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COSMETIC TALC STATUS

The safety of cpnsumer talcum products has been under
continued attach, primarily led by the Mt. Sinai group,
because of three alleged concerns. These allegations are as
follows

1. Commercial talcs often contain asbestos as naturally
occurring contaminants.

2. Talc contains other impurities., minerals and metals
which may have potential biological significance.

3. Talc as a mineral itself may be hazardous.

I. FACTS ON TALC
A. Asbestos and Cosmetic Talcs

- chrysotile asbestos has never been detected in
cosmetic talcs or finished talcum products.

- amphibole asbestos, e.g. tremolite and anthophyllite,
has been found in a few U. S. consumer talcum pro-
ducts (by Mt. Sinai and confirmed by a very reliable
eagpert consultant) .

- disagreement existed between Sinail scientist and an
expert consultant in recent analyses for asbestos
in British OTC talcum products. This resulted in
withdrawal of highly controversial allegations of
asbestos in British talcum products intended for
presentation at the 4th International Symposium on
inhaled Particles & Vapours,

- M. Sinai disclosed statements in February <76 during
private interview with the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation that their analysis of u. S. products
has found asbestos.
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Biological Testing of Cosmetic Talcs

- extensive animal testing data is only available for
Windsor. 66 talc and Italian 00000 talc,

- Battelle hamster inhalation testing on Windsor 66
talc with chronic exposures up to 185 times median
baby dosage has demonstrated no exposure-related
pathology. - - “

- MRC (British Medical Research Council) testing with
Italian 00000 talc indicated no tumours resulted from
intrapleural inoculation.or ingestion,

\Y T > - t) 3 * o *y

- MRC testing with Italian talc showed fibrosis at high
and very long exposures (up to 1000 times median baby
dosage),5 / u . et “ vV *

Human Medical Studies

- Rubino Mortality Study, indicated ro. excess deaths, due
to cancer amongst talc miners and millers exposed to
Italian cosmetic talc.

- Green prospective Pulmonary Study with Windsor talc
miners and millers have shown no respiratory disease.

- Kleinfeld has published that deaths were due to cancer
of lung and pleura amongst talc workers receiving high
exposure to industrial talcs mixed with appreciable
amounts of trenolite, anthophyllite and small amount
of silica. H u

Conclusions

- all of the data which argues strongly that cosmetic
talcs are not a hazard to health under normal-use
conditions are based on studies with Windsor 66 and
Italian 00000 talcs, both of which have a talc purity
of better than 90%, and no asbestos content.

- amphibole asbestos contaminants have been observed in
finished talcum products. <Tight specifications should
be written to preclude sources which afe marginal as
to potential contaminants.

LoGiudice/WCD/0373



2

NAMES & FACES*
ipr THE NEWS

m Caroline Kennedy» 18, made the

ttmt. page of the London Sunday

Error, pictured riding In a florist's
an With* John Barclay» 22, a profes-
ional cricket player. The. Mirror said
mrelaysand Miso Kennedy, daughter
1President John T. Kennedy, went
jradiscathecue in London!* Knlghti-
Hdgo area. The paper quoted Bar*
ay, who.ls working with a ftorirt

Ing the winter, ai.seylrg, Tm not
f boyfriend. We met at a dinner

Jrty, and |
e firm'svan."

rope Paul VI yesterday said h*

bid cancel all audiences and public

ictions next weak in obaervascelbf

“rjaotjd to prepare for death, which

shcannot he far ofLvThe 78-year-

pontiff's reference to death came

w. days after the Vatican denied

Italian newspaper report that he

i seriously 01, Vatican ch&ervm

| t)ie Popefr remark yesterday

;uldviiat be taken aa an indication

' rt.he lelt he urn going to die in the

A AMuture, *

LJti e n .

JAt least eight relative! of Cambo-

Clow* Narodem Sihanouk are.

The Boated Gibbo  Monday, Vinaifi, 1671

gave her* a lift home to

f1

\\,WVHS*
By Marian Burma V' ASPSI
WMbhiagtonPirt
« WABMGTON-A.bMhiini
found in thousands of ptodiuj]
food to bdildlttg insulstuto, £5
discovered la. nine,.of 10 b*
baby powdm studied by tn<Trnwrs
artMt Sinai Hospital la New

Asbettos can cause
a rare frnn of chtet and.abdb”ail#
cancer, and ashestosic, spitr®pof”
lung tissue. In 1072 Dr. -
Nicholson of Mt. Sinai ripocied that "~
these diseases caused nearly 40 ptr~ |
cent of the deaths of New VaifoftSSflffi
New Jersey asbestos .workers:

Dr. living J. Ssllkoff «i Mt. 6iiuK j.«
a _sdpecialist on occupational. disease."ISfn
said e Honot Imow-a’aafi-t e Kw/
hold level for a circldo«M~IHA~tehiN#
to».I Once asbestos fiber* ‘cuterllliiEjj
%ddy,hesafd, they stay Vo AV«

Jfapanese
Interrogate



[certain tbejt products
bo jubastoo had

igbhd in their leiting,
N«yiitctunr of Rosemary
« uMTm* be.re.ched to com-

fer~h” .po~dets studied- were

Fehi*v>Medtested Powder, .

