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Mr. Ravaoond E. Schenck .

tzecney DEes 1 reen

ir Products and Cremicals, Ine. A=, | = 1575
Five Etxecutive M2ll . R, .
‘swedesford zcad LAw po = oo
Wwayne, Pennsvlvania 13087 ey,

in

Dear M-, Schanck

[y

T™is is ia response to yeur ls=ster cf June 30, 1575

to Assistant Secretazy Jonn 2. Stencer pexiziening

for the modification ©f 2% CPR 1810.1917(b)(6),
{fczmerly 23 CF2 1910.53g(b){6) recocified May I8,
1875), Expesure to Vinyl Chloride, Occupational .
Safely and Eealth Standazds,

29 CFR 1910.1017(b)(6) defines a fabric
as being cne which is “made wholly er gpa
polyvinyl chleoride, 2nd which does net r
processing at temperazuras, and for ime
to cause mass melting of the s9lyviay

cesulting in tle release of vianyl chlicrid
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*Relaase of vinyl chlcride® means the relezse ¢f an
amsunt of vianyl chloride which would likely sesuls
smzloyes exTosure a4t or above the action level

regasd te the use of engineering contzels,
ich can Se classified as fabricazed
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LAW30OR IR -

. . ¢ L. X' s
Ceeppsuonal Sotvty 2ad Vegglin Sl fami' P o~
WASHINGTON, 8. e - .. .
.l‘ ..
'u.f..
- a7
aee 11 % P e
I el .
¥4r. R, 8. 2rookman, Manager ' s re e
Reseazcel, Develogment ané Tecanizal Secvices e WY,
Firestone PFlaszics Csmgaay .
Pettstown, Fenasylvania 13464 ¢ Helet

Sear ML . Sio¢kman:

Iin response to your letter of Jul
for mocdification of the Vinyl Ckl
following detecminations have Deg

1. 29 CFR 1910.2C017{5)(5) Definitions

In zegards to the cdefiniton of "massive relezase” in Progra=z
Directive ¥#200-33, w~e acres traz the geliniticn snculéd be
mofified., 'this will be addressed 1n 2 future B.cSram dicec-
tive. In ail procerilicy the stisulazicn of 130 sa:m will

be ramoved, :

tLoitions
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The s-anfarcd Cefines 2 fabricz:ed produset 285 =alng one which
ig "made wholly or maertly from pclyviny‘ *nlorice, and which
éoes noz faguire furthar zrocessing &% tueantratuies, andé £
times, sufficlent ty cause mass me the moiyvinyl
chloride resuliting in the relsase chlorele.,”

alease 2f vinvyl chlerice” zezns r 2ze ¢l in amount
ef viny) chlerige which weuld lis = s in etrnlovee eaxpe-
$Ize &% Or zoove tnhe action levag theut regard o tihe use
0f eugimearing conzzels. Producss whicn ca2n Te 2lasgsifiagd
as Lasricated products.ozo examut Zrem d mreviz.icns ¢f zte
vinvl cnicride standard., Al suns *TS gl suUsnActT T
the recguiremgnts cf the mIandars, 2T=isvar usas =°
manuvismzur2s 3 preofust whiish i3 nc icased oSroorivzy,
=8 must ininizze moniszsring preocedusaz. LI zhe sianiszoring
reveal s that tne 2m2lovaac afre nTI AxESsSaT S vwintvl ocmlarnila

L er azave wdc actisn leovel, the enmplSyIls’ Crperstisns will
be exgapt Itom the sravis:cng $I the st3 acZ,
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Zcwevers, Lf ne menlizitring raveals exBtSSure at ¢r aZcve tne
accisnm level, =he 2mclover must implexent the procedures
specified ix the szandard.

s
veus suvgoestion T2 adé & Tyse C
H i

iag , Suppll z
Resgirator, Pressure lDemand wvpe, with £21} or hal ce~
plece %20 this section: . o .

