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1“°ﬁmm| strains that break down PCB's luto benzokc
acid or Its chlorides have been Isolated in Japan. Workers at
the govt's Fermentation Research Institute near Tokyo found
the microbes in a sludge sample taken from a Wisconsin lake.
Alcaligenes Y42 and Acinetobacter P6, the Institute says,
convert PCB's into biphenyi or r—cholorblphenyl in enzyme-
catalyzed i then 10
benzoic acid or its chlorides.

The bacteria can decompose most of the 100-odd PCB
isomers, but further work is needed before their practical use
in destroyiniPCB stocks can begin. Japanese production of
PCB's was banned in 1972, and Monsanto. the sole US
producer, has restricted sales since 197010 controllable uses—
suchas diclectric fluid for high-vollage capacitors and
transformer coolant—in which PCB's are maintained in the
clectrical industry. Federal law requires PCB,producnon to
end in the US in 1978,

Like DDT, PCB's are highly stable but toxic materials »

that concentrnc in the food chain once they are released in

" the Hi i at sea has
been considered the only 2 i hod of d
existing stocks. Chem Mkt R 9/26/11 .25
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