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October 21, 1986

Ms. Judy Spencer Re: OD 307-27

Legal Section Eaployee - Leroy Frazee
Industrial Commission of Ohio Eaployer - Lima Loconotive Works
286 North High Street (OQut of Business)
Columbus, Ohio N3215

Attn: Judy Spencer
Dear MHs. Spencer:

Mr. Prazee i3 a member of a relatively small group of forcer
asbestos insulation workers who are at very high risk of
developing cosplications sud/or diseases of the respiratory tract
due to exposurezr to ssbestos.

Insulators in most csses vwere exposed to very high levels of
dust during application and removal of asbestos insulation. I=n
the steag locomotive era, it was often necessary to reczove or
apply asbestos in bulk to the bollrrs of the locomotives. These
operations were carried out in enclosed spaces with little or ro
protestive equipment. During the years prior to 19/1 and
particularly during the late forties and fiftles, the usage of
asbestos rose to an all-time high.

Mr. Frazee has been diagnosed as probadbly having asbestosls.
Thero also are X-ray findings to indicate possible progression to
the nost serious of asbestos-related iiseanes - masotheliona.

One puzzling factor is the latency period. In this case, it Ras
been thirty-seven Yyears. Usually, ten to twenty years is
expected before sysptons begin to appear. Longer times are not
unheard of, though. This msay be one of the exceptiona.

Ona complication and contridutory factor 4o present however,
- that of smoking. Mr. Frazee i3 an adnitted one pack per day
smoker for forty-three years. This personal habit is rasponsitle
for more chronic respiratory problems than all other causes
combined. When comtined with asbestos exposures, smoking
increasas the likelihood of asbestosis, lung cancer and other
complications many times over.
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In view of his work at the Lima Locomotive ¥Works, it is very
likely that exposures occurred at high levels and for long
periods of time sufficient to cause respiratory conoplications
including asbestosis and related diseases. The smoking, of
course, is a complicating factor.

¥With the other findings in Mr. Frazee's nmedical exan,
ultimate outcome of his problems seens apparent.

the
If I can dbe of further assistance in this clainm,

please let
ne know.

Sincerely,

e
anes 3, FPergusén, CIH

Induatrial Hyglienist
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RECORDS
CERTIFICATION

I, the undarsigned, an exployee of the Buresu of Workers' Cocpensatinn,
do hercdby certify that the microl{ln {=ages on this reocl of microfile
or =sicrofiche ara cocplete and acc.vate reproductions of the original

records of the S+H as sccusulated during the

rcgu'l.xr course of business, and that it {s the establis «d procedure
of this departsent to microfile ‘23 records for per  .nent {ile and to
dlspose of the orizginal records «’ter microfila reproductions have

becn rade.
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