October 31, 1945

Mr. ¢. L. uisso-Glll, _

“he Assoclated Lthyl Comnany Lﬂmited,
Avda. Pte. foque saenz Pena TlJ,
fjuenos Aires, Argentina.

Lear Charlie:

I was very glad to hear from you and to find out how things
vere going. I am very glad that Dr. Pavliovsky has been made
& member of the Committee on regulations. This should be very
helptul in getting sensible and workable plans laid down.

In reply to Dr. ;avliovsky's question we have found the followilng
general program of analytical work to be quite satisfactory. In
the American manufacturing plents we have made careful selection
ot a representatlive group of workmen. We have not cerried out"
analyses on Lhe excretion of all workmen,ior the ides has been
not so much tc check indlviduals, s to use the observations

made as 8 means of determining the general level of lead expo-
sure in the various occupations of the manufacturing plant.
Accordingly we have selected lu Lo 2u% (never less than % or 4
individuals} of the group engaged In any one occuretion. These
men have vbeen advised what ls desires and how to conduct Lnem-
selves properly, and each hss bteen urged to glve his most careful
atiention 1o follow out Lthe ilnsctructions given him for the
collection of samples of feces and urine at stated intervals.

fhe composite group of 40 to 12y workmen (devending upon the
total number employed in manufacturing activitles) collects
samples in accordance with our instructions at intervels of three
montls. ‘he results are studled carefully from time to time in
order to see what is occurring in connection with the several
cccupaitions. We have followed this procedure for about fifteen
years, and the avallable information makes 1t possible for us to
predict under a given set of conditions. If the plant in Argen-
tina 1s bullt in accordance with ihe best current metithods, we -
should be able to control all of the hazards to an adequate extent.
In this way there should be no difficuliy of any kind for a
period of years at least. I may say by way of illustration that
the British plant was bullt and the general mecdical regimen wvas
set up in accordance with our instructions in 1939Y. By reason

of the small numoer of employees, Ir. Cessells chose Lo make
observations on cach individual. Therefore, he has complete data
al quarterly lntlervals on all the employees of this plant. Luring
that perlod there have been no cases of lead poilsoning and there
have been no instances of lead absorption beyond safe limits
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In addition tc the analyses referred to above other analyses
are made 1in accordance with current requirements. 7Thus it any
man presenls himself for exsminatlion, whether in connection
with any curren! 1llness, or whethexr he has been involved in an
accilcent or 8n unusual exposure, samples of blood and urine are
taken &t that time for analysis. A careful physical examination
is made and a concluszion srrived at. which 1s then subject to
confirmstion or otherwise on receipt of the analytical results
some ¢ays leter. VWe also empley this method of sampling and
anelysls whenever we have cccasion Lo investigele the poteniisl
lead c¢xposure of any occupsational group frem time to time. For
example , some time ago we had reason to suspect that the lead
exposure of still operetors in cne of the plents ha8 increesed.
considerably. In order to estatlish the facts we obtained semples
of blecod and urine {from ail of ihc¢ men engaged in this occupation
in the course of a few days, and consequently vwe vere &ble to in-
terprel the situation promptly. I think I should poini out that
segulations in connection with this type of work should not be

too detailed and specific. fThere is no point in introducing such
details into formal lav or officlal regulaiions, for this is only

a means of obstructing the cerrying out of proper work. Ve can
provide complete and cdetalled informatiion on methods of &nalysis,
necesasry equirmenu &nd facllities apd £ll =uch related matters.
Ixperience in tnls is comprenendive and thus we can make cerisin
ihat nistokes or procedure will be avoilded. %he vwork in the
Argentine should be set up on exactly the samc basis in princlirple
the:. it is in the Unlted States. However, there should be room
for varisations in procedure 80 a8 Lou make the necessary adapteation
to the local situation. This type of work is very painstaking,
and 1L 1s very cestly. Therefcre, it should bLe et up on s
practical basis ir accordance wlth the magnitude of the hazards
invelved. Proper judgment as to wvhat should be done and how 1t
should be done csnnoti be left to goverment agencies, but is rather
& matter of Lhe bestl judgment of &n experienced doctor who ics
given the responsibility for the safety of the men. I hope,
therefore, 1t will be possivle tc get up general provisions which
willl enable us to do this job as 1t should be done without
reference to & lawge serlies of troublescme and irrelevant regula-
tions. _ .

in accordance with your request I am forward¢ng tvo coples of the
report Occupational Lead Exposure and Lead roisoning.

£incerely yours,

i.obert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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Copy by Air M&il
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