
A ugust 1, 1941

MB. RAYMOND LUKE,

Dear Ray,

I  have had an opportuni ty  to  check over your repor t  concerning 
the W offord Oi l  Company and o f  the case concerning 71. 3. Coker o f  
l eao p o l i s, A labama.

For your general  i nf orm ati on, I  would l i k e to  adv i se you th at  on 
many occasi ons, i nd i v i dual s handl ing gasol i nes of  a l l  k inds w i l l  ao- 
qui re i l l n ess ei th er  by absorpti on o f  fumes ~r by the ef f ec t  of  gas­
o l i ne on sk i n t i ssu e. These 3i ek ne3ses, however, have nothing to do 
w i th the l ead i n  the gasol i ne which you know so smal l  as to  be ne­
g l i g i b l e as f a r  as danger i s  concerned.

There i s  no way i n  which we can assi st  the Wofford Oi l  Company 
i n  helping them i n  t h e i r  case w i th th e excepti on of  ref er r i n g  them to  
the f ao t  t h at  the Surgeon General  o f  the U ni ted States has approved the 
vse of  l ead concentrati ons u; to  3 oo per gal l on i n  motor gasol i ne and 
t h i s approval  i s  obv iousl y  baaed on the f act  t h at  exhausti ve t est s 
i nd i cated t h a t  such a degree o f  d i l u t i o n  o f  l ead compounds could be 
oongldered harmless»

The knowledge and f am i l i ar i t y  w i th l ead compounds on the p ar t  o f  
general  p raot i oners on the whole i s  r ath er  meager and th eref o re, i t  
i s  r ath er  possi b l e th at  by  accepti ng the descr i p t i on  as suppl i ed by 
t h e i r  c l i en t ,  they  may erroneousl y  at tach  si gn i f i cance to  the f ao t  th at  
th e gasol i ne i n  questi on was Ethy l  Gasol i ne. Even ao, i t  does not i n f er  
t h a t  th e l ead i n  the gasol i ne las contr i buted to  th e man's si ck ness f o r  
h i s i l l n ess,  due to  i nhal at i on  o f  fumes, and the derm at i t i s on h i s l egs 
and f eet  iA  q u i te common, as any gasol i ne men w i l l  know, to  the gaso­
l i n e i t sel f «  '

7k»at i nd i v i dual s who have handled gasol i ne f o r  some t i m e, l earn  to  
respect i t  and avoid any i n h al at i o n  o f  v apors. They al so  r ef r ai n  f rom 
sp i l l i n g  gasol i ne on them selves o r  t h ei r  c l o th i ng  f o r  th e act i on of  gas­
o l i n e on sk i n t i ssu e i s  aggravati ng and can tu rn  out very  ser i ousl y .

Under th e ci rcum stances, I  do n o t  bel i ev e th at  our Company would be 
i n ter ested  i n  i nv est i g at i n g  t h i s case. I  make t h i s  statem ent mainly  be­
cause the d i sorppt i on  i s  c h ar ac ter i st i c  o f  the handl ing o f  gaso l i ne, not 
o f  l ead . . : :
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I f  you have any reason to  co n tact Mr. Lord fu rth e r on th is  matter» 
I  b e lie v e  th a t you « i l l  be  ab le  to  e xp la in  our p o s itio n  by p re se n ting 
to  him the  h igh  p o in ts  o f t h is  le t te r«

I t  so happens th a t  George Rosser may cose  ove r to  hirainghaia ne xt 
week and a t  th a t tin e » I  «o u ld  sugge s t th a t  you d iscu ss  th is  s u b je ct 
fa r th e r  « i th  him and a l io «  him to  sake  th e  co n tact in  th is  p a r t icu la r  
e a s e .

Very t r u ly  yours*

ACT/ F.L Alan C* T a l ly . 7
e n clo su re .
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Et h y l  Ga so l i n e X o r po r a t io n

,. .'/At l ant a Of f ice

.J.A.COSTELLO
D I V I S I O N  M A N A G E R  «.'v'- ’

C.P.Ro s s e r
A SSISTA NT O I V I SI O N  M A N A GER p V f e' * ' *

‘,-r ,  -./ At;

R h o d e s -H a v e r t y  B u i l d i x o

A t l a n t a , G e o r g i a

% '.t A¥  '

Ju ly  3 0 , 1 9 4 1 .

