.
-

']-4- e L V) l-gr- [ PR PO ERE FAF AP ST S PSP Y PP TR PRSP SIS IPSOY S TR T TP P e 30

o}

' . DFMOCRAT, PADUCAIL KY, . 2o

S DFMOCRAT TTIFESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1o™ w

[} T 8
I

TR AT ti 6"1 TN d Pa C‘ Q

I\ vy NeALl .L-\J\./ AT u. S

-t

S AL t oo ‘,.J_“J (,J! i ]P)T} A il

LOUISVILLE, Ky.: (AP) == their work, and thoysan’d's more
The sixth victim uf a rare king|in Europe are believed affect-

of liver cancer has been dis- Cd"
- covered among workers at the li;[c}::—e E;:L-";s:nssos %rc thcﬁr:;x
B. F. Geodrich plant kere. linked to working concitions
The worker is stil! livirg andlare the six in Louisville.
has not hoen fdentifed. But Dr, Leamuhile, several workers
J. Dradiard Blec, hoad of tholyy ine Louisville plant say they
state Cecugaticnal Sadly anClguepected their work mnight be
Health Administzation's medi-ju-rranit 10 their hoalth lone be-
cal program, cealirndd  theisre he company anncunced a
sixth case  hioacay,  alt€rinseginie link between the can-
Gocdrich officials declined tojeer ceqihs and vinyl chloride
c:_mftrm that the man has the operations. . -
disease. :
The number of plant workers
+Awho have died from the rare

- ‘ ‘leancer is five. The discase.
- called angiosarcoma, is be-
lieved by medical experts to bz
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A worker who recently under-
went an cperation for removal
of his splecn said there have al-|.
ways been rumors among em-
ploves, and that they s=emed to

causcd by polonyed exposure S.’Cm,"‘:"c right alter somebody .
to vinyl chloride-a chemical“'¢®
~ used in the menufacture ofi Goodrich bezan investigating -
o ] plastics at the Goodrich plant|the possible link  between em- T
on Louisvilla's Belis Laro. plove deaths and vinyl chloride -
An intematicnal rescarch efs inst menth. Dr. Black sad -?;
{fort hzs buen launched by thel“ionday that most workers who W
National Cancer Institute argd:ceéveloped the cancer  had -
other  occupational  discase|Worked with the chemiczl about e
agencies to trace the use andil? years. He said he thinks in- .
. effects of the chemical onfjvestigation will show that it is L
workers, More than 6,069 Amer-|only workers who were exposed -
ican cmployes are believed tojmany ycars ago—beiore there 7
be exposed to vinyl chlorice injwere any safesuards—who may "
Lo ) ‘|develop the disease.
e It has been learned by the
. s Louisville Courier-Journal that "2
. ; . . L. the polyvinyl manufacturing . 3
- process caused health problems b :
of a less scrious nature in the ) ’ .
past. ’ ) N
In the late 1850s and 1960s : .on
some workers who cleared the -
. - ! re— large vessels in which the plas-
- tic is made experienced severe
’ damage to bones in their fin-
- © jgertips.
- . Blood circul:\tion into tke fin-

gers was si miu.a-uly roduced
for some e¢mploves, and the fin- -
gers hecame shorter and bepan .
clubbing. uring the worst -
stages of the diseose, X-rays of ’ - =
- the fingeriips showed little evi-
dence of bore, \ 1

Some.  workers  also  ex- ‘
pericnced thickened skin, *par-
ticularly on their arms. Alto-
pether, 31 employes who
cleanad  the vossels  reporied
some damapze to their hands.
according to a company repurt
which appeared in the Journal '
of the Amoncan Medical Asso-
ciation in 1967,




