says he tried :
‘to be human’ .

By CLAUDE ARPIN

The central figure in the current conlroversy surrounding health
hazards faced by asbestos workers in Thetford Mines Is a G7-year-old

doctor whose policy was “to_d

sible without barmivg them.” -

Dr. Paul Cartler, who operale

of the companics® elinie which checked
workers for m;siblc lasbdcsdlos-rclnlu{
tung ailmenls, admits hc did not jasis!
lhnf affected warkers leave their jobs
and scck workman's compensation
benelits.
“r. Carlier, who ran the clinie
. 1940 unlll last year, says he
‘itied to do my best; to be human.™
“Wwhen a worker camne lo me and
1 saw {rom his x-rays that he had
slight abnormalities in lis lungs, I
told him, In an clfort {o be ns hu-

manifarian as possible:- ‘Look, you've ™ ~

pot the stight_bepinnings of 2 tung

problem., Now, are you happy at your
job? Do you want {o stay there? Or do
you wish to apply for compensation
and be fransferred elsewhere in the
plant? If you stay where vou are it
won't affect ¥our_capdition That much
and il you become incapacitated you
can always apply for compensation
then.’ .

workers as pos.

d on this prihciplc when director, .

“Even i fhey had feft their work
complelely and gone on lo drive
cabs, for instance, it might not have
arrested the progressive effects of as-
bestosis.

“So I figured it was_in_their hest
inlerests _to at_tlicir_jobs. Re-
sides, They didn't want {o be reporled
il amt {ranslerred {o & lower-paying
joh vhere they might have carned as
much as $50 less a week.

“And -if -1 had reported them Hil
and hroughl about their transler fo
lower-paying jobs, the unions would
have lodged gricvances and the work-
ces would have been reinslaled to
theie former jobs anyway.”

Cartier says it Is “still debatable™
whether asbestosis would have sub-

sided in 2 patjent who was removed *

from on asbeslos pofluted envivon-
ment the minule the discase was di-
agnosed.
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Chief doctor

“From whatl modernmedicine
knows about the discase, there ap-
peats lo b_e 8 slight progression even
aftz{"eonlact wilh asbesfos Tibres his™

ceased."”

He admils there were “a fow un-
fortunate incidents™ involving workers
who died a fewe moalhs afler receiv.

-ing a clean bill of health from his
clinic,

“But mosl of these deaths seemed
fa be the resull of hearl problems,
which may or ™3y nol hiave
conneeled fo lung ailmenls. ™

Carlicr says, however, that when g
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person has an asbestosrelated Jung
ailent, the right ventricle of his
' which operates in conjunclion

. the lungs, has to work overtlime

ond this could lcad to a fatal enlarges |

ment of the verlicle.
“But i Is so hard to show a direct

relationship between the two (lung .

disease and lienrt fallure) that AMonl-

real':-m_lgn_na!.h_ol_taxyrs_mm
systematically lo perform sulrasics ea
tins 1ype of death hecause Thicy Kiow
they can’t prove the relationship In the
cvenl of acourt case.”

While Cartier frecly admits he ac-
quiesced _t, ks® wishes lo remain

at theic_jobs In_ spite of the hazards,
he vehomenlly denfes any collusion
v~ een himscll and the mining com-
*  $ which pald his salary and for
ti" upkeep of the clinic, R
“l can swear that I tas pever
given any directives by the compa.
nies and that I acted solely on the

basis of my ext yeltrainingin”®
some of the world's 1eal jcal

cenlres.”

Union ciaims that Carticr was re-
Tuctant to refer workers to the Work-
men's Compensalion Board because

lhe “Mﬁl&u%
Jdunip sum compensaticn premivms

are_“fotally false* he says.
1 worked on the principle that If

. the werker showed & slight frace of

asbestosis 1 warned him about It and
Tt him decide if he wanted (o ge.
main at lis job.

. ¥y policy was to (ry and do as
much good for him as was possible
withoul causing him any harm.

*l was acling on behalf of the
worker who was worried obout losing
income. I wasn't doing it for pecunl-
ary revards from the companies. I've
never been one to go in for that sort
of thing. I worked mysell through
medical school by keeping a job at
the post office frons 6 p.m. {0 3 a.m.
every day.

“But no matter what 1 say, people
are still gning fo think that I had
sold out {o the companies. I just tried
{0 do mybest™ .

.
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Cortier says that throughout his
carcer at the clinic e was under the
Impression that Il the conditivn_of
workers_was being_made worse by

cir continicd expatlirg to_asbeslos__

flbres this fact would have becn
brought fo his attentlon by the
Quebee Asbestos Mining Assoclatlon.
“The ossocialion was [orever fi-
nancing _coslly researeh-projects, and
Impressiye_medical.teame. visiled my
elinle from leading bospifals in De-
troit, New York, Philadelphia and
Piltsburg. .
. “I would have made recommenda-
lgons for improving working condi-
tions but T was hampered by these

big-name feams which speal up (o J

tvo months at a time here.

