r_,__‘

cCse

21, rue de Berri
75008 PARIS o

Poisonous Industyial Waste

Chemical Poses Threat in U.S.
Despite Three Years of Curbs

By Moiton Mintz -

WASHINGTON, Oct. 28 (WP),
«~Poironous industrial chemicals
csiied PCBy are widcly contami.
nating the environment—includ-
ing some drinking waltr—iires
years afler the U.S, government
thought it had them “well in
haud,” & worried Environmental
Frolection Agency has revenaled.

PCBs  (polychiorinated  biphe-
nylsy at certain Jevels can cause
scrfous toxie effcets in humnns.
They threaten the food cham
and, according to a recent un.
published  report cited by  he
FPA. malignant lJiver tumors
developed moriats exposed to one
part per 100 billion of a partice
u'nr PCB.

Introduced nbont 1830, I'CRs
have been used mainly as cool-
ng  fluids in  clectrient  (rans-
formers and olher equipiment, as
fiuids for electromagnets, as heat.
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Lranster flulds, as hydraulic ofl,
and m5 pissticizers tor waxes and
adhesives,  They also are used
ih palmis, printing inks, carbon-
less “carbon” paper, and other
products,

Because PCBx are almost in-
dextruetible, they persist 1 the
environment. when they leak tnto
It from products that contain or
Aare cxposed to them, or enter
ax solid waste from manufactur-
g, a5 water cifiuents, or as air
emissions.

Monsants Stops Sale

Monkanto Corp.. the slc US.
pracieer, yolntarily had stopprd
sclling PCBs oxcept for vse In
clesed clecivien) systems,  EPA
and othrr agencies took various
olher actions,  Industiy be,
trying o develop :afer aubatis
tutes,

But. the problem  worrened,
EFA's official enforcer Stanley
Legro anid. chiefly becouse of es-
porte from France, Japan and
Ilaly. and because some Mon.
#anto customers may have bought
PCBs for unapproved purposes.

High PCB lcvels recently re-
potted tn sy in the Great Lakes
Area, the Hudron River Valley
and clsewhere “underscore the
urgency of the problem.™ Dr.
John Buckiey, 2 EPA conrultant
and former afficisd, told the -
Seante Commeree sibcommitiee
on the environment. PCBs im-
patr the abllity of tish Lo repro-
duce

Contamination “is more wide-
spresd”.and “soms concentrations
Are higher than previously be-

Neved™ Dr, Burkley told 8Sen.
Jolm Tunney, D-Calif, 1he sub-
commitice chairman.

Threuien Renources

These concenirations “greatly
exceed” Food and Drug Admine
istration guidetines, thus “threat-
ening our ccolegical rerources™
and “impacting directly on the
Jobs of local fishermen and on
available  food sipples”  Dr.
Buckley (estified

“Al the same time, continuing
PCB discharges are aading fur-
ther 1o the lotnt environmentnl
burden of the chemieal, which
degrades very slowlv indecd.” he
sadd

Mr. Legro satd the EPA has
seveyal reporis of PCBa in tap
water In the United Stales.

The PCB problem “wil) not be
adeguately resolved” untess Con-
#ress empowers the EPA to regu-
late manuiaciure and Imporia-
tion of tubstances mich as PCDy
by passing the proposed toxic
substanves control act, said Dr

Puckley, who chdorsed the bill
on behali of the ageucy, — e
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