M r. A l an C. T ul l y , .

D ear H r . T ul l y , .

D ur i ng a t a l k  today  w i th  H r. L . L . L ord, Zone M anager o f  the 
1?To f  f o rd  r u i  Co. l ie adv i sed me t h a t  one o f  h.13 commi ssi on

o f  L enopo l i s, A labama cl ai ms to have been
made Gasol i ne f umes.

sn o r t e d  si c k  on Hay 1 and has n o t  r etu r n ed  to  work si n ce 
t h a t ^ - t e .  He has been examined by f o u r  docto r s t h at  I  was ab l e,  
to o b tai n  a r eco r d  of ;  D r s. H ar i on T D av i dson o f  B i rmingham, «• i .  
Cocke o f  D emopol i s, Ju l i an  Howel l  o f  Sel ma and Glaze o f  B i rmingham.

In  a l e t t e r  to  the Z ur i ch I n s.  Co. i n  making a claim f o r  compensat­
i on h e f l B M  st a t ed  t h a t  D rs. D av i dson, H ow el l  and oocke ad v h ea 
him t h s H ^ R l  Gasol i ne caused h i s t r o u b l e,  h i s s a n  v,s*ri
sen si t i v e  i n  ho t  w eather . One o f  the doc to r s st a t eu ^o w ^« . -  
he i s al so  a l l e r g i c  to  sev er al  f oods w hi ch m i ght have ,an ^ ,a , - e
t r o u b l e.  .

I  reproduce here a l e t t e r  f rom the f i l e s  o f  the ' Jo f f o ra u i l  -o. 
w r i t t en  by D r . W. T. Cocke o f  D emopol i s—*"

" I  have  unde r my

from d e rm a t i t is  o f  lo w e r e x t re m it ie s  w hich Is
fumes o f E t h y l  Gas o lin e  w hich Is  th e  same cause  o f hi s  ...ay 1941 

d i s a b i l i t y . ' R e s p e c t fu l ly ,

This  l e t t e r  was s e n t  to  t he B l r m l n ^ a t t o r n e y s ^ f ^ o t h j o f f o r d  
and the Z ur i ch  I n s.  Co . Messrs. L ondon & Yan ej  o f  ^i i m i ngham 
r ep r esen t  bo th  compani es. . ; , -

y ek ^p r ev i o u s c? tU
bu t  ap p ar en t l y  l a s t  y ears at t ac k  was no t  - s sev er *  .
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Et h y l  Ga so l i n e  Co r po r a t io n

A t l a n t a  Of f i c e

R h o d e s -H a v e r t y  B u i l d i n g

•J. a .Co st e l l o
A t l a n t a , Ge o r g i a

D I V I S I O N  M A N A G E R

G.P.Ro s s e r
ASSISTAN T D I VIS I O N  M AN AG E R

As the Z ur i ch I n s.  Go. has di s-al l ow ec cl ai m  H r. l o r d
f eel s t h at  su i t  m i ght he en ter ed  agai nst . O o t ^t t i e I nsu r ance Go 
and '.'.’o f f o r d .  He f u r t h er  st a t ed  t h a t  he ( was " g et t i n g
nasty "  about  t h i s  m at t er .

Mr. L ord was k i nd enough to  show me the f i l e s  on t h i s case and 
st a t ed  t h a t  he had no t  m ent i oned i t  b ef o r e as he hadn ’ t  r ea l ­
i zed t h at  i t  mi ght be i n t e r est i n g  to ou r  company. Shoul d you 
d esi r e any f u r t h er  i n f o r m at i on  I  am su r e t h a t  H r. L ord would 
be co - o p er at i v e.

I  made no comment on t h i s case o t h er  t hah  I  would r ep o r t  i t  
to my A t l an ta d i v i si o n  h ead q u ar t er s.  I

I  am su b m i t t i n g  t h i s i n f o r m at i on  f o r  y our  f u r t h er  o r d er s.

d u t i es r eq u i r ed  t h e l o ad i n g  o f  tank  t r u ck s
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