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DUST i INDUSTRY

Shop Methods and Equipment Effective in Controlling Dust Hazards

By FREDERICK

themselves in a difficult, if not alarming, position,
Not fully warned or informed, uatil lately, of the
special dangers of cereain dusts, employers have naturally
exercised merely general carc in dust prevention.
Under such “'general care” some of their workmen—
thosc cxposed to silica, and siliceous, duses—have been
faund ra he suffering (if indopd 1 :

’US’I‘ at chis time employers in dusty teades find

WILLSON, M.D:!

the armosphere should constancly be alecr and wacchful,

discounting to the fullest extent every possibility of -

danger. Employers should not conclude that they have
entirely eliminazed daeger of silicosis, or of any type of
pucnwmonoconiosis, simply becanse the air is seemingly
free from dust. It should be borne in mind thar the
particles which do the most harm are invisible and that

L

When management and workmen pool their in-
terests in behalf of safety, then certainly safety will
finally be won. ! Research lies with the scieatist,
but the intelligent application of the knowledge
thus obtained, ds it applies to occupational dis-
eases,'is a moral tesponsibility of industry-. :

TR e Gve na v

sdibage suss just referred 0. However, froth now on,  to che danger of tubercular infection from one another,

with the spread of common, or at least available,
knowledge of the peculiar danger of certain dusts, only
“special care'” will safeguard the interests of cmployer
and workman alike.

FRIECAUTIONS NHCUSSARY WIERE DANGBROUS OR
POISONOUS DUSTS ARE PRESENT

Let ue now consider what present steps will cousticuie
"“special care’’ where dangerous or poisonous dusts are
present: in other words, whae shop precaurions are
now known to be absolutcly nccessary, based on the
knowledge of silicosis just made available to us.

Employcrs in industrics where ftee sifica is present in

! President, Willson Products, Inc., Reading, Pa.

Presented ac the National Process Meetin, acranged by the Process

Industries Commitree of the A.S.M.E., and held undet che auspices of*

the Buffalo Section of ehe Socicty, Duffalo, N, Y., June 6 to 8, 1932,

that every facility in the way of dressing rooms, lunch
roots, aad wash rooms is peovided, and thar every piece
of protective equipment is kept in perfect working order.

Good housckeepitig is, afrer all, one of the major
considerations in the protection of workmen where
there s dust of a hazardous nature. Dusc-exhausting
systems arc of 1o us¢ unless they sre so applied to the
work as to really cairy off & large part of the dust and

deposit it in recepracles where it cannot again wock
harm. Prefcrably the suction should draw the dust °

downward, away from the face of the operator.. Many
dust-collecting systems suffer from lack of maintenance,
or from not being cotrectly applied to the operation.
In onc plant visited!last year the author moticed that
the flue pipe between the inlet and che exhaust fan had
opened at a joint so'that air drawn in 2t the working
eatrance—if any was drawn in—tended to be thrown
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