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i PLAINTIFFSEXHIBITRR-*160a
Mr. J. M. Schercinger 
Seer e.tarv , Safety Sec tier;
Association of American Railroads - .
1920 L St. H.W.. ■
Washington, D.C. _ 20036
Dear Johm • .

Attached herewith is a copy of a Superintendent's 
General Notice issued on the Rock Island Lines concerning 
composition brake shoes and precautions to be taken in regard 
to the residue dust.

By copy of this letter, I am giving all members of 
the Steering Committee the benefit of this bulletin ana I 
would appreciate your placing this subject on our docket for 
our March meeting. I think a discussion of the experience 
of the various roads in regard to this possible hazard and 
the actions taken by the various carriers would be enlightening 
for us .all,

lip to this point I'have not been aware that we had 
a problem in this area.

Sincerely,G.  y/. c.fTAki iAi?n

CV/G/fm
All Members of -AAR Safety Section Steering Committee 
Enc. . .
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J a n u a r y  16, 19?0 
F i l e  H-310 

L-195

Mr. J. M. Schercinger 1
Secretary, Safety Section 
Association of American Railroads'1920 L S t ; N. W.
Washington, D.C, ■ 20036

Dear Johni

Attached herewith is a copy of a Superintendent's 
General Notice issued on the Rock Island Lines concerning 
composition brake shoes and precautions to be taken in regard 
toThe "residue d u s t .

By- copy of this letter, I am giving all members of 
the Steering- Committee the benefit of this bulletin and I 
would appreciate your placing this subject on oar docket for 
our March meeting. I think a discussion of the experience 
of the"'various roads in regard to this possible hazard and 
the actions taken by the various carriers would be enlightening 
for us all.

Up to this point I have not been aware that we had 
a problem in this area.

Sincerely,

GV/G/fm
All Members of AAR Safety Section Steering Committee 
Enc .

No/lolk  ¿ n d  W c S f o t n  COfT'p^nySlid, 0*,.».Imr.it OJO.g. W. C».vh«<tR o a l i o k d .  V u g . n i .  3<0-<2 G u i . c l r l  • S . I r l y
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GENERAL NOT I C E  N O . .  2 -

K a n s a s  C i t y ,  K a n s a s  J a n u a r y  6 ,  1973
ALL CONCERNED: ALL S U B - D I V I S I O N SI t e m  ( 68)  C a t e g o r y  1 ■ œE m p l o y e s  who a r c  e x p o s e d  t o  b r a k e  s h o e  r e s i d u e  d u s t  whe n c h a n g i n g  b r a k e  s h o e s  ohouJ ei  u a s  t h e i r  h a n d s  t h o r o u g h l y  b e f o r e  e a t i n g ,  a nd s h o u l d  wash,  w o r k  c l o t h e s  g l o v e s  f r e q u e n t l y  ' t o ' p r e v e n t  p o s s i b l e  a c - m u ! . u i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  t h a t  c o u l d  be i n h a l e d  f r o m  t h e i r ' c l  o t i l i n g  . Emp 1 oÿ c.s' u'n o u s e  t o b a c c o  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  s h o u l d  c a r r y  i n w e l l  w r a p p e d  o r  c l o s e d  c o n t a i n e r  t o  p r e v e n t . d u s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n  B e f o r e  u s i n g  o r  h a n d l i n g  t o b a c c o ,  ¡ l ands  s h o u l d  be c l e a n .  S m o k i n g  i n  a n y  f o r m  s h o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d  w h i l e  c h a n g i n g ,  c o m p o s i t i o n  b r a k e  s h o e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n h a l a  t i o n . ’ . . . .  ,

I t e : ( 69)  C a t e g o r y ' 1S t a t e  o f  O k l a h o m a  C o m m i s s i o n  O r d e r  26163 e f f e c t i v e  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 8 , '  r e q u i r e s :1 .  T h a t  e a c h  t r a i n  c r e w  s h a l l  c a r r y  a n d  r e t a i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  m a n i f e s t  l i s t i n g  t he  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  t r a i n .
2 .  T h a t  u p o n  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o.fO k l a h o m a  i n v o l v i n g  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  i s  r e p o r t a b l e " u n d e r  1 7 1 . 2 6  o f  T i t l e  69 o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  t he  t r a i n  1 . •c r e w i n v o l v e d  s h a l l  f u l l y  c o o p e r a t e  and g i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  to a l l  r e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l .  ■ ' "3 .  A l s o  u p o n  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s u c h  an a c c i d e n t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  t r a i n  c r e w  i n v o l v e d  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n t a c t  i t s  d i s p a t c h e r ' s  o f f i c e  s h a l l  j t n i c i M . i t e l y  c o n t a c t  t h e  O k l a h o m a  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  a t  i t ' s  c e n t r a l  nu mbe r  ( 6 0 5 )  6 2 6 - 1 . 61 6 ,  ns  t o  any.  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  cn b o a r d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  n a m i n g  s a i d  m a t e r i a l s  and t h e  q u a n t i t y  on b o a r d .6 .  T h a t  up on v i o l a t i o n  o f  a ny  o f  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  tine r e s p o n s i b l e  r a i l w a y  c o mpa ny  s h a l l  be a s s e s s e d  a f i n e ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  w h i c h  i s  Co be d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  .O k l a  1)oma .