®£*i*di«e Beauty Dust, l)ia-
THI*XfxLhhhhhk

%%'B'ab’)s/ P%Wders OE?V%%\&

W :. md «ie in the unite*
Johttsonj **atodJPowd-

e'i i Ctrw™* Y ar™y Origir*X
powder.; Kouo of te - N j

N * i 2 *x AN
5* i KE??’\eSoflco‘EiW?arphr .
*¢ Food and Drug Adminbtra-
liid in 1£7J it could propose reg-
Ui8.to,*:0Yer the use of asbestos-*
m(0 atod talc in cosmetiev.

director of FDA'i divtotct» of
cotmoticc technology, Hoinr X Xir-
*u*n, recently Slid the agency liid
art ;wu rf . St Kui
» « foundatotmeUiad fordftanmn-
ing.the pweeijCD of astat«}» at low
level* The sophisticated method iiitd
M1 sinal, electron microscopy, is
-too- time-consuming and £xp*ttiive, he
ikjdt.
Sl SE T "
n fraTn the National Inrtmite of
E”yireruntmtal Health Service* sine«
W* dw investi?ated the powders
for tj*Bprcfcnce OF 0*er metallic ele-
rtapu, including nickel.
) . .
Tl ant BlapersrBUomidt ENema
*i0 nickel, 16 of the powders oon-
tained from4 to 710 parts ptr million
of suejed. A sample of Johnson's

*Powder contained 2200 ppm. *

oscow assalls
Impaign rhetoric
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Contaminants found:
In 1Q talcum powders

1*:

v,
V* The hi

-~

NEW YORK (AP) - Ten
out of 19 body and baby pow-
* lifersetested at Mount Sinai
Hospital here were contami-
nated with asbestos : fibres
..capable of causing a rare

-v form of.cbest and'-abdominal

. cancer,, researchers said yes-
- terday. o«

\*"’Dr, Arthur Rahl. :who cnn-

*ducted the tests.-with Dr. Ar-
- tliur Lahger, said;there has
been? no_investigation of the
tdangers from asbestos in such
owders,,.
.. "There -should be some sort
of quality control instituted ei-
vther’ by" the industry or by
i congressional legislation,” he
kSaid in an interview. .

The researchers said the
contamination usually ~was
found in the talc; used in the

wders.

Ashestos' fibres can cause
.mesothelioma, acbest and ab-
dominal cancer, and can also

r-.'result in the scarring of lun
tissue and in gastrointestinal
iAdifficulties, Dr.” Rahl said.

m ~rlhe.xesearchers said:

- -"Ten. qf the 19.U.S." sam-
[i>lejJ contained from 2per cent
per .cent ashestos fibres,

hest concentration was
«In7*ZBT - Baby Powder with

+T\E&by Oil; Cashmere Bouquet

Body Talc, Coty Airspun Face
owder and Rosemary Talc.
ere, were in the 8per cent
. to 20 per cent bracket.
: -r-Rosemary also contained

30 per cent quartz. ,
—Other gowders containing
less than 5 per cent ashestos
were Faberge Brut ..Talc,
Yardle?/ invisible Talc, Yard-
ley Black Cabel Body Pow-
der." Mennen Shave Talc,and
_Fnlgllsh Leather After .Shave
alc. ;

>!
The manufacturers of Rose-
mary could not be reached for

. comment, but the others said

they, were convinced their
products were safe and said
their own tests had shownho
ashestos, ~ -i; o
The baby and body powder
tests were undertaken aspvt
of a study of the dangersin-
volved in” occupational expo-
sure fo asbestos. Dr. Rphl
said. e
"There is no firm evidence
on low level or intermittent
exposure such as from usin
talcum powder/” he said. '
dont know for.sure what the

danger level is." f
The tests:at $lwmt Sirial
used electron microscopy,

which Heinz J. Eirmanh, di-
rector pf' cosmetics techno-
logy in the DS. Food and
Drug Administration,  said
was too expensive and time-
consuming for the agency'to
use. * .
WThe experiments .at Mount
Sinai  were, financed by.a
nt from the National Insti-
g\ae of. Environmental Health
rvices and began In 1973
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Asbestos Fibers

Found I

n Many

Baby Powders

NEW YORK’ (AP) — Dr.
Arthur Rohl said yesterday a
survey he and Dr. Arthur
Langer conducted for Mt.
Sinai Hospital showed 10 of
19 body- and baby powders
tested were contaminated by
ashestos fibers.

*"There should be some
sort of quality control Insti-
tuted either by the industry
or by congressional legisla-
tion/* he said in an inter-
view.

Asbestos can cause a rare,
form of chest and abdominal
cancer, the scarring of lung
tissue and gastro-intentinal
complaints, but Dr. Rohl
said there has been no
investigation of the dangers
from asbestos In talcum
powder.

"The studies hove related.

the industry eight hours a
day,” he said. ,

"There is no firm evidence
on low level or intermittent
exposure such as from using
talcum powder. We don't
know for sure what the dan-
ger level is.

