PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT

MET-253

Jady 3, 1944

Dr. Leroy U, Gaxdner, Director
Saranac Laboratories
Saransc, New York

Dear Ir, Gardners

Could you give me your present opinion about the
relationehip, if aay, between asbestosis and tuberculosis? I know
that previocus stulles appesr o indicate that asbestesis would not
predinspors to tubsrculesis. Hes any recent experience changed this
point of viea? Recently I have had occasion 0 look over owr claim
experienca in Thetford Mines and note taat twberculosis 1s the chief
cause of Jeath. .Of course, mortality with respect to tuterculosis for
the povulation a3 & wrile in Thetford is high. Om the other hand, as
far beck as 1931, we have foynd some pretty high dust counts in some of ~
these alnes with instunces where 59.85% of thase dust particlea were
less than 10 micrens, ¥e are imclined to think that the clain expee
rienae wpresenty the type of worker we ere dosling with and 1s not
ralated to working condiiinns, However, we are plamning to study thie
a little aore closelys Before getting into ii, I would appreciate
your atvice in approaching this problem. Regardless of whether this
is 2 prodblem directly related to working comditions, it is obviously
& problem in the control of tubsrcnlosis. Who in the public health
field in Canada would be most interested and helpful in studying and
dolirg something abowt thias?

Ye will probebly ask Fehnel to make some more dust Q
stuodies in some of the places that we have access to and I anm alse ;‘s\f

t¥ying to secure some tuberculosis mortality fizures for comparison TR

for Thetford by age groups from Thetford, Quebec, and the Dominion of

Canada. If you have any data T would eppreciate having them, A

With kindest regards,
Bincerely yours,

Assistant Medical Diresctor