H .  E .  P 11c1ps S u p e r  in -tc  nd en  t
Files - 630, 667
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J. E. MARTIN 
V ie t F r ti'u L in i7. A. RISEN DAL
EitcuEr* Director

J. M. SCHERC1NCER
A-uistestf Director 
cjU  Secretory

F e b r u a r y  6,  1978 F i l e :  6 . 3

O F F I C E R S  OF SECT IO N  
F .  M. KAY L O R

6- D. NELSON' 
Vie, CheErmuen

S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E EA A R  S A F E T Y  S E C T I O NG e n t l e m e n :T h i s  r e f e r s  t o ' t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o p y  o f  M r .  G .  W .  G e a r h a r t ' s  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  16, 1978 to m e  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  G e n e r a l  N o t i c e  i s s u e d  on the R o c k  I s l a n d  R a i l r o a d  c o n c e r n i n g  b r a k e  s h o e s  and p r e c a u t i o n s  to b e  t a k e n  i n  r e g a r d  to r e s i d u e  d u s t .I  s p o k e  w it h  M i k e  L e n a h a n  o f  the R o c k  I s l a n d .  H e  had r e c e i v e d  an i n q u i r y  f r o m  a  u n i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o n c e r n i n g  th e p o s s i b l e  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  to w h i c h  e m p l o y e e s '  m a y  b e  e x p o s e d  w h e n  c h a n g i n g  b r a k e  s h o e s ,  d u e  to the p r e s e n c e  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .  M i k e  t h e n  c h e c k e d  w ith  S t e v e  U r m a n  o f  F R A  who i s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th e O S H A  s t a n d a r d  o n  e x p o s u r e  to a s b e s t o s  (c o p y  a t t a c h e d ) ,  M r . R i s e n d a l  s p o k e  w i t h  M r .  U r m a n  w ho a d v i s e d  t h a t  h e  i n f o r m e d  M r .  L e n a h a n  t h e r e  a r e  two s c h o o l s  o f  t h o u g h t  on this s u b j e c t .O n e  i s  t h a t  h e a t  f r o m  b r a k e  a p p l i c a t i o n  c h a n g e s  th e c h e m i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  w i t h  the r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e r e  is .  no s u c h  h a z a r d .  T h e  o t h e r  o n e  i s  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e .  M r .  L e n a h a n  t h e n  c h e c k e d ’w i t h  h i s  L a w  D e p a r t m e n t  with the r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  n o t i c e  s i m p l y  a s  a  p r e c a u t i o n .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  the n o t i c e ,  w h i c h  w a s  no t s u g g e s t e d  b y  S t e v e  U r m a n ,  w a s  d r a f t e d  by M i k e '  L e n a h a n  a n d  s o m e w h a t  r e v i s e d  b y  th e  R I  L a w  D e p a r t m e n t .
M r .  U r m a n  p r o v i d e d  the a t t a c h e d  two d o c u m e n t s  on a s b e s t o s .  O n e i s  a p a p e r  b y  J e r e m i a h  R .  L y n c h ,  O S H A ,  e n t i t l e d  B r a k e  L i n i n g  D e c o m p o s i t i o n  P r o d u c t s ,  “w i n c h  d e a l s  w ith  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  in b r a k e  l i n i n g s - o f  a u t o m o t i v e  v e h i c l e s . '  T h e  o t h e r  i s  a s t u d y  o n  e x p o s u r e  o f  g a r a g e  m e c h a n i c s  t i t l e d  " A s b e s t o s  E x p o s u r e  D u r i n g  B r a k e  L i n i n g  M a i n t e n a n c e  A n d  R e p a i r "  c o n d u c t e d  b y  the E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  L a b o r a t o r y ,  M o u n t  S i n a i  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  T h e  M o u n t  S i n a i  g r o u p  e n c o u n t e r e d  " h i g h "  l e v e l s  o f  l e a d  i n  a s t u d y  on s u b w a y  c a r  b r a k e  s h o e  r e p a i r  w o r k .  T h e y  a d m i t  th is  d a t a  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d  and o n l y  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d .  T h e y  do not h a v e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  d u r i n g  s u b w a y  b r a k e  s h o e  r e p a i r  w o r k  a a  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t a c h e d  D e c e m b e r  6, 1976 l e t t e r  to F R A .  It  s h o u l d  be n o te d  t h e r e i n ,  the M o u n t  S i n a i  g r o u p  c o m m e n t e d  that  " S i n c e  s e v e r a l  k i n d s  o f  r a i l r o a d  b r a k e  s h o e s  i n c l u d e  a s b e s t o s  i n  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  the p o t e n t i a l  o f  a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  ;d u r i n g  r e p a i r  w o r k  e x i s t s . "
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M r .  U r m a n  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  us th at  F R A  i s  l e t t i n g  a c o n t r a c t  t h r o u g h  i t s  R e s e a r c h  and D e v e l o p m e n t  o f f i c e ,  to d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  a n y  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s .  W e  a r e  c h e c k i n g  into the s t a t u s  o f  t h i s  c o n t r a c t .
A s  r e q u e s t e d  by M r .  G e a r h a r t ,  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  b e i n g  d o c k e t e d  f o r  y o u r  M a r c h  14-15, 1978 m e e t i n g .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L i s t :  W N
v