“The dose response rela-
tionship Is very difficult to
extrapolate.”

Dr. Rohl said he and Dr.
Langer had done a parallel
survey of.body and baby
powdejrs manufactured in
Britain and found "very few
of those were contaminated
and those that were, were
considerably less so than
those made here/.”

He said the reason was that
British manufacturers used
"northern Italian jand
Chinese talc which are not
contaminated whereas

Today In

On this date In 182 the
first Civil liter .

American talc deposits are
usually contaminated.™
Dr.,Langer said 10 of the 19
American samples contained
from two to 20 per cent
= asbestos fibers. The highest
concentration/ he said, was

»i..Hi ZBT Baby Powder with

.. Baby Qil; Cashmere Bouquet

" Body Talc, Coty Alrspun
Pace Powder and Rosemary

, Talc. These were in the Ttto
20per cent bracket.

Dr.- Rohl said Rosemary
also contained 3D per cent
quartz.

Bauer & Black Baby Talc,

_ which is no longer on the
I market, had. a 15 per cent
concentration.

Other powders containing
less than five per cent
asbestos, Dr; Langer said,
were Faberge Brut. Talc,.
Yardley Invisible Talc, Yar-
"dley Black Label Body Pow-
der™ Mennen Shave Talc and
English Leather After Shave
Talc,

All were manufactured in
the United States, Dr. Rohl
said.
mThe manufacturers of
Rosemary could not be
reached lor comment, but
the ¢thers said they were
convinced their products
were "afe and said their own
tests had shown no asbestos.

The-products which the two
doctors found uncontaminab-
ed were Ammen's Medicated
Powder; Avon Bird of Par-
adise Beauty Dust; Diaper-
ene Medicated Body Powder,
two Johnson’s Baby Pow-
dere-ope made here and one
In Britain; Johnson's Medi-
cated Powder; Mennen Bath
Talc; Yardley After Shave
Powder and Yardley Original
Body Powder.

History

*Teh years ago—Defense
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"FDA: urged to study

evidence that some baby pow- dor* they have Icsliid. Sona«
dors contro «belles, a chromium and nickel com*
-Research«™ ~ from  Mew knoum eaneep-ttirryjnc agent. pounds have been Jinked la
York's MUSihai Hospital have ~ The scientists *ti> hay« dIs* cancer inlaboratory expert»
colled Tor Lhe Food and Drug . covered traces of chromium mcnls.
Administration ip begin ani- sud nickel insome of ihc pow*in  addition*
mal studi«> to find, whether «—
there Is a link between baby ] .

IS and cancer. « ** | Oufrdi Bergen New* on Page* BA 6

The urging‘came from MJ  *., **« Ara F

By JOHN WAL.COTT
1N ne«e WAWEMN | i

canrer rt

*
d

*

| e

baby powders

searchers nt ML Sinai, te of- powdci-* made from cotrt*
Ihc nation's leading environ’ *Uvch instead of tuie.
meniul-cancer research cen*  The Sinai _scienUsls
ters* nnd elsewhere arc beilii- "qiijrt 30 sample* tif powder
ning to. Question the SHfcty of at stores in the Mew York
. loie, Ihe main ingredient in. ««* between 1072 and 19M
junsl biby and bslh powders, Ten of Ihe samples were found
Talc and asbestos commonly 1° contain mbestot In concon*
are found together in the Tralinns ronchi# fmm 2 I1d 50
earth and share some dhcml-!par*cent The other 10 samples

KK kg AS
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. C«fl* lertfatf diffuat

He all. however. Uijt
the cotihUtteated time-
in* LCTy n-
At frdacties i
caiv test,wily minute amounts
of talc. Because talc jmi‘ik-
belt*« «fan are mk<"* tatetb-
«r In infinitely variable
centeatiana, teat* on nieh
amnU samp!» do' not accu-
rately T*fleet uhetta teyala
in latter.sample**of talc, bo
ialdttagBIlm

Wall Urnts (30" each)
N Regularly: $199 each,. id
sMmEPIUCE:$t6j2")

TAX SERVICE
PAKAMLBRoute 17, justjrarthofRo
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TEASE-SHIRTS .The T-shirt — once
the regulation issue for Cls during World
War Il — has grown up. TheyVe evolved
from simple white cotton to those with

ATWMMt
startling messages printed on the front
And now, the latest is a line called Body
Language. It’s a collection which speak«
for itself.

DIPLOMA CHAM<

School System Considers

By JRAFE HUNGER
Suo-Sentinel Writer
Repairing High school students tn pass a reading
and math ekflla test in order to graduate and award-
ing different diplomas based on competency is being
investigated by (he comity school system adminis-
tration.
School Supt. Joseph Carroll Mid Jerry Williams,
director of program evaluation for the school system,

“diplomasareallowedin rinrd*

The study has been prompted by the suggestions of
county school .board members and a nationwide In-
terest in toughening public school standards, due th
complaints many high school graduate» cannot read
well encmgb to function in contemporary society.

""We're up against acrisis of public confidence over
whether a ¢ploraa means anything.” Carroll said.

