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July 18, 1963

hex H. Wilsan, M.D.
Hacgical Idrector

. The 3.F., Goodrich Company

:hron, Chio Bes lead Problem at Plant
in Mdardon, Chio

Dear Pox {sud Hac):

Faving had words with both of you on thls subjeet, I write o

bath of »ou {with the addltional fdea that your sepsiste files ouy
e involved), ia order to call upoh and jerhaps to contribute to
your Jdoint information,

First let m¢ say that the charted infowvmation Zuraldshed by Mdac

woes net answer the Questlon whilch I aad da udnd; laryely because
of the relative infreguency of the analytical zurveys ol the aen,
together with the sisall nusbers of uoraons dnvolved, These soall
nuaberys and the wo od3nls per year give ansulficient clue to what
z2ay have occurred., I Jdo not cay thids compludningly o» critically,
But meraely state LT as a dect. I canuot bo very sure, therviore,
#3 t0 thd preclse nature of the zitaation With which we are deailng,
vut I canaot aveld Jdrawing ceriadn conclusiclis. JOWCYEr pcuilsr the
vvidonce nay ba in supsort of them, they Gpeear fron Lhe cuta 10 be
Suctified,

l. ™he strippers differ fyon the ron~strippers, wilh
respct £ the gnalytical cvidence of theidsr absolntlion oi Loced, wilceh
in in keepdng with expectaticns bascd oa ovddnary obsérvation of thelr
achéedule, iz faet tenvs o cokastantiate Lad vailddty «Ff othoer
conclusiens bascd on the anelytical eviasnce,

Z. Qonsidcering the shalytical Touults o thoe blowd «i tielr face
value, tha sixdpers ag o groun {at least 9 of e 1i); «i une tinc or
ancther, bHut partieulsrly in thy porlod prior to Mareh of 1863, were
subjectad o come 1acrease in thedr exXpomire to ioad, oo cougared to
that of any previous pexiod of record., In dctober o Hovisver {or Loth)
of 1382, only three merbers of thls group (Bruce Beers, Tom Rose, ond
lauren McNedl) had been found to have some clevation of the Idad in
theflr hiood, Uthers Joined thes later in the winter., IT u;.oars,
therefore, that something occurred during the autums and winter months
(i982~1983) to bring this about, ajuareutly only e o) Lhe men 13
this group developed symptons of illness which wend Sompuiidie with

the diagnosis of nild lead fatoxication; bLut the act that soveral of

the ren reached levels of lesd gopcentradtdion i thedr bliogu pRegoeakin
increases 1M thedr absorption oiTSantritian 48 ERetabloly BeRegaling

couTce than that of the occupation, I belicve, therefore, that it is
necessary to accep;t the cignificance of the cccupational hazard as a
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fact and to set about explaining it. The operations of the plant
should be exasined thoroughly and critfically, in the conviction

that they have bheen productive of a significant degree of exposure
to lead, Xt may be that specific workmen, through their ;ersonal
habits, have infiuencesd this situation disadvantagecusly, but there
w3Gy I Jjutige, <uvironmental conditions that are potentially dangerous,
The Jact that the hazard, at worst, is reilatively slight, aand that
Lad procequres are gredosinantly sale, only mniseés Lt more difficult
to uefine and locate the source or sources of hazard, This, I nay
say, is e charactertutic consequence of doing well in the control of
wecupaticiial exposure to lead, The ncarer one gets to complete
succeoss in this watter, the more urgent it is to schieve it, X

it turns out that the aifficulspy lies ia toe variability of the
periursance of dnaividusi workmen, tone problem ia stiil one of
wavabonmuntsl contral, so ag to remier the regimen cssentially
Iaultliess,

Tods da wy opdndong drom the svidence, i the full awsreness that
e satier ds dncompivte,

HABCEYBLy youTs,

dobert A. Rehos, |
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ey e, W, B. dcCormiok
Laniael e daxpnys d.l.
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