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Laura,
Nice to e-meet you. My bio is attached. I'm lookimg forward to participating. As you know, 

Ethics requires that I obtain their approval. Could you please answer their questions 
below so they can perform their due diligence? Thank you.

1. Who is the sponsor or host?
2. Is the sponsor a 501(c)3?
3. What is the purpose of the event?
4. Is the event a fundraiser?
5. Who has been invited? (as in nonprofit, other federal executive 
employees, legislative branch, etc.)
6. Approximately, how many people are expected to attend?

7. What is the monetary value of the gift of free attendance? (cost 
conference fee, registration fee, food, refreshments, entertainment, instruction, and 
materials furnished to all attendees as an integral part of the event) How was this 
cost determined?

Aurelia Skipwith
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for Fish and Wildlife and Parks

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW, Room 3148
Washington, DC 20240 
(202) 208 5837

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

On Wed, Feb 20, 2019 at 2:21 AM VanderMeer, Laura <LV anderMeer@keHeydrye.com> 
wrote:

Thank you Andrea. Aurelia, nice to meet you. I will be in touch with you after I hear back 
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from Pam, hopefully later today. In the meantime, I would appreciate it if you could have 
someone forward me your bio to make sure we get the introduction right.

Thanks again, laura

LAURA VAN DER MEER

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
+32.2.899.2931

From: Travnicek, Andrea [mailto:andrea travnicek@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 12:46 AM
To: VanderMeer, Laura <LVanderMeer@KelleyDrye.com>
Cc: Aurelia Skipwith <aurelia skipwith@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Alliance meeting

CAUTION External Email

Laura-

Thanks for the e-mail today. Looks like a good discussion for next week.

Aurelia Skipwith, FWP Deputy Assistant Secretary will be taking my place. Please coordinate 
with her on logistics and topics. She is knowledgeable on the topics and Pam will be there as 
well.

I apologize for the change this week. Look forward to catching up soon.

Andrea

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D.
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Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks

Exercising the Authority of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

work: 202-208-0969

cell: 202-897-7220

On Tue, Feb 19, 2019 at 1:38 PM VanderMeer, Laura <LV anderMeer@kelleydrye.com> 
wrote:

Hello all

As we have been unable to connect by phone, Pam, and I am traveling as of early morning, I 
wanted to send a brief note.

As far as I understand, both of you are coming to address the meeting, which is great. I have 
given it a general title of “U.S. Priorities for CITES and Update from the Fish & Wildlife 
Service”.

Concerning the former, we would like to know what the U.S. priorities are of course. We 
also would be interested in U.S. positions on several specific topics of interest/concern as 
follows:

Legal acquisition findings /due diligence

Appropriate and acceptable destinations, including requirement to show conservation benefit

Review of trade of specimens “reported” as bred in captivity

Purpose codes
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Black Sea Dolphin

Totoaba

If you’d like to better understand our interests/concerns on any of these topics, I can fill you 
in.

Finally, as mentioned in other contexts, there have been so many changes at FWS so it 
would be great if you can fill the Alliance members in on the organisation who is doing 
what (of relevance to marine mammals/zoological parks), etc. Other things of interest might 
be, for example, plans to move toward improvements in electronic permit processing 
systems etc.

I hope this is helpful.

We have from 9-10 blocked but if we finish earlier that is fine too.

Last year, when Todd and Mary Cogliano did this panel, I presented one slide per CITES 
issue just to make sure everyone in the room understood the topic. I would be happy to do 
that again or if not please just be aware that many of the persons in the audience are not 
down in the weeds on CITES issues and lingo.

If there is anything else from DOI/FWS perspective of relevance to our members, feel free 
to mention it. Following our piece will be the following (and these persons will also be 
present for your remarks):

Office of the Secretary, USDA

APHIS

NMFS

You are more than welcome to stay including for lunch.



Best regards, laura

LAURA VAN DER MEER
Partner

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Rue Marie de Bourgogne 52
Maria Van Bourgondiestraat 52 
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium 
+32.2.899.2931 

lvandermeer@kelleydrye.com

EU Transparency Register: 441562013706
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