"Willianms has been attempting to collect os many
proficiency teste as are now in use. aa a basis for
[Ulatiog one for the county school system* Carroll

sal
¢ban of survival in today’s

Cancer-Linked Asbestos
Found In 10 Body Powders

Tte Anawtri Aw

NEW YORK— Ton out of 15 body
and baby powders tested at Mount
Sinai Hospital here were con-
taminated with asbestos fibers
capable of causing a rare form of
chest und abdominal cancer, re-
searchers said yesterday.

Dr. Arthur RohL Who conducted
»he tests with Dr. Arthur Langor.
said there baa been no Investigation
of the-dangers from asbeefo* in-such
powders.

‘There should 1» same sort of
quality control instituted either by
the induBtry or by congressional leg-
islation” he said.

The researchers said the con-
tamination usually was found in the
talc used in the powden.

Ashes foa fibers can cause
mesothelioma, a chest and ab-
dominal cancer, and can also result
in the scarring of lung tissue and

* Ten of the 19 American »amples
contained from two per cent to 20 per
cent asbestos fibers. The highest con-
centration was in ZBT Baby.Powder
with Baby Qil; Cashmere Bouquet
Body talc. Coty Airapun Pace
Powder and Rosemary Talc. These
were in the eight per cent to 21 per
cent bracket.

« Rosemary also contained 30 per
cent quarto,

-+ Bauer ¢ Black Baby Talc, winch
is no longer on the market, had a IS*
per cent concentration.

« Other powders containing Jaae
than five per tient asbestos were
Paberge Brut Talc, Yardlcy Invisible
Talc, Yardley Black Label Body
Powder, Mcnnni Shave Talc and
English Leather After Shave Talc.

The manufacturera of Rosemary
could not be reached for comment,

(Turn to Page ¢-A Col. J)

P>**«pry tihtc n.

Wo«d Gema WarAwLl
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[Jackie

Pregnant Precedents

totn*umé& r__T

Mirrarthat Haro dn_a_ri_

Beatte George Htniou», told him; "Georgehas gotenttd;
after same hesitation, and Tre boys have aU agreed to 4»
the show in 6 b Unlted States and postibly stay together
for other shows." George,. John Lennon, Paul McCartney
and Jttnffo Suit broke up an a group to 1971 after selling
more than 100 million records.

CooganHospitalized

Actor Jackie Coogan was reported w good conrtdtion
yesterday to a Palm Springs, Calif-, hospital after
suffering a fainting spell. Coogan, 61, was taken by
ambulance to Desert Hospital where teste were being
performed. Coogan, who shot to fame as a child stair in
“The Kid/*,ait the age of 1 and wade mfllions before fee
was 10, has been doing movie and telewftort,,pans— to
recent years; * 5

yer-

President Id! Amisbis urgedwomen pilots trainedin the.
Ugandan aur force t0 exercise ssif-ccnntrol foltowihg
¢kdoanre that Mu of*the seven trainees are pregnant.
““Some of you hare not been*following regulations Arid
that is why you have become pregnant/* Amin told the
women hi'a meeting at x presidential lodge on Lake.
Victoria- “If you are pregnant, ycur performance os
pilots is hindered,* Amin, quoted to‘the. government.,
newspaper Voice of Uganda, arid the woman's squadron

, will be taught birth control as well os flying Techniques..

(Making A Date In Court

-4v V

Mexico City authorities be)tore they him found a why to *
discourage bribetaking -among traffic cop*/They a s -
signed women to write out tickets for erring motorists.
“Qtir gifts can't be bought/* say« Lt: CoL Maria Isabel
Espinoza, chief of Group 28, the 600-member feminine
contingent of the captad™ police force. have to©
mock pride.” The force began recruitingwomen to 1972.
Although submitting to rigorous training — Including
karate lessons — policewomen were assigned primarily
to patrolling porks and downtown streetn. Their main job
was to answer questions, give directions And “show the _
badge/’ Twoyears ago they were assigned to traffic duty ;
no a trial basis. Apparently the system works, *."Most -
drivers are convinced they can pay their fine directly to
a policemen if they are stopped,” one city official ‘
explained. But according to Lt Col. Xspinoze, male ¢
drivers frequently are abashed when stopped by a
1 "B

admitted. ""We eliminated xnmi-ikirte.

‘Asbestos Found In Powdeh

(Continued from Page 1-A)
;but the others «id they were con-

use. There is no **fest control" t
od, he said/f* 'f *

fviaced their products ware sate and
“waid their own tests had shown no
‘ashestos.

, The baby and body, powder tests
;WBr*-wuiertafcen as part of a study of
«lie dangers involved to occupational
."exposure to asbestos. Rohl said.

“There is no firm evidence on low
mlevel or intermittent exposure such
«as bum using talcum powder/* he
esaid. ““ We don’t know for sure what
the danger level is."

The Tests at Mount Sinai used elec-
tron roicroapy. Heinz J. Eirmann,
director of cosmetics technology in
the U-5. Food and Drug Adrainlsc—i

on

The products whidh the two ¢co-
lors found uncontammated with
abnstoa fibers were AmmerTs Medi-
cated Powder; Avon Bird of Paradise
Beauty Dust; Diaperene Medicated
Body Powder; two Johnson's Baby
Powders—one made here and onein
Britain; Johnson's Medicated
Powder; Mennen Bath Talc; Yzrdley
After Shave Powder and Yatdley
Original Body Powder.

