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P LE A S E  A D D R E S S  REPLY T O  

I Ô T H  f t  G R A N O  A V E N U E S

D e s  m o i n e s  5 .  l o w *

September  29, 19^9

Bober t  A. Kehoe, M.D.
D i r e c t o r
K e t t e r i n g  L abo ra to ry  of Appl ied Physiology- 
C o l lege  of  Medicine 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C in c in n a t i  
C i n c i n n a t i ,  Chio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Th is  i s  to  r e q u e s t  i n f o rm a t io n  on c e r t a i n  m e t a l l i c  d u s t s .  
We a r e : s e r i o u s l y  i n  need of comple te  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the phy­
s i o l o g i c a l  and p a t h o l o g i c a l  changes i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  i n h a la ­
t i o n  of  Chromium M e t a l l i c  Dust ,  Coba l t  M e t a l l i c  Dy.st, M c k e l  
M e ta l l i c  Dust and T i tan ium  M e ta l l i c  D us t .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  we 
need in f o rm a t io n  on th e  sjame e f f e c t s  of a  p r e p a r a t i o n  ca l l e d  
Gem-Blast which i s  an aluminum "oxide g a rn e t  t ype  m a t e r i a l  
c o n t a i n i n g  some of i t s  im p u r i t i e s  such as i r o n  compound which 
i s  b e in g  used to  r e p la c e  s i l i c a  sand i n  sand b l a s t i n g  opera­
t i o n s  .

Our I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene Committee has been  s tu d y in g  w i th  
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  your  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  the  two-volume p u bl i c a ­
t i o n  n I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene and T ox ico logy ” e d i t e d  b7 Prank P a t t y .  
However, th e re  i s  l i t t l e  i n fo rm a t io n  r e l a t i v e  to  the  above 
m e t a l l i c . d u s t s  and aluminum ox ide  and t h e i r  p h y s i o l o gi c a l  and 
p a t h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s .  We a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l l e r g i c  to  the 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a f i b r o s i n g  pneumocc«ft.osis deve lop ing in  our 
employees who do e x te n s i v e  g r i n d i n g  o p e ra t i o n s  on h ig h -h e a t 
r e s i s t a n t  me ta ls  of  the above com pos i t ion .

We a re  a l so  i n t e r e s t e d  to  know i f  t h e re  a r e  any i l l  
e f f e c t s  from t ve i n h a l a t i o n  o f  B e ry l l i um  M e ta l l i c  Dust .
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Rober t  A. Kehoe, M.B. - 2. September ?9, 15̂ +9

I wish to thank you f o r  whatever  i n fo rm a t io n  you may 
have r e l a t i v e  to  th e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  th e se  d u s ts  o r  f o r any 
o t h e r  sou rces  o f  i n f o rm a t io n  r e l a t i v e  to  the same.

S i n c e r e l y  yours ,

SGLAH AIRCRAFT COMPANY

s h s a d , m .d .
Medica l  D i r e c t o r
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