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Why we can’t

~‘; %
l

| relax the flght
| Z for worker safety

i
3

*So

%’g £ABOUT 100 BILLS have been introduced to
i* "Congress to weaken ‘or even to repeal the
{hreeyearold Occupational Safety and Health
* B Act Although soree of the bills are not lifeor-
¢ dexth matters. anyone who ssw the story of
S ouisville’s B. F; Goodrich Company polyvinyl
Joride filint iri m CBS television documenta-
"y rRight must wonder at the overall
: Vﬂmn& of such tnﬁdm of federal safety stan-
dlrﬁs. v v

“The nelwork sbowed private and public offs.
L A8 reacting bwiftly 1o the first réports ffom -
35 ;Loulmne _plant that three production
gworkers had-died of a rare liver cancer. It
; the coptroversy over safety siao
- inside plants which bad bees producing
: lhkplasﬁcforulonguso\ﬂrs,wdmch
;- alljed. questions: 38 how much vinyl chloride
's‘--mdzomabealhwedtompintotbe atmo-
~.: gpbére or whelbér hazards exist for users of
frodutis fabricatod from polyvinyl chloride.
The federal Octupational Sxfety and Heaith
: stration (OSHA) bas peeded prodding
3% .40 get Iis complex inspection
mechinery for industrial
gy inw moliox, Working peeple, on the one
mt the strictest standards; industry
, on the other, talk of ecopomic realism.
Q? oeusionl OSHA dehyl is that
W mmghmmm :
- Moreover, zthiuhmtoﬁecideonmow ‘
able levels of chemicals #iwh a5 polyvinyl
chloride, asbestos and bmmnm, which By
bealth outside a plant as well as in it.
But if anything Is clear from Whe Loulsville
“scare, it's that Congress could do more, not
Hety/tu mike OSHA more effective In the long-
Wﬂnu& fOt worker nMy
Fomigzs
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nyl- chlonde fumes mvoived

>ewer-C6nsfruchon delay
;ranfed but who pays”

. By MARTIN E, BIEXER

Lenirife Times St Wrer
y! chloride, storma dreinsge and
d bapements drew the sitention of
fetropelilan Sewer Distriet (MSD)
yesterday, - )
.aomummeum:.mbwa. ; K

!.umed (hat #t may have io £0 L

. {0 drtertnine wire must pay for a
¢ construction delay caused by viay}
ide and other chemjcal fumes in s
. sewer line near the B, F. Goadeith
ueal Oo, plant on Bells Lane. (The
actor for the job said vinylchioride
% in the sewer lipe rezched 48 parts
million — petrhaps {3y more than the
federsl for working condir
i would aliow.) "

Beard a report from its stalf saying
law is not clear about whether MSD
he city of Loaisville is respopsidle for
m-drainage prodlems in the city. At
#, e Teport sals, sewer custamers
) live outside the cily are subsidizin
m—dmna:e programs for ity ress

» Approved a mew reguistion forbid-
£ the connection of basemeat-floor+
ios 1o ranitasy eewers — bul allgwing

m«& ‘;:;uo!m aun«l“t‘mkm

1 valve a Keep

: wrter from olbehu-
ovuioa

|USRE & rire “form of Gancer, angiodar-
sma, which &tlacks the liver and B
illed at Jexst six foivoer workets af the
oodrich plm here.

The sewer:Hne. aboul 18 feet wide gnd
7 feet high, ‘carries storm water overflow
rox a sewer pampinig station ntar Beils
.Aape and &m Street {0 the Ohio River.
The piant dumps ireated uﬁe
rater inte) !&e storm bejow the

J‘_,

£ of the delayy caused

mmp‘mg station; this vnta flowy direcily
{0 the river. .
The ﬁoodxa’ub;re bcgng ‘Bﬂmukndn in
the large sewer line to keep Ohio River
flood water from backing up into the
pumping station.
Consiruction work was stopped in Joly

lainsd thal noxious

ailer workers comp!

fumes often filled the sewer and made
them sitk The fumes were traced %o the
line Jeading from the Goodrich plant.

The construction work was being done
by Munich Engineering of Jeffersonville.

“the cotnty, Mm;:wnhocoﬂoi

soaree of ipcomae is money collecied for
saniiarysewer service, Using this money
to provide slorm drainage in the city s
pot fair 16 the customers, il says.

In the srcas of Jeffersonm County outl-
tide of Loaisville, MSD builds snd main-
under a conlexct with

B

ANis program.

But in Loulsvile, MED pave for the
mainteoanoe 0f cambined stotm snd «ani
1ary pewers and for many storm drafns.

Since MSD customers outside the ity
Py the same rates &3 cuwstomers inxide
the cily, tbe report seyk “countly resi-
denis are be}pmg to piy for services pro-

vided i {he city.”

o e T i e e v e The o “?“é'é&“fgt‘:mwré
A City O
milliog of viayl chioeide 1a the ir n tbe oS i pep g g iy
Goodrich salf # -

b ested tho fumes: {t reported it found Bosemant drolns
“smail 1 Tof “s trace” The new regulsion on basement draing
viny! chioride.) was proposed late last vear afier MSD

Munieh asked for an exiension of his
deadline for compieting the job beezuse
the fumes, and
becanse of 3 delay in the manufacturers
delivery of the gates. Ho estimated
the cost of the delay at STLEBS. (The
original cost of tbe pxoject was 1o be
aboul £800,000.)

2. € - Taytor, - mm-&uxww of tary
llSD told the boerd Gododrich hud prom-

jred to0 Wﬂe i aohm the problcm,
bu}‘ denied Tiability for nmu or the

Ke tnd R.W. Kests, {be mdim&;
attorpey,. $238 Munich or MSD probably

Wdhveuaiom lo(ormcood-

m"mfzm Munich 3 31-.:;' in

il ‘his deudline Jor compleling the project o
, mmd!dmugonmmwt’fvtm
 Exire money. ;g :
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Storm dﬂﬂnm

The dermdrainage report wiz pro
pared afler Nwyor Rarvey Slosne com»
Plaioed that ciireas with drainage prob-
jemy were g (he ronpround” frem
city dmwts and MSD, ¢

The repost: amys different siate laws
give the city snd MSD powers to deal
with form drvinage.

It aBsa’ poiu!s out {hat NSD': main

customers complsined water was backing
up into their bfnments whets it rained.

The hotlest protests came from the
Boa Alr area, where sanitary sowege
often backed up into Liniahed basements.

NSD explained that Jocal and {ederal
reguhuons forbid storm water in gani-
The backupe were bring

cxused, NSD &id, by forblddes waters.

in December, MSD proposed a nc'r

streef (or the -groypd) over the sanitary.
sewerline, %

The board msde a speci) point of for-

basetoent ﬂaordrmm

At ¢ piblie hearing Aug. 20, represen-
13tives of the ho%wbnﬂdiﬁ tndutr; t‘;e
pressed sireng objections o parls o
proposal.

in the modified regulation spproved
\‘Gmy. MNSD will stlow “ranitary sew-
sge” conpections — for kitcbens, bath-

roomiz and laundry areas — below ground
valve

Jevel, b;t only H a or is in-
stalled to keep gew Immhcnng
npthﬂah’tha&rﬂ;;m
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