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De ar B i l l :  ■

I  am in d e e d  aware  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  the  work., 
done  b y  y o u r s ;« If and o t h e r s  In  th e  s u r v e y  o f th e  Alc o a  P la n t 
a t  N ia g a r a  F a l l a  i n  19 ^-3 . A r e p o r t  o f  t h i s ,  you. w il l  rem e m be r, 
h as  be e n  p u t t o g e t h e r  i n  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  fo rm  fo r  s uch  a r e p o r t .
Some c o n s id e r a b le  w ork w o u ld  have  t o  b o  done  t o  make t h i s  i n ­
fo r m a t io n  s u i t a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n . I  c o n s id e r  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  
p o s s i b l e  t o  p u b l i s h  t h i s  a t  s  one t i n e  In  th e  n o t  to o  d i s t a n t 
f u t u r e , s i n c e  th e  A lc o a  a t t o r n e y s  h ave  a l r e a d y  r e c og n iz e d  t h a t 
t h i s  w o u ld  h ave  s e rv e d  a u s e fu l  p u rp o s e  i f  i t  h ad  be e n  i n  th e 
l i t e r a t u r e .  I  h ave  w orked a lo n g  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  and I  t h in k  
th e  e nd i s  i n  s i g h t .  I  a g re e  w i t h .y o u  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t i a e fu l  i n ­
fo r m a t io n  an d  I t  s h o u ld  be p u b l i s h e d . .

I  m u s t  p o in t  o ub t o  yo u  h o w e v e r , t h a t  yo u  a re  e n t i re l y  m is ta k e n 
In  y o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  was some In fo r m a l  agre e m en t be tw e e n 
o u r s e lv e s  and A lc o a  a s  t o  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ma t e r i a l  a f t e r  
th e  l a p s e  o f  te n  o r  more y e a r s . I t  I s  t r u e  t h a t  I  have  z e a lo u s l y 
gu a rd e d  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  La b o r a t o r y  t o  p u b l i s h  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  i t s  
In v e s t i g a t i v e  w o rk . On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , I  h a v e  r e c o gn iz e d  t h a t 
o u r a c c e s s  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s , and o u r g a t h e r in g  o f  i n fo r m a t io n  
ab o u t s u ch  p la n t s  and t h e i r  e m p lo y e e s , i s  i n  a t o t al l y  d i f f e r e n t  
c a t e g o r y  th a n  i s  o u r  in t r a m u r a l  e x p e r im e n ta l  w o rk . One e n te r s  . 
an  In d u s t r i a l  p l a n t  s o l e l y  w i th  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  m anage m e nt,
¿n d  im m e d ia te ly  assum e s  a d o c t o r -p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s hi p , u n le s s 
some d e f i n i t i v e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  h a s  b e e n  a r r i v e d  a t  to  th e  c o n t r a r y , 
o r u n le s s ' on© has  p o l i c e ; p o w e rs , w h ich  unde r, law e n t i t l e  h im  to  
© nte ;r, o b s e r v e , .-and r e p o r t . The p re m is e s  b e lo n g  t o  th e  i n d u s t r y , 
th e  e m p lo ye e s  a re  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  management i n  m a t te r s 
o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h , and on© i s  d e a l i n g  t h e r e fo r e, w i t h  r e s p o n s i 
b i l i t i e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s , w i th  w h ic h , a s  an o u t s id e r , one  Is  n o t 
e n t i t l e d  t o  m e d d le . The re  I s  no s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t io n s  on s u ch 
m e d ic a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ; th e y  are  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and the y  re m a in  co n ­
f i d e n t i a l .  One g a i n s  a c c e s s  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  p re m is e s  and i n d u s t r i a l  
pro b le m s  o n ly  w i t h  th e  co n s e n t  o f  t h e  m anage m e nt, and on a  c o n f i d ­
e n t i a l  b a s i s .  T h is  I s  t h e  p o l i c y  we have  a lw a ys  fo ll o w e d  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w i th  p l a n t  s u r v e y s , and we c a m o t  p u b l i s h In fo r m a t io n  
o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  u n le s s  th e r e  h as  be e n  a  s p e c i f i c  a g ree m e n t , o r  u n le s s 
s p e c i f i c  co n s e n t  i s  g i v e n .
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I  agre e  t h a t  t h i s  h as  i t s  d i s a d v a n t a g e s . Ho w e ve r, th i s  i s  th e 
way i t  i s ,  and a l l  we can  do i s  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  c o n s en t  has be e n 
g i v e n  .fo r  th e  r e l e a s e  o f th e  i n fo r m a t i o n .

I t  Is  n o t  e ve n  p o s s i b l e  no r e fe r  t o  t h i s  in fo r m a t i on  i n  any . 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h ich  i t  may f i n d  i t s  w ay d i r e c t l y , o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
In to  o u b l i c a t i o n . The e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u ch  i n fo r m a t io n i n  th e  
hands  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t o r  m ake s him s u b je c t  to  s u b p oe n a , and i n ­
d i c a t e s  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a  r e p o r t , w h ich  a ls o  may he s u b p o e n ae d .
I t  i s  a ve ry  to u ch y  b u s i n e s s , t h e r e fo r e , to  u s e  d a ta  o f  t h i s  s o r t 
in  s u p p o r t  o f  a p u b l i s h e d  o p in i o n , s i n c e  one  n ay  bo re q u i re d  to  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  th e  o p in io n  e x p r e s s e d .

Th is  i ?  one  o f  th e  p ro b le m s ' w h ich , we h ave  to  fa c e in  co n n e c t  io n 
v i 'H i  a i l  i n d u s t r i a l  s u r v e y s ., X r e g r e t  i t ,  b u t  i t  ip  a c o n d i t i o n  
o f - o u r  w o rk , and th e  o n ly  p e o p le  who g a in  a c c e s s  to  th e  p ro m is e s 
and o p e r a t i o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  In d u s t r i e s , are  th o s e  who a rc p re p a re d 
to  a b id e  by th e s e  c o n d i t i o n s , The  moment one i s  c o ns id e re d  to  he 
u n b rao tw r-r th y  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d , t h a t  moment he i s  e xc lu d e d  fro m  
m ak in g o b s e r v a t i o n s . T h is  Is  im p o r ta n t  to  remembe-r, In  c o n n e c t io n 
w i t h  y o u r  own w o rk , and t h e r e fo r e  I  make e m p h a t ic  po in t  o f  I t .  
s in c e  we m us t w o rk i n  i n d u s t r y  i f  we a re  to  knew cur  wap/ a ro u n d , 
and we m u s t , t h e r e fo r e , w ork un d e r t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  th a t  axe  p r e ­
s c r i b e d . I  ca n n o t  im agin e  an y  In d u s t r y  o p e n in g up  it s  do o rs  to 
m e d ic a l  and' h y g i e n i c  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  un d e r an y o t h e r s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s 
s in ce - t h e  r i s k s  In  th e s e  d ays  are , m uch to o  g re a t - to  Ig n o r e .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

RAK:s s Ro b e r t  A . Ke h o e , M.B .
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