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DUST in  INDUSTRY
Shop Methods and Equipment Effective in Controlling Dust Hazards 

B y FREDERICK WILLSON, M.D.'

" r u s i  at this time employers in dusty trades Jitul the atmosphere should constantly  be alert and watchful, 
1 themselves in a difficult, if not alarm ing, position, discounting to the fullest extent every possibility of 

N ot fully warned or informed, until lately, of the danger. Employers should no t conclude that chev have 
special dangers ofcctcuin dusts, employers have naturally entirely eliminated danger of silicosis, or of anv type of 
exercised merely general care in dust prevention. pncuiuonoconiosis, sim ply because the air is seemingly 

Under such "general care" some of their workmen— free from dust. I t should be borne in mind that the 
those exposed to silica, and siliceous, dusts—have been particles w hich do the most harm  are invisible and th a t

When management and workmen pool their In­
terests in behalf o f safety, then certainly safety w ill  
finally be w on . ! Research lies w ith  th e  scientist, 
but the intelligent application o f the know ledge  
thus obtained, as it  applies to  occupational dis­
eases, is a moral responsibility o f  industry. :

« M g c  iu n i  just referred to. However, froth now on, to the danger of tubercular infection from one another, 
w ith  the spread of common, or a t least available, that every facility in the w ay of dressing rooms, lunch 
knowledge of the peculiar danger of certain dusts, only rooms, and wash rooms is provided, and that every piece 

special care w ill safeguard the interests of employer of protective equipment is kept in perfect working order 
and workman alike. Good housekeeping is, after all, one of the m ajor

^CAUTIONS NiiccssARY w iu k b  » anourous or ^ ¡ “ .*1“ * “  ^  5Ea te c t‘on  ° f  "-orkmcn where 
IOKONOU. OUSTS ARB RRBSRMT ^  “  d " “  ° f  * h.!' M « )0US DuSC-CxhauSting

systems arc of no use unless they  are so applied to the
T t't l i e  n n t x r  i^/~tr>e i _i l l  . . . . .  1 ___  . . . . . 1 .  _____________1 1 . .  j____  .  / r  . t / • »  * .

"  —— -- mwL y iw tu i stv-pa w in cuiiikitutc ‘'«i.*- w  wuiy uii k  ¿iixgc part ox cue dust and 
"special care” where dangerous or poisonous dusts arc deposit it in receptacles w here i t  cannot again w ork  
present: in o ther words, w hat shop precautions arc harm. Preferably the  suction should draw the  dust ' 
now  known to be absolutely necessary, based on the downward, away from the face o f the operator., Marny 
knowiedge of silicosis just made available to  us. dust-collecting systems suffer from  lack of maintenance, 

Employers in industries where free silica is present in or from not being correctly applied to the operation. 
“ E T - ,  . w .i „ , , „ „ In one plant v isitcdilast year the  author noticed th a t

Presented a’c the National’ pmKn’MKtine ’arranged by the Process tl)e P*Pe ^>c in let and the exhaust fan had 
Industries Committee of the A.S.M.E., rati held under the auspices of ° P c n e d  at a |o in t so ' th a t a ir drawn in a t  the working 
the Buffalo Section of the Snciciy, Dulialo, N. Y . ,  June 6 to 8,1932. entrance— if any was drawn in—tended to be thrown.
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