April 235, 1371
FERSONAL e

J. F. Cole, Sc.D., Manager

Environmental Health

International lead Zinc Research Organization, Inc.
292 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10017

Deaxr Jerry:
Firsi, let me thank you for the checi covering wmy expense to Albany., 1 prize

this the more, for the simpile reascn that it represeats the coatinuation of ny
associuaticn with you and¢ your people. You may net appreciate the faci, bul tnoi:
i

i life, when one draws away for a time, whetier to write or to study, or merc
mOVe about to a lesser degree, I've been up to my neck, ana as busily engagze. e
anig therc and all over for so many years that I'w afraid I notice the differenc.,
somctimes acutely.

Howsver, it is not the purpose oL wy letter to talk aboutl myseli., I am, rathbc.,
stimulated Lo write because of o letier which I recelved recently fromx 2 man hais
Dougias, of whom I know very little, wic raiset some yuestions of me aboul sionu.r
for iesd and other metals whicih cun be leached out of glazes on eavrthenwarse an
ceramic proaucts for household use. I remember that you were speaking some tins
ago of your intercsts and thoge of ILZRD in relation £o tne Ceranmic gyoup ane the
action in yelation to the permissible level of lead in extracts Irow glazen
tableware, I did mot follow this up at the time with you, but I am intripgucc b
the prospect of further investipaticons not oniy oo lead Lut alss oi other maoiii:
in glazes., Dave Yeageyr, to whow I turned over o couple ol teapocis receutly,
manifested a considerable interest iun this matter, especiually when I gave hiarn tiac
letter frow Deuglas and my reply.

I cannoti but wonder what is goiny on in fhis maiter, and what the vrospecsi m;
{for further investigation, 1 &m also considerably bothered by the wiliingness o
the ceramic group to adopt 7 ppm as a satisfactory requirement, This, in my view
is asking for trouble, &nd I think it will certainly come. I would nol trust il
standarc for & moment, in the practical sense¢ of achieving & reasonable degrec .
safety, und certainly on both practical and theoretical grounds, they are laying
themselves open to severe criticism, They should know better than this, and sine
apparently they do not, they neeua to be guilded better, if only for their ow:l sa.-:

Y
s

I am not writing to Mr. Mervin about ithis, since I do not wish to create an awiward
situation. However, I would appreciate it if you would do two things: (1) et m
know the nature of- the present situation, and whether I con, at this late date, <&
anything usefui; and (2) teil me whether there is any prospect of support from
then or from ILZRO, for some further investigation of this matter.’ /I assumed from
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what you said (and failed to say) that some such investigation was being supported
by yourselves, and I have not the slightest intention oi intruding into this in
any way. As you will know well, I make no attempt to direct any of the affairs of
this laboratory. I only continue to iook into the matters on which X have been
working, end I do intend, so far as I can, to see that the nucleus of the people
who have worked with me, have the means of continuing to do so, so as to keep this
a place to which industry and industrial leaders can come foxr heip and advice;/

Sincerely yours,

Robert A. Kehoe, M.D.
Professor Emeritus of

Ceccupational Medicine
RAK:wio
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