Rohr said he and Laager had done
a parallel survey of body and baby
powders manufactured in Britainand
found, ""Very few of these were con-
taminated and those that were, were
considerably Less than tboae made
*

W

Beli;
give»*be edge',.

LONDON Alt American
worked for an armored car fhm
startled airport officialsdaring a i
tine customs check when pollce sald]
he blurted ouh «

“I've stolen a quarter of a mlllfof
dollars-Please tell the boss. When h’
opens the safe he might havea boar,
attack-"  *; J

A search of his luggage uncover*
v;5287,580* authentic* reported.

They identified- the ex-securii
Hguard as Noel Theodore Bichard, 2

- ‘Phantorj

)sjhrdi |

;vM*i1i-0rder
Tie lter Yedk1Wh> T Anriet

WASHINGTON — vA-myaterv
company with do visible offi
directors, coiling itself Molpr-
Research Inc., is offering a +#
order “ rovtewV of ™ poteuj
malpractice- cases” by aoonyir
physicians for ¢a $30 fee, cf w
half must be paid in advance.

The Virginia-bored concern ii
der investigation by the Virgin!:
torney General's office for pM
illegal or unethical actions. Sirk

>incorporation to mid-Jtouary
* Company has placed advertiser
-in oswspap« 6 and posted the
. telephone booths, u wen asm
' our a brochure.  V*~*" i

Sejantflic Mcdfcrt

e EvenP«

Hll C setJut Ior

rﬁ ,%;lg@aﬂdawﬁa
mmy"' :

oderful n II OCAV,
et
more jt: i
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TRADE « GOVT. MEMOS

\ INDUSTRY & FDA STUDIES SHOWTALC PURITY. CTFA sayain faarcITi7 press release. “The /
recent allegations concerning asbestos .in talcC

powders refer to analyses of products purchased in 1973,*’ Cosmetic, Toiletry & Fragrance Assn. (CTFA) « \
said, “These samples do not represent current production. Some products have been positively identified
as being of 1970 or earlier production; (One product has not been manufactured since the end of World
War I1.) In 1971, when improved methodology first uncovered the potential for talcs to contain asbestos,
the cosmetic industry took responsible action to protect consumers through monitoring of talc purity and = \
where needed, changing to new talc sources.

w'CTFA submitted to FDA on March 15,1976, summary data on the purity of
talc as a raw material and on finished products. These data, covering nearly 4,000

C separata analyses, did not show thd presence of asbestos in any talc tasted since /
1973. This substantiates the industry's belief that cosmetic talc products are safe
for the consumer. Furthermore, FDA reported recently that analyses on 76 talcs C
purchased at retail by FDA field inspectors in 1976 showed no indication of
asbestos contamination/*

7

(C) SEVEN STATE MEDICAID HEAPS HAVE PROTESTED EAC STARTING DATE, scheduled for
N n April 26, in
written presentations to HEW Seety. Mathews. Protests range from total rejection of MAC/EAC program
to demands that launch be deferred to Jan. 1, 1977. Practical “impossibility” of meeting April 26
deadline are prominent in protests from Me., Mass., NH, NJ, Pa., Texas and W\Va Medicaid administra-
tors. Except for Texas, the seven protests were made via a petition generated at a Jan. 29 meeting in
NYC of 13 state Medicaid administrators. Conn,, NY, Va., RI, Vt. and D.C. Medicaid administrators
did not join the protest. Mass, administrator supports only deferment Of FAC. The state has been
named with HEW as co-defendant in an mti-MAC lawsuit. Texas Welfare Com, Raymond Vowell wrote



Memo to KrUtors

FROM: Dr. Thomas C. Chalmers
President® Mount Sinai Medical Center
New York, New York

Recent media reports concerning ruscurch on :]Jon-
powder carried out by the Mount Sinai Medical Center created
considerable confusion on the part of the public, The Medical
Center has issued the following statementin order to correct any
misinterpretation or misimpressions the media reports may have

gene rated.

Dr. Thomas C, Chalmers

President, Mount Sinai Medical Center
Nerw Y -i">. Nvv' York

M arch 23, 1976

LoGiudice/WCD/0390



FROM: Mount Sinai Medical Center
New York* New York

March 23, 1976

New York, N. Y. -- Recently data from research carried out in
the Mount Sinai Medical Center for the last four years on the asbestos content
of some talcum powders was cited in the press before it had been published in
a scientific journal- The original purpose of this research was to develop
effective techniques for measuring th.e presence oi ashestos in ta.lc. The
problem has practical implications because prolonged exposure to certain
forms of ashestos can cause cancer- The research work was of the highest
technical quality and a significant contribution to the field. However, in the
process of developing these new methods, the samples actually used had been
purchased more than two years ago, a fact which was not mentioned in the media
reports. Furthermore, the discovery of asbestos in some talcum powders by
the Mount Sinai investigators was reported to the Food and Drug Adm inistration
at that time, and undoubtedly stimulated some manufacturers to change their
sources of talc, ao thatrecent analyses by the FDA have not revealed appreciable
amounts of asbestos in any samples.