It an e ver can show that a8 respliracor provides egual

or grearar sretection than these specified in the standard,
he may be ¢grancted an interim order ot & variance from the
standasd. VYour cocrmzany cecaived such an inceris orderz,
dated May 30, 1975,

4, 29 CFR 1310.1017(k) Medical surveillznce

There is no OSEA regulation reguiring an em;loyee Lo submiz
to 2 medical examisztion. IZ the emplovee refises any medical
examination reguired to e provided by the emplover K th
engloyer shall infcrm the emplovee cf the poss‘b‘ healzh
conseguences cf such refusal and obtain & signed s.a.e:ez
f£zon the esnplovee indiczting that the employes understands
the risk invelved by refusal te be exam_red, -
We :ea:ly za3recizte your shearing data, exgerisngce and
kncwledge with us. At the present time thefe are no plans
to formally amend cr mcdify the vinyl chlioride stancard,
We hcpe that zthe above clarification of zhe regulatzion will
sazisfy the zeguest in yous petition. Shsuld vou have fuTiles
guesstions zizz2se do not hesi:%t =0 ceontact
=zely, '
Q L
Al ¢t
[{%5&:%
i Assigvans Szzzetaczy
Regliznal Programs

Copr e T. C. Wallkes 12/22/7
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Cepiss zs: Moo W, 3. Ceomnelly, Jo.
M. O, J. Cassidy, oI,
M=, C. J., Rigizer
M. T. F. ¥or
Mr. Bl W -“c1¢
Y=, =N, Lt. ’
Mo, G, D, Llica :
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ULS DEPARTNENT OF LAROR RO
Vi u]'.vl""l.l} Sty Tleatth A ipneeed - v :‘- L 84 "-.
pge 17 EiS WASHINGTUN, B E serqe PR
r e W W d
N . Torgns®
Mr., R. X. Wheeler, Jr. JANQZ 1975
vinyl Chloride Resins Manager _— R
Union Carbide Corporation R N'WHEtLE& J

270 Parkx Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

ohis is in response to your joint letter with Mr. John
whittlesey dated June 17, 1975, petitioning for medifi-
cations of the Exposure to Vinyl Chloride Standard,

29 CFR 19}0.1017 (formerly 1510.93 recodified May 28,

1375).

There ace no plans presently to amend the Vinyl Chloride
Standard. A revised program directive is contemplated,
although we are not certain as to the date it will be
a2vailable. Please be assured that your comments and
suggestions are greatly appreciated and they will be
considered fully in the revision of the program directive,.
In the meantime, the following administrative decisions
have been made:

1. 29 CFR 1910.1017(a) and (b)(6) Scope and application
(2)}s (3) and (b) Definitions (6)

The standard defines a fabricated product as being one
which is "made wholly or partly from polyviryl chloride,
and which does not recuire further processing at temp~
eratures, and for times, sufficient to cause mass melting
of the pelyvinyl chloride resulting in the release of
vinyl chloride.”

*Release of vinyl chloride™ means the release of an
amount of -vinyl chloride which would likely result in
employee exposure at or above the action level

without regard ro the use of engineering controls.
Products which can be classified as fabricated products
are exempt from the provisions of the vinyl chloride
standard, All other products are subject to the re-
guirements of the standard. If the employer uses or
manufactures a product which is not a fabricated
pcoduct, he must initiate monitoring procedures.

If the monitoring reveals that the employees are not
expesed to vinyl chloride at o above the action level,
the employer's operations will be exempt from the

dd
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2.

—
provisiens of the standarsd. Eowever, if the =onitoring i
reveals exposuse at of above the action level, tha
ezployer musi izplezcnt the procedures ssoecified
in the szandzzd. _ L. .o
2. 29 CFR 1810.1017(b) Definixions (S5).
the petifien regquests that the definition ¢f "emzzzency®
be revised t2 include specific exasplas, such zs 2ire ’
and explosion. We agres that the definition night well
be expanded %0 include exaxmzles. 2gain, this mattcr will
be zddrecsed in & prograz disective and not 2z an i=cnde

tart to the standas

tmlamd
—t - -

The dzf cn ¢f 2
than 100 pac-ts pes
Prograa Directive #
revises Z£irpstive.
‘be ctanged. -
3. 29 €72 1210,

&£

T5e intern: of
withia 25,
cn Sha concentrztiic
2" mathe? wkick hzs

accuracy of
zent regazcless of

253 or

"mzssive relezsz” as being “"areoatas
=illien (pz=)" found in the currene
200-35%, will alse pe zddrucssed in 2

ot
Wa agree tiat the 100 2R showlad

capk {8)(4) is that £¥s enzlevas ~
ant thet his mponitzring rasult is

50% of tha actuzl value depending )

