning this subject. In essence, OSHA dissued a
directive to its Regional Administrators concerning compliance with the
medlcal examination requirements of the standard. This is an attomnt by
OHSA to answer the guestion as to what consists of exposure to airborpe
concentrations of ssbestes in the workplace, They are advising their
Regional Administrators that concentratloas of 0.1 asbestos fibers f(or more)
larger than 5 micremeters per cubic centimeter will be consldered exposvre
to asbestos fibers. If these exposure levels arxe 0.1 or move, medical
exaninations are required.

You may wish to refer to the text as forwarded by the Asbestos Information
Association.

CONSUMER. PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSTON (CPSC) MEMORANDUM COUCERKIIIG ASBESTQS

IH COISUMER PRODUCTS
WMy, Jim Reis of Johns-lianville sent alonp a Consumer Product Safety
Commission memorandum concerning asbestoa. This report based its recommends-
tions on the Kearney report which was made to identify consumer preducts
conteining asbestos., In the Kearney roview of producta it wras their
conclusion that friction materials contaiuing asbestos are not likaly to be
considered a consumer product Lecause they are not under the juriediction
of the Comsumeyr Product Safety Commission. This CFSC memorandum concentrated
in the areas of bulk asbestos fiber and dry mix texture paints containing
ashestos for consuuer usage, Thic report also discussed exposure to
asbestos from cellinns and other structural surfacas. Triction nmaterials
were not marked for further Caonsumer Product Safety Commlssion atudy,

EGVIROSEITAL PROTECTION AGEICY (FPA) REVILY O ASBUSING

The Envirommental Protection Agency's office of toxic substances has
concluded a lengthy report or asbestos. Their concern with asbestos is

any avea where asbestos usage could affect environmental exposura by air,
water or feod. Nrake lininps were mentioned geveral times in the report

as regards air and water exposure. There was no new epidemiolosical data
as concerned ashestos exposure to friction materials workers, There ware
references to brake lining wear being a source of asbestos in amhient urban
air, and it mentioned possible exposures to individuals from asbestes-
containing products in sutomntive supply stores.
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Towards the end of the report there was a comment to the effect that 1if
monitoring determines that asbestos fibers are emitted from brake linings

in significant amounts that the Toxic Substances Control Act could be

used to control the asbestos content of brake linings and to promote safer
effective gubstitutes. It noted that an interim step could be to require
under the TSCA that manufacturers report any research results on substitutes.
This report is in excess of fifty pages and it is being distributed to

the Asbestos Study Committee for their review, If a member were interested
in a copy of the complete report the Institute would be pleased to send

one on request.

The foregoing items are sent along az 2 matter of information to the
Membership.

E. V. Drislane
Executive Director

CC: Active Members - List €
Licensees
Regional Members (U.S. Dues)




