
ETHYL CORPORATION
Ho ust o n Pl a n t  

March 2 9 , 1973
PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY 

TO: »BOX 472 

PASADENA,  TEXAS 7750!

Rober t  A, Kehoe, M.D.
Ke t t e r in g  Labor  a tor y 
Eden and Bethesd a Avenues 
Cin c in n a t i , Oh io 45219

Dear  Dr . Kehoe:

My e xp e r ie n ce s  w ith  t h e  seamen from t h e  M.V. EID who absor bed  
la r g e  amounts o f o r ga n ic  le a l  in  Ju ly  1972 have been most fr u s t r a t in g  
and e n t i r e ly  u n s a t is fa c t o r y . The s h ip  i s  le a s e d  by Et h y l from Mar ine 
Tr an sp or t  Lin e s  and i s  under  B r i t is h  R e g is t r y . E t h yl ’ s In t e r n a t io n a l 
D iv is io n  has n ever  give n  me a i e n t i r e ly  can d id  s t o ry  o f how th e  men were 
exp osed . I  b e lie v e  th e  s ig n i f i c a n t  exp osu r es were as  fo l lo w s .

Sometime in  Ju n e  1972, t h e r e  was a s p i l l  o f  f lu id  on th e  deck 
o f th e  s h ip  w h ile  i t  was d is ch a r g in g  f lu id  a t  t h e  Canar y Is la n d s  and 
an oth e r  a t  Dor d r ech t  in  Ho lla n d . On Ju ly  1 2 , 1972, Dr . F a l t s is  
in  Gr eece se n t  t e le t y p e s  t o  Dr . Roush and t o  me w hich r e a d , "Fo llo w in g 
le a d  u r in e  r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d  on sam ples o f  EID crew members when in  
Th e s s a lo n ik i a ft e r  Ju n e  2 3 , 1972 . Alls o p  0 .1 9 5 , Mesqu ita  0 .2 , De 
Olive r a  0 .1 5 5 , Jo s e  Lo jo  0 .1 9 . Den ied  an y in c id e n t  in v o lv in g  con tam in ­
a t io n . P o s s ib i l i t i e s  a r e  e it h e r '  con tam inated  u r in e sam p les or  in vo lve d  
d i r e c t ly  o r  in d ir e c t ly  in  2nd Mate Ca th r o  in c id e n t ."  Dr . Roush d e­
term ined  t h a t  th e  "Ca th r o  in c id e n t "  was t h e  s p i l l  at  t h e  Can ar y Is la n d s .

The sh ip  was at  t h a t  t im e  in  Do r d r e ch t , Ho llan d  and sch ed u led  
t o  d e p a r t  fo r  Houston t h a t  d a y . Dr . Roush d ir e c t e d  E t h y l ' s  In t e r n a t io n a l 
D iv is io n  t o  ho ld  t h e  s h ip  and sam ple everybody aboar d . Th is  was done by 
some n on -m ed ica l per son  and th e  s h ip  d ep a r ted  Dor d rech t  fo r  Houston 
Ju ly  1 4 , I  am su r e  Dr . Roush ’s  in t e n t io n s  were t h a t i t  be h e ld  a t  
Dor d r ech t  u n t i l  t h e  problem  cou ld  be r e s o lv e d .

The voyage t o  Houston took from Ju ly  14 t o  Au gu st  5. The 
Ca p ta in  had been t o ld  t h e r e  was a h igh  le a d  co n t e n t in  t h e  a i r  in  t h e  
vo id  sp ace between t h e  car go ta n ks  and t h e  w a ll o f  t h e  s h ip , and t h a t  
he sh ou ld  keep th e  h a tch e s  c lo s e d . But he d e cid e d  a b e t t e r  s t r a t e g y  
was to  v e n t i la t e  th e se  vo id  s p a ce s , so fo r  21 dsys  he had a  la r g e  can vas  
"fu n n e l"  r igge d  up t o  fo r ce  a ir  in t o  t h e s e  sp a ce s  and t h i s , I  b e lie v e
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br ou gh t  o r ga n ic le a d  fumes co n t in u o u s ly  on to  t h e  d ec k , and fo r  much o f  
th e  t im e  in t o  th e  q u a r te r s  o f th o se  crewmen on t h e  s ta r b oa r d  s id e  o f  
th e  s h ip . I have n ever  been o f f i c i a l l y  t o ld  why th e vo id  sp a ce s  were 
con tam in a ted  bu t  th e  fa c t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  were some cr a ck s  in  t h e  ca r go  
tan ks w hich were le a k in g  some f lu id  in t o  t h e s e  vo id s p a ce s . Th e se , o f  
c o u r s e , were su b se q u e n t ly  r e p a ir e d .

Sometime I  w i l l  see  you p e r s o n a lly  and w i l l  g ive  you a d e ­
t a i le d  ve r b a l r e p o r t  o f t h e  many d i f f i c u l t  and r e a lly  im p o s s ib le  
s i t u a t io n s  in vo lve d  in  t h e  whole a f fa i r . De s p it e  t he  fa c t  t h a t  many 
o f t h e s e  men had ve r y  h igh  sp o t  le a d  in  u r in e  va lu es  t h a t  p e r s is t e d  a 
lo n g t im e , t h e y n eve r  had ve r y co n v in cin g  symptoms. I  sp eak enough 
Sp a n ish  t o  e l i c i t e  symptoms and none o f  t h e s e  men ad m it te d  t o  much 
in som n ia , d ream ing o r  headache u n t i l  t h e y  were coached  by a t t o r n e y s  and 
o t h e r s . By th e  way, Dr s . Bu ck lin  and Rhem a r e  p r a c tic in g  a t t o r n e ys  a s  
w e ll a s  m ed ica l d o c t o r s . ,

I  d o n ' t  know what r e co r d s  you were s e n t , b u t  t h e  seamen were 
examined by a group o f  in t e r n is t s  who head B a y lo r ' s In t e r n a l Me d icin e  
Depar tm ent and found to  be e s s e n t ia l ly  symptom fr e e  and w ith  no evid en ce  
o f i l l n e s s . A competent n e u r o lo g is t , Dr . Good , a ls o found no co n v in cin g 
C.N .S. symptoms o r  f in d in g s .

I  hope t h is  answ ers your  p r in c ip a l q u e s t io n . Maybe I  w i l l  
see you in  Denver  n e xt  month!

Sin ce r e ly  yo u r s ,

J .  G. Bu r d ick , M.D. 
P la n t  Me d ica l D ir e c t o r
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