“They spenl an enormous smount
of money and I figured that §f there
was anylhing wrong with cur epera-
fion they would have made recom-
mendations lo fhe companies, *

*When they came ¥ reproached
them on fhie fact that they didnt
geem fo follor up thelr tests with
recommendations for Improving work-
fng conditinne M

’
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) “They could have mad reat
coniribulion with ¢ up-lo-dale

cxperlise, They were in 8 better posi.

tion than our little clinte which was .

isolated from medical centres. I
thought they would recommend im-
provements lo (he 'ndustry but they
never secmed fodo L

“I was open lo resommendations.
But 1t was embarrassing for o little
Fren i t .
docks fike me {o come along afler afl
{hose big shots and tell the indusiry
fo make improvements.

""The companles would surcly have
told me to mind my own business,
that the leading world experts had

found nolhing {o complaln about, so
who was 1 {o add my ivo cents
worth,

“ guess I was foo fimid; I should
have spoken out. My friends have
always told me that I'm too limid."

. Cartier remains sceplical, how.
ever, abouf thé valldily of the recent
Mount Sinal study which found &
very high incidence of lung disease
among veleran Thetford Mines work-
ers. .
He says that ‘during contract nego-

tiations w”ich led to the vlolent and

bitter osbeslos strike of 1519, sought

to drathaliz€ UIr demands by trying

to establish a link belween asbestos

mining and tuberculosis. The asbestos

workers now are on strike for the -
first Ume since” 1949 and safety:
causes are among thelc cliel de.

mands. .

“Today, the same thing Is {rue
and in order to make their point that

" -mining ashestos leads to asbestosis,

{hey commissioned Dr. lrving Sclikofl
of the Mount Sinal College of Medi-
cine in New York lo study the situa.
tion liere. .

“Now, it Is common krowlnige in
our Tield thal Seli r
cent more abnormalities in lung x-
rays than anyont tlex;

“When you read x-rays — and 1
used (o read 10.000 & year in my day

- you cnn’i?im
- arrive at ahappy medium.

“Sclikoff over-reads and the unions

alter him.”

Y
3‘*\7 ( knev thal and (hat's why (hey went

Carller says that by over-reading,
any doclor can look at x-ravs of the
lungs of persons over age 50 in any
line of work and discover “all sorls
o abnarmalities.”
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‘Clinic revamped,’

-+ says new chief

By JOSH FREED

* THETFORD MINES — The asbes-
tos companies’ . clinic here has been
revamped, says Dr. Michel Lesage,
the man responsible Jor the clinic
since April, 19%4.

Lesage, filling the nenly created
post of company “medical advisor,”
Is a doclor, lawyer and radiologist
whose most recent position was ad-
visor to the ministry of social alfalrs,

Lesa as hired a new physiclan,
Richard Lamber} to replace Dr. Paul
Carlier, Tormer head and now con-

sultant at the clinic. Carlier will re-
tice in June.

“f think It was a good clinic when
it was set up,” Lesage sald, “but in
recent years It had fallen somewhat
behind the times.* —

The companies should have faken
steos {o update the clinic’s operation
earlier, he said, buf added that un-
jons and government also.could have
taken more Initlative In improving
conditions.

Lesage sald thal as of Jan. I the
clinic was completely revamped, with
the addition_of niodem_equipment,
and 2 policy_o[completemedical o
check-ups. Previously, workers had
been checked only for ashestos-re-
lated diseases,

"Anrorr:e{_ﬂ_lh_luuz.sw.dnz_o.r_n’-
bestos-refaled diseases will be sent

for an immediate examinalion nat the
WWorkman's Compensation Board
clinic in Montreal, so that.no one will
suddenly surface with disabilitles
hig:er than 10 per cent,” Lambert
said.

“But I'm sure ft will take time to
reestablish the clinle s credibllity, -
Many workers appear 1o have lost
confjdence init.”

Lesage inlends -to press for jm.
proveiicnts In the area of disease
prevention as well. He says the Thet-

v

L

s T
LR

ot

ASARCO

ford Mines companles have spent $20
million on venlilalion alone §n the
fast five years, but adds “i{ Is not
enough® in light of the Mount Sina!
results,

Asbestos
i safety to -

be tightened

The Slor’s Quebec Bureau e

QUEBEC ~ Tougher Insoectlon
and sliffer” fines will be intreduced
early this year {o conlro! conditions
hazardous to Quebec asbestes miners,
Mines and Natural Rewources Minis.
ter Gilles Masse sonounced yester-
day.

But the minister told the national
assembly the existing aic poliution
standards would remain in focce.

Masse sald the number of mine
fnspeciors would be increased to 21
from 17 and spot checks would be
made without advising the unlon and
comoany In advance.

He said the praciice in (he past
had been lo give 2{ hours noliceofa
visit by en inspeclor fo that the un.
fonrs ~ould arzange (& hav & ripme-
senfalive available. s

Masse sald the prosent svstem of .
fines, providing (or a $25-a-day pen-
ally for a compinyviolatlingthe
{:lcs. were “very minimal, ridicu-

us,"™ "

The minisler sald he was cnadble
{o say yel how slll the pew {ines
would be. . . e

The present on.{he-job pollution
limit of five a-bestos fibres per cuble
centimetre of air will remainln
force, Masse said. .

The level Is accepled by US. ave
thorities. he sald. A reduclion fo {wo
fibres per cubic, centimelre, as de-

. manded by the Cansdian unlon, is
“not technically pessible, Masse
said.
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