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Jt is not possible to come to & reliable quantitative sssessment of the
risk of malignancies for the general public. Present evidence docs not point to
there being & threshold level of exposure, but there is very likely a practical

level of exposure below ;h}ch it will;ﬁc'imposslble to Getect any excess morta-
lity or morbidity due to asbestos, despite the presence of this mineral in the
tissuves, expecially in the lung.

Chepter X1 presents various existing permissible 1imits, meinly for
éggggg&{gnglggﬁpggg{g. In many countries permissible ljmits for workroom air -
are {or will be in the necar future) 2 fibres/ml (>5 um); there is a tendency

" to Jower these Jevels, particularly for crocidolite (in UK 0.2 f/ml). These -

Jevels asm ot prevontion of carly asbestosis, and not of nulignencics; small

fibres (>5 pm) are taken into account. With regard to the general environment -
adequate quantitative standards are scarcely svajlable; most are expressed in

terms of yequired control practices.'Thore is no way of cxtrapolating {rom oc- .

cupationa) permissible )imits to environmental permissible limits for ambient

eir, water, cte. geps in K
cy of the

Chapter X131 cveluates the hcalih risk of true envircniental oxpo;uxe. sre mentd

7Two ppprosches are discussed which try to extrapolate from the occuj:atjonsal - ctod

to the puhlic health risk. However, the epproaches appesr to be too deficient the N
to 2)low guantitative extrapolation. Ncvertheless, they both indicate that - ceud
true ambient air cxposure of the general public is of an ercer of two to Fost
three megnitudes smelder than §n weld contiolled Incustry. eng
that a fector of JD00 or more nay bhe lurge encijh to reduce - stuc
tunors to & negligible Jevel cuparcd to other ricks. viina

The 1972 Conclusions of the sdvisory Cummittee on xriextos Crncers of
the International Agency for Research on Cancer wvhich stiie thiat there does

nct cxist cvidence of an increased risk of mesothelial tumors in respirstory

or gastrointertina) exposure of the general public arc not contrezdicted by the cen
dola presented in this report. On the other hand present evidence is not con- - rotl
viurive cnough to make a statement in a positive ws}.
‘ = an
he general conclusions of this chapter can he su > fcliows: ) zLre .ad
- there exists enough reason Lo minimine wglwes L eriiva of the Sleldfnt
'2) jublic &s nuch as possible; this s jarticuiarly the csse for in terms
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