The Mount Sinai Medical Center wishes to correct certain confusions
which the reporting of these data may have generated:

1) Any implication in the news slorie-s that most of the talcum
powder currently on the market contains asbestos ’s not borne out by ih.i most

recent from the FDA, although surveillance is indicated.

(niorei
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2) Although the news media specifically emphasized the dangers
of talcum powders advertised for babies, the only baby powder tested that was
reported to show asbhestos represents less than 1% of the market, and that sample
was five years old. The moat commonly used baby talc has been consistently
free of asbestos.

3) It is the opinion of Mount Sinails Department of Pediatrics
that baby talc is a useful and safe product.

Education of the public in respect to health matters is an important
responsibility of Academic Health Centers. Educational efforts by such centers
must be based on sound scientific principles and must be calculated to provide
maximum benefit for the community.

Dissemination of research data on which health recommendations
can be based must occur via peer-reviewed scientific publications. The inevitable
existence of conflicting data requires .that information be made available fir3t
to other properly trained experts who may be expected to interpret them
individually or through official agencies or committees. The latter is slow
but appreciably more reliable than public debates that are fragmented in the
reporting.

This experience emphasizes the need for constant vigilance in
je~cisurlng that the transition period between discovery of important health related
items ami their revelation to the public is handled with proper attention to the

accuracy of details, as required in scientific publications.

-3
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JIANUJ NBK “
MS*: ANITA CURHY XZZYJ5S 3/23/76 4i 10PN TO WASHINGTON
FOLLOWING IS THE PRESS RELEASE ISSUED AT 2:45 P-M- TODAY EY

MOUNT SIN A I-1IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING IT 1IS. A BRIEF MEMO TO EDITORS
‘FROM. DR- CHALMERS- AS -DISCUSSED* THIS SHOULD BE OF PARTICULAP.

INTEREST TO WRC-TV AND WMAL-TV IN WASHINGTON- ! KNOW THE
WASHINGTOM POST IS ALREADY AVARE OF IT AND IT IS MOVING ON
m NEWSVIRE* **

MEMO TO EDITORSi RECENT. MEDIA’REPORTS CONCERNING RESEARCH ON
TALCUM POWDER CARRIED OUT BY THE MOUNT SINAI MEDICAL CENTER
CREATED CONSIDERABLE.CONFUSION ON THE PART OF THE PUBLIC-

THE MEDICAL CENTER HAS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT IN ORDER
.TO CORRECT ANY MIS INTERPRETATION OR MIS IMPRESS IONS THE

MEDIA REPORTS MAY‘HAVE GENERATED*

CR. THOMAS C- CHALMERS
PRESIDENT* MOUNT SINAI MEDICAL CENTER
NEV YORK* NSW YORK

NEW YORK* NEV YORK -- RECENTLY DATA FROM RESEARCH CARRIED CUT IN
THE.MOUNT SINAI MEDICAL CENTER FOR THE LAST FOUR YEARS ON THE
ASBESTOS CONTENT OF SOME TALCUM POWDERS WAS CITED IN THE PRESS
BEFORE IT HAD BEEN PUBLISHED IN A SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL- THE
ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF THIS RESEARCH WAS TO DEVELOP EFFECTIVE
TECHNIQUES FCR MEASURING THE PRESENCE OF ASBESTOS IN TALC-

THE PROBLEM HAS PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS 2ZCAUS2 PROLONGED

TXPOSURE TO CERTAIN FORMS OF ASBESTOS CAN CAUSE CANCER- THE RESEARCH
WORK VAS OF THE HIGHEST TECHNICAL QUALITY AND A SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIELD. HOWEVER* IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING
THESE NEV METHODS* THE SAMPLES ACTUALLY USED HAD BEEN PURCHASED
MORE THAN TWO YEARS AGO* A FACT WHICH VAS NOT MENTIONED IN THE
MEDIA REPORTS. FURTHERMORE* THE DISCOVERY OF ASBESTOS IN SOME
TALCUM POWDERS BY THE MOUNT SINAI INVESTIGATORS WAS REPORTED

TO THE FOOD AMD DRUG ADMINISTRATION AT THAT TIME* AND UNDOUBTEDLY
STIMULATED SOME MANUFACTURERS TO CHANGE THEIR SOURCES OF TALC*

SO THAT RECENT ANALYSES BY THE FDA HAVE NOT REVEALED APPRECIABLE
/MOUNTS OF ASBESTOS IN ANY SAMPLES*

THE MOUNT SINAI MEDICAL CENTER WISHES TO CORRECT CERTAIN CONFUSIONS
IMICH THE REPORTING OF THESE DATA MAY- HAVE 3ENERATED:

1> ANY IMPLICATION IN THE NEWS STORIES THAT MOST OF THE TALCUM
POWDER CURRENTLY ON THE MARKET CONTAINS ASBESTOS IS NOT DORNE
OUT EY THE MOST RECENT DATA FROM THE FDA* ALTHOUGH CONTINUING
.SURVEILLf\NCE IS INDICATED.



