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S u b j e c t :  A sb es to s  Exposures
The a t tach ed  newspaper a r t i c l e  i a  v e r y  d i s t u r b  because i t  .

tends t o  r e f u t e  the theory that  i t  taV.ee a pro loneed  r e l a t i v e l y  Intense  

exposure to  a s b e s t o s  t o  cause cancer and /or  a s b e s t o s l s .  ^

The study i n d i c a t e s  a twenty p e r ce n t  death  r a te  by cancer  

a group or a s b e s t o s  workers over an e lev en  year p e r io d ,  most o f  when ; 

were exposed a t  work f o r  a per iod o f  12_to 15 months. The twenty ' ^  

percent  death  ra te  i s  f i v e  t imes the e j e c t e d  U. S. death r a te  fo r  -.sneer.

I f  t h i s  r e c e n t  s tu d y  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  th en  th e  company i s  ( 

f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  problem s or  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n :  ^

1 .  O^r j o i n t  t r e a t m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  h a v e  had a h - t -- “u-*‘

r a t e .  We do n o t  know t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  c a n c e r  or  «¿sues-o — s  ̂ »

who h a v e ' w o r k e d  i n  J o i n t  t r e a t m e n t  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  l e f t  o u r  e . p - c , .

, _ 0 - T - w m  b ^ n ~  - l i e d  s g a l n s t  u s  a s  p e o p l eHowever  we c a n  a n t i c i p a  i,e m^. - v L —  -0

become more aware o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  reu .dt^onsh^.? .

2 . Soma o f / ^ o Ì c I T ^ l n t  t r . a r m . n t  o p e r a t i o n s  may n o t  meet

c u r r e n t  h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d s .  These e x p o su re s  sh o u ld  be r e - e v a l u a t e d  - s  soon

as  p o s s i b l e  and a d e q u a te  s t r t p s  t a k e n .
3 . A s b e s to s  should  be e l i m i n a t e d  f ro m  p r o d u c t  l i n e s  v h e r / e v e r

f e a s i b l e .  S t r o n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u ld  be g i v e n  t o  c o n c e n t . _ wing  ̂ ^
_ Ww  -, a oDtosed to  dry  j o i n t  compounds. Sprayon "A”p r o d u c t i o n  on Ready-Mix as  oppoaeu ^

should  be e l i m i n a t e d  s in c e  Sprayon ' f  1 b an  a c c e p t a b l e  s u b s t i t u t e .

i,. o t h e r  a s b e s t o s  usXasea th2 Company and i t s  s u b s id i a r i e s  

■•ould b e  f u l l y  explored and e v a lu a t e d .  T h le  would Include the  operations  

o f  E. J .  E a r t e l l s ,  an A. ? .  Qreen s u b s id i a r y  which i n s t a l l s  a s b e s t o s  

i n s u l a t io n  p r o d u c ts .
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5. P r o d u c t  Management h a s  e x p r e s s e d  v i l l l n g n e s s  t o  have t h e  

l a b e l s  f o r  J o i n t  t r e a t m e n t '  compounds r e f e r  t o  t h e  a s b e s t o s  exposure  .. 

»hen c o m p e t i t o r s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  taKe s i m i l a r  a c t i o n .  I  do n o t  f e e l  i t  

vould  d be a b r e a c h  o f  t h e  l a v  t o  encourage  t h i s  type  o f  a c t i v i t y  by 

c o m p e t i t o r s  and I  recommend our  p o s i t i o n  h e re  be r e - e v a l u a t e d .  ;

The p r o b a b i l i t ie s  a re  t h a t  t h e  a s b e s t o s  i n d u s t r y  «111 tak e  ■ 

t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  a r t i c l e  a r e  no
_ , r  4-hia  is '  so ,  I  f e e l  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  recommendr e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  Even i f  t h i s  i s  so ,  x ± .

should be r i v e n  h ig h  l e v e l  c o n s id e r a t io n  a t  t h i s  t im e .  '

DISTRIBUTION : Dr . J . W. Zabor, c

W. R. K ogan, A. R-

J . T\ XJ . C o r n e l l ,  R. •

D. F . Rohrman

E. Dykes, A. J .  Wat” , T. _S. 

Rump, W. V. Kolloway, C. C.

. E n t a , C. H. Howard, L. A. 

p .  Kipp, Manager, I n su ra n c e )

Sn e 1 1 , 

T h ie l ,  

T obey,

Q
f



.__J. c < ? ^ ^ 5 ..jí=^-» kSc^3 e mí3 &«*'»=
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