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Et hyl Ga so l i n e  Co r po r a t i o n

Manufacturing Department

MAIL ADDRESS:  BOX 688. WILMINGTON.  DEL.  

FREIGHT ADDRESS:  CARNEYS POINT. N.J.  

TELEPHONE:  PENNS GROVE,N.J. 280.  EXTEN SION 213.

May 10, 1932

D r. Eobert A. K ehoe 
U n i v ersi ty  o f  C i nci nnati  
Eden Avenue 
G inc i nnat i , Ohi o

D ear D r. Kehoe:

A ttached hereto i s copy of  
my l e t t e r  to Mr. M i ttnacht under date o f  May 6 
commenting i n  connection t o  the l e t t e r  o f  May 3 
addressed to  you by the C al i f o rn i a Chemical  Corpora­
t i o n , Mr. Paul  A . Gross, repo r t i ng  the d etai l s on 
the acci dent th at  they  had duri ng the w ashing of  
some loaned ethy l ene dibromide drums.

I  bel i ev e t h i s w i l l  f rank l y  
ex pl ai n the f u l l  si tu at i o n  to you i nso f ar  as the 
p l an t  i s concerned.

I  aw ai t your f u r th er  comments. 

Y ours v ery  t r u l y ,

. JH S:J

P.S. I  acknowledge w i th thanks r ecei p t  of  your 
l e t t e r  o f  May 7 on th i s su b j ec t .

J ichaefer
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Et h y l  Ga so l i n e  Co r po r a t io n

Manufacturing Depar t ment- 
deepwat er pl ant

I n t .r K'O f f i o k

C O JO R I SSJPO i rD JK y C E PJEN3ÌS G RO Y K , n . j . 

May 6 , 1S3S

Memorandum: Mr. A. S. M i ttnacht

Thanks v ery  much f o r  your copy of  l e t t e r  to Sam Wagner 
on the subj ect of  the troub l e repor ted  on the empty ethy lene 
dibromide drums v?e shipped to  the C al i f o rn i a Chemical Corporati on

For your i nf orm ati on, I  am at tach i ng  hereto copy of  l e t t e r  
recei v ed today  addressed to  Dr. kehoe and w r i t ten  by Mr. cross 
of  the C al i f o rn i a Chemical Corporati on, I n a l l  my experi ence here 
at  th e p l an t , I  do not bel i ev e I  have ev er recei v ed a l e t t e r  which 
has upset me as much as th i s one. T here\ i s abso l u tel y  no doubt 
th at  the r esp o n si b i l i t y  f o r  th i s mishap\was d i r ec t l y  on th i s D epart­
ment. There i s nan no questi on i n  my-mindxbut th at  the drum con­
tai n ed  resi d u al  ETHYL F l u i d .

\ y >
I  had a meeting t h i s morning w i th a l l  of  our men connected 

w i th  the blender and adv i sed them-.,of \ the ser i ousness of  the whole 
ease. The mere f ac t  t h a t  th e‘manNL s,/apparently out of  danger has 
but l i t t l e  beari ng on the si tu at i o n  as th at  was a m atter en t i r el y  
beyond our con t ro l , i  to l d  the merN that th i s was a pure and 
simple case of  l ack  or superv i si on on t h e i r  par t  and t h e i r  work 
and th at  I  f e l t  th at  som ey substanti al  reprimand was due each of  
them who had i n  h i s work sm eNr esp o n si b i l l t y :' f o r  t h i s occurr i ng.
I  have not y et decided t  fie... nature- of  t h i s ,  but at  the p resen t time 
f ee l  th at  they  deserv e sectething xaore than a mere v erbal  reprim and.

I t  i s ,  of  aurse- ,/ per f ect l y  possi b l e th at  the drum had been 
washed bef ore being-placed, at  the sto rag e p i l e of  empty P.I .C . 
drums;  the men f ee l  'thjrt;  t h i s  was the case, but of  course, tnere 
i s  no p o si t i v e proof  ̂ o ; £j i t . Now, i f  a drum'had been washed, as 
you know, i t  would s t i l l  con tai n  cer tai n  vapors f rom th e ETHYL 
F lui ds The method of  washing drums contai ni ng poisons, ei th er  
ETHYL F l u i d or  ethy l ene dibrom ide, as used by the C al i f o rn i a 
Chemical  Corporati on i s cer tai n l y  not beyond reproach, but th at  
i s n ei th er  here nor  there as f ar  as our own p ar t i c u l ar  p ar t i c i p a­
t i o n  i n  t h i s acci dent i s concerned.

JHS: J
J.  H. Schaefer
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