« | n «

2) .although the news média, specifically emphasized the dangers .of
TALCUM POWDERS ADVERTISED FOR BABIES* THE ONLY BABY POWDER TESTED
THAT WAS REPORTED TO SHOW ASBESTOS REPRESENTS LESS THAN 1 PERCENT
OF THE MARKET* AND THAT SAMPLE WAS FIVE..YEARS' OLD. THE MOST

* COMMONLY USED BABY TALC HAS 3EEN CONSISTENTLY FREE OF ASBESTOS-

3) IT IS THE OPINION OF MOUNT SINAI'S DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS
THAT BABY TALC IS A USEFUL AND SAFE PRODUCT.

EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC IN RESPECT.TO HEALTH MATTERS IS AN IMPORTANT
RESPONSIBILITY OF ACADEMIC HEALTH CENTERS» EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS'

BY SUCH CENTERS MUST-BE BASED ON SOUND SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES

mb MUST-BE CALCULATED TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM BENEFIT. FOR*THE

COMMUNITY. _

DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH DATA ON WHICH HEALTHMRECOMMENDATIONS

CAN BE BASED MUST OCCUR VIA PEER-REVIEWED SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS *
THE .INEVITABLE EXISTENCE OF CONFLICTING DATA REOUIRES THAT "
INFORMATION BE MADE AVAILABLE FIRST TO OTHER PROPERLY TRAINED
EXPERTS WHO MAY BE EXPECTED TO INTERPRET THEM INDIVIDUALLY

OR THROUGH OFFICIAL AGENCIES OR COMMITTEES. THE LATTER IS SLOW
BUT APPREC13LY MORE RELIABLE THAN PUBLIC DEBATES THAT ARE
FRAGMENTED IN THE®REPORTING. *

THIS EXPERIENCE EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR CONSTANT VIGILANCE IN
ENSURING THAT THE' TRANSITION PERIOD BETWEEN DISCOVERY CF
EMPORTANT HEALTH RELATED.ITEMS AND THEIR REVELATION OF THE
PUBLIC IS HANDLED WITH PROPER ATTENTION TO THE ACCURACY CF
DETAILS* AS REQUIRED IN SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS.

F.”* ROBERT KMIFF IN*
'JOHNSON«JOHNSON CORPORATE PUBLIC RELATIONS
CTFA VSH

JANDJ NBK
M
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CBS CHANNEL 2 NEWS
11:00 P.M, —3/23/76.
TAKEN BY TAPE

The study of a report run by two doctors from Mount Sinai Hospital

tested nineteen baby and body powders. Nine of the powders reportedly
contained ashestos fibers. The companies involved insisted that their
products Were safe. On March 8th, John Stossel spoke to Dr. Arthur Rohl
of Mount Sinai, one of the two researchers on the study. Dr. Rohl stated
his conclusions.

After the study, would you use talc?

Certainly not, Ithink there are enough problems with asbestos without
using something like this, | would suggest com starch as a substitute.

But today, Dr. Thomas Chowmers, president and dean of Mount Sinai»
released a statement on a report in which he said the original purpose of
this research was to develop effective techniques for measuring the presence
of asbestos in talc. The research was of the highest quality. However, the
samples actually used had been purchased more than three years ago, a'
fact that was not mentioned In the immediate reports.. Dr. Chowmers also
said any implication in the news story that most of the talcum powder
currently on the market contained asbhestos is not borne out by the most
recent data from the FDA. Inthe opinion of Mount Sinai/s department of
pediatrics, baby talc is us.efui and a safe product.
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HARRY HOLLAND & SON, INC

Mr, f:"h’:j ?t’ Wﬁf;\ 1B SPINNING WHEEL ROAD
Mr, Fred ftoesch™ — HINSDALE, ILL. 60521
W hittaker, Clark & Daniels, Inc, PHONES: CHICAGO 312/762-820*

Hinsdale 312/32&-6130

DATE

Asbestos in Talcs 3/26/76

MESSAGE

On March 24th during the 10 PM news, W1»S-TV (The Chicago ABC
affiliate) reported a retraction of the story on asbhestos in talc. After
rechecking test results, it was found that only two of the nineteen talcs
tested contained asbestos. One of these talcs had not been produced
for several years and the other accounted for less than 1% of all

talc used for body and baby powders. It was also stated that the

level of asbestos in these two products was found to be very low.

This statement was released by the .A.P.

Michael E, Durkin

medidlo
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NEW YORK POST

3/26/76

By MATttAX BURROS
Washington Post

WASHINGTON — 3X1 Si-

nai MeiUcal Center ity New j;
York has issued, a"statement j ;
"to correct certain'- eonfus-1\
ions’l aoou-t reports of r8-1\

search work conducted at the

1?2

hospital's Dept. of Environ-j*
mental Medicine on the as- j®m

bestes content of some tol-
cum. powders*

The Washington Post on
March S reported the findings,
which. said that asbestos
fibers were discovered in 9
of 19 body and baby pow-
tiers studied by the reseach*
trs.

