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In the Netherlands al) the waterworks mentioned are deca) with ground
water supply. No influence of ashestos containing serpentine can be exvected
in the Netherlands.

Fibre counting was complicated by the presence of a great nunber of other
inorganic particles up to.S0.000-JO0.000 for each asbestos fibre. The mean
djametey and length of the astestos particles detected by REM and TEM ranged
from 0,2-0.3 im and 510 ym. '

Fibre counts 5n drinking water from AC mains detected by light micros-
copy at an enlargencnt of 50x renged from not detectable to smaller than 10
fibres pexr Jitre. Fibre counts in tep water were always smaller than 1 fibre
per litre and in genera) not detectablc. At a magnification of 500 x fibre
counts in water from the two mains amounted to 24 x 103 and 33 x 103 fibres per
Jitre. Tep water supplied by the ahove mentioned rains contained € x ]03 to’
)3 x 103 fibres per litres Fibre counts by REN and TEM of the seme ssnples
restlted in respectively 60 x )03 and BS x ]03. ang 60 x ]03, and 249 x 303

{ibres per litre.

Assuming thet the ahove mentioned sanples are representasive for the
Netherlsnds, asbestos fibre concentrations in mains and tap water arc about

100 x )03 fibres per litre.

No investigations have heen carricd out as regards the source of the
ashestos fibres but it §s very likely that ashestos cement mains are the

main contributrors,

Conclusions

very little guantitative jnformstion on the occurrenze of aahps:;§\§p

the ambient environment is at present avajlable. The presented data o
collected from V.S. publjcations - 83y and water; Canadian publjcations -
water and beverages; U.X. publications - ajr; Dutch puhlicaetions - water.

It is known tha\.jn several) countries bclonglxs to the European commu-
nitiy, surveys of the occurrence of ashestos in anbient afr are under way.
Fron personal contacts jt is known that the results of the dctcrminat;ons are

in agreémcnl with the preliminary results obtained in the Netherlands and the
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