A. Therefore,.2n c=ployer using

mroven vinyl chleride datpciicon
¢ less neal take only one =epasure-
t3e 2ctual vinyl chlerids moneaar

comcencrazisn, In cshzenszztion rances vhers zosusa-
cies eof 13% oz 50y cre cecuised, the exslovas
need take corly cne Rezsure=eni i the nethed acourzsy
is less than the specifizéd aostracy. Widh mpechols
of wnhnewn assuracy or having esrezs greaser than
the specified sccurasy-.soguiremsalts: reszotes sSozzule~

" zenas ase necessasv., In thase cis=s. one AlF uie g
coaX3icians of vzriztlion (LV) agc 2 sorzo-ries Lo Jjudee
vhelhzr or net 2 sz=pling mrscefure iz pdemuzte 4o,
mast the standirsd., The OV In perogmtzcge units is .
defings 2s the standzzé deviZiion cf the mathesd, Limag
100, divided by par=issibla expesare lizmic. The reguises
C7 of th» procodure. is chbiained by dividing the
cecuized acczuracy by 1.95 (2 value for 95% confidencs).
mhos; Zopr accuracies of 25%, 15% and 305, moeihel C¥
values should b2 lesz {:an 22.0%, 17,8%, a2na 25.0%
respoctively. : . -
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3.

™o repeat, ithare are ne plans pr
gtendzsd Subt vour commentis on me
sidered in the program directive
in futuce rulamoking whe:ss monltis

d. 29 cFR 1810.1017(3) Tsaiming

ohe standard ¢oes not specily a

triggar training activiiies. Se
cupationzl) Sal

that czployess thall be zpprised

ba;a:daus stubstances with wiich

>

The cvmdence we Lbave conrplled on

ipdicated that it is sufficientl
training Zs: all personnel who h
of cc=ing in contact with viayl
2lwavs the cpperzunity for zecid
ployvees sheould be gwaie of the p
mhere h2s 2150 t=2n som _nd::a:
t=2iners =ay yielZ bhigh coencent
wvhen cgened zitar trzanczort -nv.

.ba'e"-e, it is not likely 4n

ety and Uealth kct ef 1970 p:ovloes

esently t2 amend the '
nitscling will be gone
cevision and alss
:iag is a sz2quizecpmen=,

. -

-
.

level of exposuse 42

ctizn §{b)}{7) ©f the

ef thes natvre af the
they cons 1n c=ntact.

vinyl chleoride hae
Y hazardouz to ca--ant
ave any pessibilisy
echloride., “hege is
gnts t> posur Bnd eo-
essibly esnsequenczos,
io thzt stcrags cone
igns of vinyl clhloriss
l

the trzining provisions
tions covazecd by the
nt.

will be amended. For L 2

s<xndédczd, training 'is a feguisexa

8. 29 CTR 1510.1017{e), Sicms and labels (4) . .
2L thore 2re situaticons whero the Blendad polyvinyl
erlocisde must 2 labelesd vet conteing lecs Lhan 0.8
Pps resifual vinyl ehlosids meneans, the Izlleowing
werding n=oy be used: . ..
) SLZISIDD YOLYVINYG CILZRIDT ([PVC) ’

) CONTAZINS TRACS AISURDS (

C2 VIITYL CULORIZE.
4 : . -
.

YINYL CILLORIDC IS A CAH::R’-US?EC: SInw. |

.
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We hope that the above clarifications will satisfy
youz petiticn for modificatien and amendment of -*he
vinyl chloride szandard. As ?-ev‘an.s“y stotad,
there aze no plans presently to forsally asend tb
gtandard, There will be an a2ddenduz or modifiza- “
sion of the Progrzm Dizective $200-35. Should
you wish te discuss any aztster further do not
hResitate %z ccnizst == or mesbers of oy stall,
Sincezely, . . ..
Jll'/'$ //7’/ - : )
J / el
A...s:a gL} hs*;s..rn Sscrcizs
‘for Reglopal Presiems
P
' ~
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