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A $100 million chemical plant originally
scheduled for construction near Houston may
come to Orange instead.

The' Houston Post reported today that

ZBFGoodrich is considering alternate sites .in
€x

and Louisiana for the facility. -

One of. the alternates, the Post sa1d is

reported to be the existing Goodrich plant on

z Chemical Row at Orange Wthh has unused

*land. v
In an amcle wntten by Harold Scarlett

"an alliance of Galveston Bay residents may

... be winning a long and bitter fight to block con-

" Post environment writer, the néwspaper said

"struction of the plant in the Bayport mdustrlal' '

complex _: ;

" A Goodrich spokesman was quoted as

saying the company “by no means has given-

".up” on the Bayport site, but i is lookmg at other
. locations in both states.

Robert Downey, public relabons chief at"AIw
© the Cleveland headquarters-of Goodrich, said "
" a final decision on the plant location is ex-

pected by mid-September. | i

Construction of the Bayport ‘plant is now. [
about ‘six months behind sc}_xedule, Downey - *:

said, largely because of intense opposition .-

. from several Bayshore cornmumtles and :

- civic groups. 74 -

© “We are ‘still ‘proceeding along the Bayport o
route,” Downey said. *“But 1t just seemed al:
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matter of good busmess sense to explore other
optmns i

" He declined to plnpomt the alternate sites, ..

but the Pyst said one is the Orange location.
The Bayport plant, a joint venture of
Goodnch and the Bechtel Corp., would

produce "hlenne, caustlc soda and ethylene
: dlchlonde ’

After'a record five-week permit hearing,
the Texas Air Control Board last May ap-
proved construcuon of the Bayport plant by a
7-2vote.

But one of the .opposing groups, the
Galveston 'Bay Conservation and Preser-

- vation Association, is appealing the board ac-

tion in a state court suit filed in Austin.

The group’s attorney, Clark G. Thompsor,
said of Goodrich’s site restudy:

“We’d :be happy to assist them in moving

any place they want to—just so it’s outside of
- - Bayport. That's just a homble location for

that plant.” -,

The Bayport plant, with 200 workexs would
be within a mile of some resndentxal nexgh—
borhoods.

Air board and Goodnch experts say the
plant would be absolutely no pollution threat
to nearby residents. But residents fear a plant

malfunction would  result-jn_a. dxsastroug;

Rt

" release of loxic chlorine gas. « - - T
No court hearing has yet /been set’ m the ‘
.Goodnch case.
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