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Vic« President, Science
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Deer Ksrwwx:

IM* will _confirm th« «incusetoo Sr. $chaff»er> Hr. Memiagcv sad

f bcliwitil 3% 14*¢ Friday. Aaguat 31, 1973, concerning methods of

aittwiMtleu of asbesto»”1h cosaatic tale prnarntrn*

tbsre 1« considerable’ controversy mme£ investigator* with retard
to the accurate determination of «abastos at conceatratlo&s of l««i#
w2 percent.  Apparently, convex»tieuai method# ecsloyici®™ X>rav
diffractism or differential thermal analysis are mt sufficiently
relitéla to prodoce quaotitativ# resolte of the desired precieloo,
Ihe Food and Brut Administration, therefore, has been exploring
refractory optical microscopy as a eases of »assuring asbestos 1»
talc. A copy of this teethed mta handed to yo» <m Friday,

toa vare urged to contact the scisstific «aparta in the cosmetic
industry and have them analyse samples of cosmetic talcs by this
ee-fdd. The results of their finding« and their cémesete on this
analytical procedure should greatly assist FM in the assessment of
the asbestos problem.

the aeeond request stoeiited to ye» concemed a statistical measure-
*e«t of the amount of sitéome talc that sight he inhaled by an infan
par day under average conditions of asa of a baby tele product, this
l«formation should be helpful 1» estisnting the potential exposure of
a child to asbestos.

The data provided by indatory will suppieaest the efforts initiated f
1. . °°4 resolve the asbestos qwstfcm ina -
scientifically sound manner«

Sincerely yours,

heist J. Wem&tiu, _Actig Director
Division of Cgecrties T logy
Office of Technology



