206!

LTS 804 e
<ra, s

riLwae, 3) 412

CEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
= . S7 MURRAY STREET
PERTH - o S

Sr.J. 8 N Ztasmuiets &)
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Senior Iaspector of iines,
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Dear wr. Boyland,

I recently visited Auatralian Blue Asbestos and was
sleasantly surprised at many of the improvezents nade.
However, dust is still obviously a problea and conditions,
w¥hilst much better, are still below that achieved in the
goid mining industry.

Yaw cases of silicoais and/or asbestosis are still
being diagnosed each year, bdut thers is room to hope that
the length of exposure is increasing, and that men nay
work for longer periods with less chancs of developing
lung diseass. ’

As you know, there has been much criticisa of the
koriineter as an instrument for duat sampling in the
asbestos industry, and its coantinued use was only
~ justified because counts wers 80 high that more
sophisticated instruments were unnecessary. 1 never i
really subscribed to this theory.

It 48 inperative now that more advanced methods of
dust sampling de used, and I would be grateful if this
could receive some attention. Dust saaplirg surveys
should include:-

(a) Tue numbder of quartz particles of respirwble eigze,
i.e. less than 5 nicrons.

{b) The number of fibres of respirable eize, i.e. less
than about 40 oicrons.

(¢) Allow somw estinate to be made of the individual
worker'a total exposurs.

I know that your inspectors (ventilation) axe

~ efficient and Imowledgesble, and I den't wish to interfere
in any way with your duties and responsibilities. Hovever,
Dr. Gordon Saith, Director of the Jccupaticaal Eealth :
Section of the Commonwealth School of dygiene and Tropical
Ledicine, New South Wales, accompenied 2e to Vittenocom and
offered to send his dust saapling inspestor, ir. 3. dajor,
to do a detailed survey of the oine and mill at Vittenoom.
I have heard ¥r. Lajor spokan of very highly as an exvert
in this field. His survsy would certainly be of value, and
I think it would be a wonderful opportunity for your
inspectors to widen their experience and per:aps dsvelop
new techniques, even if, in the end, you feel that his
nethods ars impracticabls and no improvesant on present
techniques. The questicn of cost hasa't been raised, but
my impression is that the Commonwesclth would finance it.
Thers was no discussion in regard to iiming, but a possible
time pight be April/ilay 1966,

A good example of the difffculty involved in dust
sanpling is Stubds' Comet Uine at Harble Bar. Nis
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treat;ent mall was very dusty in places, but it is
sosaxble tzat mueh of the dust is comparatively garmless
Tecause of the absenc: of quartz and tae nature of the
ore body.

Zour comments oa tiie above would de greagly
anpreciated. It iight be that yours ventilation inspectors
don't feel that any purpose would be served by lr., Wajor's
visit. If so, let ma mow. No arrangemeats of any kind
rave been zade.

Tours sincerely,

~
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