Asbestos can cause meso-
thelioma, a rare form of chest
and abdominal cancer, and
asbestosis, scarring of lung
tissue.- In 1972 Dr. William
J. Nicholson of Me. Siniai re-
ported that these diseases
caused nearly 40 per cent of
the deaths of New York-New
Jersey asbestos workers.

The «statement m ad e
Wednesday by tha center’s
president, Hr. Thomas C.
Chalmers, said:

<JThe orriy bnby powder
tested that was reported to
show asbestos represented
less than 1 per cent ox the
market mid the sample was
five years old.

<3The talcum powders used
In the study "had been pur-
chased more than three years
ago."

f) "Recent analyses by the
F.OA [Food and Drug! Ad-
ministration] havo not re-
vealed appre-tt.'iWrt amounts
of asbf-stos [in talcum powri-

Dessarchers in the Dept,
of ICnvironmental Medicine
have taken exception to seme
.parts of Chabiers’ statement.

I

=

.decent Samples j

Arthur Eohl, research as-\
slstant in the departmentl
who worked on the talc study,

.said most of the powders had

bec-n purchased in 1973, but
some were purchased as re-
cently as 1976. Asbestos was
icund in some of the newer
samples, he said; though
"there was a decline in the
amount**

Dr. Irving1X Seiilcoff, chair-
man of the department arid a
leading- authority on occupa-
tional diseases, said the ap-
pearent discrepancy between
FDA’s findings and lit.
Sinai’s is due to a difference
in technique. FDA's methods j;
are not sensitive enough to }
measure asbestos below a j*
certain level, he said. j

Selfkoff ateo took excep-;
tion to the statement,issued i
by lit. Sinais Pediatrics j
Dept, that baby talc is safe j
and useful. He said: *T think j
they will live to regret itr |

Dr.HoraceH. Bodes, chair- ;
man o* the department, is a {
member of the board of di- |
rectors of. Johnson & John- j
sen’s Institute for Pediatric j
Service. The board advises S
Johnson & Johnson on dis* |
bursement of its iunds for
pediatric research. Members
of the board receive no re- j
numeration. Kotos dec-bed «;
to discuss his departmint’s
statement on the- safety of.].
baby talc. * oo, 7]
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THE TTASHDICTOSf POST * Tria*if»>* MJW A 1-

TalcumStuév

\ %*-V ="' «” By MarianBurros,
- -e* e 7 Whyc«hlnéton Post Steli Writer.

Mount Sinai, Medical Cen-  fions..The level of, sensitiv-
terin'iSew York/has issiied ity is greater with electron
a statement "to correct cer- migroscopy.” DTA will r:it>ot.
tain confusions'* *about re- ermiti;ou to determine* as* ¢
porti Of research work con- estos at less than half-a. '
ducted,at the .hospital’s Dd- per cent, possibly one; Per
mpartihent of Environmental cent, whereas you'can deter-
Medicine on..the*;asbestos mine It at lower conceptra-
content of. some talcum pow- . tions by using electronl-;ai-

ders. R croscopy.**S

. *?he 'Washington. Post re- * Selikoif. acknowledged

'{)Aorted the findings oir that the cosmetics industry
arch & .« ¥ has "gone ahead quietly faun

The statement made Wed-  improved the talc. But there
nesday by thé cehter’s presi- is a huge clunk in thelrthr;
dent, Dir. Thomas_'C GHai- mor. They were dusting'peQ*
mers, said: ‘pie with asbestos all these,

« The only baby powder Years before, so what?Was
tested that was reported to *putin the lungs' beforb-is

show asbestos_ represented  Still there. -

less than one per cent of the - T Certainly wouldiitw aqt

emarket and the sample was ' tohe diisted with any asbes-

five.years old.- ;-v;*t tos. There is no safe leveEof
asbestos' .known,”  Selikoff

‘e The. talcuih. ‘powders.- id *y ok hol
used in the study “had been Sal‘l’h o v tional S“? El'
purchased more than three e Occupational oafety
ears agp,; e * . and Realth Administration
Y P, of the' Department, of Labor :
* Recent analyses by the  addressed tlie same issuain
Eood“and Drug Administra- a proposed’ amendmentm'to
tion “have not revealed ap- reqylations governing/»the
preciable amounts of ashes- _jimits of asbestos- exposuke - : «
tos” in talcum fcowder.” *-*;  wfor gshestbs  vicorkers:. ’In ;’
Chalmers'alsopsaid, j"fhe¢ j g the ropos | -in the
research work was of the O0Oct 3, 1975, federa Rfe%s-',.
highest technical quality ter,, OSHAsaid"*/St
and a significant contnbu- Cognizes that there is no
lion tp the field. assurance dfa safe exposure
Researchers_in the' De- for.a substance -with khoWo,
partment of Environmental  carcinogenic. properties/* in
Medicine have taken"cxcep  this-case asbestos, and thint
lion -to some parts of CM-" (here should be a6 delécfc-
mers* statement V ble’cohcétieafdheny? *  Jva-J*
Arthur Rohl, research as- o« pyny-~
distant in -the debartment ™- ’
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