August 1, 1941,

%Re RAYMOND LUKE,

Dear Ray,

I heve had an opportunity to check over your report concerning
the Wofford 0il Coupany and of the cage concerning He 3. Coker of
Temopolis, Alabare.

For your gemeral information, I would like %o advise rou that on
many occasions, individusls handling gasolines of 21l kinds will ace
quire illness either by absorption of fumes ~r by the effect of zos-
oline on skin tissue. These sicknesses, however, have nothing to do
with the lead in the gasoline which you know iz so small as to be now
£ligible as far ez danger is concerned.

There is no way in which we can assist the Wofford 0il Company
in helping them in their case with the excertion of referring thes to
the fmet that the Surgeson Genersl of the United 3tates has approved the
vse of leed eoncentrations u to 3 oo per gallon in motor -asoline and
this approvel is obviously based on the fact that exhaustive tests
indiceted that such a degree of dilution of lead compounds could be
congidered harmloss.

The knowledge and familiarity with lead compounds on the part of

goneral practioners on the whole is rather meager and tkerefbre, it
is rather possible thet by accepting the description as supplied by
their olient, they mey erroneously attach signifiocance to the fact that
the gasoline in questicn was Ethyl Gasoline. Zven =0, it does not infer
+that the lead in the gasolinelus cortributed to the man's sickness for
his illness, due to inhalstion of fumes, and tho dermatitis on his legs
and feet is quite common, u any gsscline men will know, to the gasow~
line itnelfo o

¥ost indlviduels who have handled gasoline for some time, learn to
respeot it and avoid any inhalation of vapwrs. They also refrain from
spilling gasoline on themselves or their clothing for the action of gase
oline on sitin iissue is aggraveting and can turn out very seriously.

Under éhé eircumstaacés, I do nof beiieve that our Company would be
interested in investigating this ocase. I meke this statement meinly bLow
cauge the: diacrpption ia eharacter1st1c of the handling of gasoline, not —
of lead. ) T
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. have any ‘reason te mmtmt ¥r. Lord further on this matter,
that you will be able to explein our position by presenting
w susa wew high pointe of this Isttora

It sc happens tbat George Rosser my come over to Birmingham next
woek and at that time, I would suggest that you discuss this subject
further with hin end allow bim to make the contect in this particular

CR8O0.

Very trnlj' yours,

MMQ

2CT/FuL Alan C. Tully. /

enclogure.
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ATLANTA, GEORGIA

July 30, 1941.

re Alan C. Tully,
“Dear Yr. Tully,
During a talk today with Ire L. L. Lord, Zone lanager of the

Viofford 01l C he advised me that one of his commlssion
agents, of Demopolis, Alabama claims to have been
made 111 from zthyl Casoline fumes.

reported sick on lay 1 and has not returned to work since
tnat dzte. Fe has been examined by four doctors that I was able«
to obtain a record of; Drs. Larion T Davidson of Elrmingham, We Te
Cocke of Demopolis, Julian Howell of Selma and Qaze of Blrmingham.

In a letter to the Zurich Ins. Co. 1in meking a clalm for compensai=

£ns
ion he stated that Drs. Davidson, FHowell and Cocke advisec
him that ®1 Cisoline caused his trouble, his skin belng very
N

sensitive in hot weather. One of the doctors stated however that

he 1s also allerglc to several foods which might havé causzd the
trouble. . '

I reproduce here a letter from the files of the Wofforad C1l To.
written by Dr. We T. Cocke of Demopolis=-

of Demopolls, Alatanma
. 1941land found him suffering

1ties which is caused from the

“the same cause of hls lay 1041

" I have under my care MNr.

from dermatitis of lower extrem
fumes of Ethyl Gasoline which is
‘disabilitye . oo

: b 5 : Respectfully,

This letter was sent to the Birmingham attorneys of both Wofford
and the Zurich Ins. Co. — Messrs. London & Yancey of Slrmingham
represent both companies. - SR

p‘plained of thig *rnuble the
ad spilled gusolinecon his feet
as]not as severe .

lr. Tord told me that (I had
year previous claiming that he
but apparently last years att
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As the Zurich Ins. Co. has dls-allowe claim ¥r, Iord
feels that suilt might be entered agal lie Insurance Co.
and Vofford. HYe further stated that he ( was "getting

nasty" about this matter.

¥r. Lord was kiné enourgh to show me the flles on thls case and
statsd that he had not mentioned it vefore as he hadn't real-
ized that it migzht be interesting to our company. Should you
desire any further informatlion I am =sure that lr. Lord would
be cc-operative.

I made no comment on this case other than I would rseport it
tc my Atlanta dlvision headguarters.

o

I ar submititing this information for wour further orders.

P. S As— duties required the loading of tank trucks
he was in a positlon to inhale gas fumes.
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