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PVC Price’s Up 2 Cents Today;
OSHA Rule Limits PVC Outpu

Much of the polyvinyl chloride in-
dustry is increasing prices today, July
1, by an average 2¢. per. pound. This
increase will lift the price at most
companies to the 22c.-24c. per pound
range, for bulk carload quantities. At
the same time, many producers are
reporting suddenly abundant supplies
of monomer after a Fall, Winter and
Spring of acute shortages, but operat-
ing rates are still below capacity due
to the tightened OSHA standard on

permissable VC gas levels in workpla- .

Among those implementing new prices,
Stauffer is going up by 3¢. per pound today
July D) to a new level of 23¢. per pound for
suspension homopolymer, and 25c¢, per
pound for copolymer, dispersions are now
priced at 33¢. and 35¢. per pound respec-
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tively for homo and copolymers: Firestone

is raising prices by 2c. per pound today,
setting their suspension homopolymer at
Zc¢. and copolymer at 24¢. per pound.

_ Tenneco is also going up today, increas-
ing prices by 2%c. per pound, placing ho-
mopolymer at 21c. and co-polymer at 23c¢,
and dispersions at 3ic. and 32¢c. respective-
ly. Diamond Shamrock is going up by 3c.
‘oday, to 21¢. for homopolymer suspension
ind Z3c. per pound for copolymer; homopeo-
ymer dispersion is being lifted to 32¢. per
wund. Conoco is raising prices hy 1%ec.
oday. putting suspension resins at 2lc. for
omo and 23¢. per pound for copolymer.

Uniroyal is increasing dispersion prices
mly today. The increase is 2¢. per pound
n‘lncing homo at 32¢. and copolymer disper-
ion at Mc. per pound. Suspension resin

rices remain at 20c. and 22c. per pound,

ut are being reviewed “‘daily” according
> a spokesman.

ROBINTECH AT 24¢.

Goodyear increased its PVC prices on
une 15 by 2¢. per pound. At that time ho-
opolymer suspension was lifted to 22¢.

er pound and homopolymer dispersion B

'as lifted to 32¢. per pound

T imtank ds bl et

B

Robintech is implemeating a dc. per
pound increase today placing their homopo-
lymer suspensioa price at 24c. por pound.
Goodrich is also reportad te be planning a
2¢c. per pound increase placing their homo-
polymer suspension at 22¢. per pound, and
dispersions at 22c. for hom mer and
S4c. for copolymer. ‘

Effective July 15, Ethyl will increase its
homo suspension resins, the only grade it
markets, by 2¢. per pound to 22¢. per
pound.

The price rises are attributed, of course,

- to increased monomer costs. VCM is widely

priced at 10c. per pound, and higher, now.

- However, most PVC makers are reporting

substantially eased supplies of monomer,

- and some are even reporting excess

supplies which they are attempting to toll
at less well endowed competitors.

But, despite increased monomer
supplies. few companies are able to operate
at potential. The 50 ppm emergency tempo-
rary standard adopted by OSHA in the
spring is forcing most manufacturers to
slowdown production. Generally, this has
resulted in a cutback of 8-10 percent of po-
tential. but at least two producers report
that they have been forced to reduce opera-
tions by more than 10 percent of possible
levels, one of them has been forced to cut-
back by as much as 25 percent, Yet both
claim that they have adequate supplies of
monomer to operate fully.

The producers claim that production
rates become a secondary consideration,
their first concern being to achieve and
maintain low levels of VCM gas in order to
forestall any government action against
them and to appear cooperative so as to en-
courage OSHA to compromise on its pro-
posed permanent standard of no-detectable
levels.

If given time to adjust to what they con-
sider ‘‘reasonable’ gas levels, producers
report that they may be able to scale pro-
duction back up to levels “approaching’
capacity. (For more information on the VC
controversy and the OSHA hearings in
Washington, see story on page 3).

Producers say prices are expected to

 continue to climb under these pressures

some say to the high twenties by year-end.
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by some scientists, evidence of lts
cancer-causing potential was strengthened
further upon receipt of a telegram shortly
belore the hearings began from Dr. Cesare
Maltoni of Italy reporting further on the ex-
periments he is conducting of the effects of
vinyl chioride contamination on rats.

He advised Assistant Secretary of Labor
John Stender who supervises OSHA that
“‘the up-to-date results indicate that VCM
administered by inhalation produces in rats
tymbal gland carcinomas, nephreblasto-
mas, angiosarcomas of liver and other
sites, skin carcinomas and probably hepn
tomas and neurobiastomas.

“In mice, VCM produces angicsarcomas
and angiomas of the liver and of other sites,
pulmonary tumors, mammary carclnomas
and skin tumors."’

Dr. Danle] P. Boyd, director of the Office

- ol Standards Development for OSHA, who

announced receipt of the telegram to the
packed hearing, said, “*Based upon the Mal-
toni and Industrial Bio-Test Laboratory ex-
periments, and the 19 cases of angiosarco-
ma found in persons exposed to VCM, our
present judgement is that VCI is a carcl
nogenic agent.
OPERATING WITH UNINO'NI

*In protecting employees from carcino-
genic material, we are operating In an area
of many unknowns. For example, we do not
know the mechanism by which a chemical
carcinogen operates or whether a safe level
of exposure can be set. However, the prob-
lem of employee exposure to carcinogens is
with us today, and it is our responsibility to
deal with it as rapidly as possible, based
upon the best available information.”

A number of the chemical manufattur-
ers were in attendance at the hearings, oi-
ther as participants giving reports on their
knowledge of the chemical's hasardess
properties or as observers. The industry’s
principle arguments that the government
act with reason and not destroy an indushey
whose products have a value of $65 bilijiim
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the SP1's Commitiee of Vinyl Chioride Mon-
omer & Polyvinyl Chileride Producers,
warned OSHA that the plastics lntluury
could net live with the proposed permanent

than 1 ppm, plus or minus 50 percent. He of-
fered a new standard for empioyee safety
calling !or as reduction of permissi-

For PYC resin plants — Effective Octo-
ber 5, 1974, a ceiling of 40 ppm of VCM and
a maximum daily time weighted average of
25 ppm. Levels above 40 ppm would require
the use of practical and eflective respirato-
ry protection. One year later the ceiling
would drop to 25 ppm with no time weighted
average and on October 5, 1976, it would
stay at 25 ppm with a maximum time
weighted average of 10 ppm.

For VCM plants ~ Effective October 5,
1974, & ceiling of 25 ppm and & maximum
time weighted average of 10 ppn.. Levels
above 25 ppm would require the ut'lization
of practical and effective respiratory pro-
tection. One year later the ceiling would
drop to 10 ppm and a maximum time
wyighted average of 5 ppm and levels

Continwed on Page 46




