
December 5, 1958

D r. E a r l  W. Doty 
295 La V erne Avenue 
Belm ont Shores 
Long Beach 3, C aliforn ia

D ear E a r l:

I send you herew ith  a copy of the rep o rt of the analy tica l finding in the 
u r in e  of M r. L . E. R ice. The rep o rt and the le t te r  w ill bo se lf-exp lanato ry .

I think I should com m ent on one asp ec t of your letter,, in th a t th e re  seem s to 
have been an undue hesita tion  on your p a rt - o r  perhaps i t  was on the p a r t  of 
the o ther doc to rs - to exam ine th is m an and to send sam ples of blood and 
u rine  to us fo r an a ly s is . R egard less of the source of the concern  le s t th is 
m an 's anx iety  be in c reased  by the investigation  of h is s ta tu s , I consider th is 
to  have been an unduly tim id  and u n rea lis tic  approach to the prob lem .
Throughout the h is to ry  of th is  business en te rp r ise , we have been ready to 
investigate  any case prob lem  th a t a ro se . Indeed, we have been pledged, as 
a  m a tte r of policy, to the conduct of a m ed ica l investigation  whenever i t  
seem ed n e c e ssa ry  o r pertinen t. I have n ev er known, an honest m an o r patient 
to re a c t badly to a  s incere  e ffo rt to estab lish  the fac ts. Pussyfooting with 
these p rob lem s inv ites susp ic ion  add runs the r isk  of inviting litigation . We 
have nothing to cover up, and if v;e should find evidence of sign ificant exposure 
to te trae th y l lead  under any cf the conditions which we now believe to be free  
of h azard , we sha ll have to investigate fu r th e r until the fac ts can be m ade c le a r .

Your job is  not to p rop itia te  custom ers o r  th e ir  m ed ica l rep resen ta tiv es, if 
such seem s to  be expected by the la t te r ,  but to m aintain  sa tis fac to ry  conditions 
of working, and to estab lish  the fac ts in  a  c le a r and defin itive m anner, if  
situations a r is e  in which the p recau tionary  m easu res which we have adv ised 
fa il fo r any  reaso n  to be sa tis fac to ry ,

I suspect th a t you ap p rec ia te  these m a tte rs , and that your m anner of expressing  
you rse lf  gave the wrong im p ress io n  to m e, N everthe less, in  o rd e r to keep 
m a tte rs  s tra ig h t between u s, i t  seem s w ise to m ake th is position quite c le a r . 
Never fe a r  to investigate , and alw ays undertake, by approp ria te  m eans, to 
estab lish  the fa c ts . It is  by these  m eans that we have m anaged to keep th is 
industry  responsib le  fo r p ro p er perfo rm ance. -

S incere ly  yours,

KB  0015313

Robert A. Kehoe * M*D
RAK ef N20375



P . S. I cam e to the age of com pulsory  re t irem en t on D ecem ber 1, and am  
no longer responsib le  fo r the d irec tion  of E thy l's m ed ica l a f fa irs . You will 
be dealing with D r. K itzm ille r, h e re a f te r , in  m a tters  of policy and perfo rm ance 
in connection with the day 's w ork. Sam ples sen t to the L abora to ry  fo r ana lysis, 
how ever, a re  m y business, since I handle a ll of the w ork of the L abo ra to ry  that 
has to do with. lead . You can continue, th e re fo re , to advise me of the fac ts 
concern ing req u ests of th is type, with a copy to D r. K itzm ille r, so that he will 
be aw are of what goes on in re la tion  to Ethyl and re f in e ry  personnel under your 
superv is ion . '

Dr. Earl W. Doty * (2) - December 5, 1958

R . A . K .

0015314


