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TO: R. D. Gamblin

FROM: T. G. Grumbles

DATE: January 31, 1990 V|S1-A
interoffice
Communication SUBJ: TSCA PROCEDURES

We are in general compliance with the TSCA Section B8 regulations.
The section referenced in the EPA letter to John discusses Section
8(e) reporting. We have procedures in place to record and review
health and environmental information that may be 8(e) reportable.
These procedures are reviewed periodically with the Safety Directors
and Environmental Coordinators, and posters (attached) are on
bulletin boards in the plants. We periodically communicate our TSCA
8(e) and 8(c) obligations to those we believe should know. This is
a "moving target" with people entering and leaving jobs that may be
impacted by these regulations. The last such communication was done
in December and is attached.

GCeneral TSCA compliance, including 8(e), 1is reviewed during
environmental audits.

The type of testing discussed in the EPA letter is not the type we
do routinely. In fact, except for the alumina whisker work and
maybe some of the CLER sponsored environmental fate and effects
work, we haven’'t done testing that would have the potential to
result in an 8(e) reportable result since 1984, Vista has filed one
8(e). This was regarding the EDC contamination on the fence.

Much of the discussion in the letter is directed at Monsanto's

recent experiences in this area. A recent Chemicalweek article on
this is also attached.

T. G. Grumbles
a1y

Attachments
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Nregniva y e uew, EFA has delisd Tsignaly
cant advweese nvchions 1o human beslth or e cnviron-

jent, as foflows:

Sigmbisant adverse reactions dre reactions
Ihal may inchicate substanhal impaisment
ol normal activihes or lung-lasting or
icreversible damage to health or the
cavironmenl.

Examples ol significant adverse reactions o human
health include:

® |ong lasting or irreversible damage, such
as cancer or birth delects.

s Parhsl or complete impairment ol bodily
functions, such as blood, reproduciive, or
neurclogical disorders.

e An mpairment of normal activihies, which

15 experienced by all or most of the persons
exposed al one time,

® An impairment ol pormal achivities, which

is experienced each ime an indvidual 1s

cxposed.

Examples of significant adverse reactions lo the
environmen! include:
¢ Gradual or sudden changes in the com-
position of animal or plant lile in an area.

® An abnormal number ol dealhs of
organisms {e.q., fish kills).

¢ A reduction of the reproductive success or
" wigot of a species.

® A reduction in agricultural productivity.
whether crops or hvesiock.

o Alleratuns in the behavior or distribution
o a species.

® [.anqg lasting or irreverstbles coatammation

ol components of the physical environmen)
sch s o dweeder o sorl

Thie Toxri- Substarne vs Control Act (TSCA) was
signed anlo law in Oclober 1976. The purpose
of TSCA 2 to ensure 1131 chemical subslances
ancd muxtures are nguloted in a manner that
ensues that they do not presenf an unn-asonable
risk ol tnjury lo heslh or the environment.

This brochure provides a summary of the major
provisions of EPA's TSCA Section 8(¢) linal rule, 40
CFR 717. which was published in its entirely in the
Auqust 22, 1983 Federa! Register, Volume 48, Page
39178, and became efieclive on November 21, 1983.

It was the intent of Congress when it passed the
Toxic Subsiances Conirol Act (TSCA} that the public
be made aware of potential hazards to human health
and the environment, and ol the action o take il
exposure lakes place. This brochure has been

developed 1o help inform you about this new TSCA
8{c) rule.

1f you have guestions beyond those covered here,
please contact the TSCA Assislance Office:

Longg Dislance:  {800) 424 9065
Wastungton, DC: (202} 554 1404

Answers

to Your Questions
About the
TSCA Section 8(c) Rule
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About the 8(c) Rule

FPA las issued o requlation that will, for the dirst
b, nvpnne the chemical industry to keep rcords
talleaged "sinidicant adverse resaclions” to cheimcal
subsdanees and mixtures. This 1s being dome undor
e anthernity ol Section &(c) of the Touie: Substances
Control Act (TSCA).

The Rule sequires the chemical industry to keep
these allegations on record for thirty (30) years in the
«ase ol employee health, and for {ive (§) years in all
olher casns. EPA can inspect such reconds and require
1hot the industry report the intormation canlained in
snch reconds to the Agency.

What Is an Allegation?

A worker on a new chemical process line tells his
supervisor thol he is experiencing spells ol hand
tremors and blurred vision while on the job. He thinks
the: problem 1s caused by he vapors he breathes in
while relilling a mixing tank. His supervisor asks him
1o hil aut and sin a brief form describing lns prob-
letn. The worker does so. This is an 8(¢) allegalion.

Brietly, an allegation is a slatemenl of an individual's
tuhiel that a chemical substance, mixlure, elc., has
rauscd harm o him, anocther person, or lo the environ-
menl. Bul he is nol required o provide proof or
cviclence ol The adwerse reaction.

The- TSCA Section 8(c) rule defines an alleqation
as a “stalement made without formal proot or regand
tor evideney:, thal a chemical substancr or mixture
cavsaxl o sigrufieant odverse reoction to human health
or the environracent”

l

Who Can Make an Allegation?

Any prrson can make an alleqation.

This includes anyone who has experienced or
wilnessed a “signilicant adverse reaction lo human
health or the environment.”

In additon to individual company employees,
consumers, or planl neighbors, allegations can be
submitted by one person or & group on behalf of
another person or group. For example, a person could
make an allegation on behali ol an injured or de-
ceased relative, or a union representative could make
an allegalion on behall of one or more members.

What Allegations Are Recordable?

The TSCA Seciion 8(c) rule is in no way atlempting
to limy or diclate the kinds of complaints or the
content ol sllegations that a worker or any other citizen
may make. Some companies may, as a malter of policy,
keep every allegation they receive. Bul persons who
submit allegations should be aware that under the B(c)
rule, industry is only required 1§ record allegations
thal meel cerlain criteria. With this in mind, here are
some basic suggestions for structuring an allegation.

Sign Any Writien Allegation

o Companies subject to the rule are not
required lo record unsigned written
allegations.

® Companies musl also deal with oral
allegahiuns, bul may do so in one of two
ways - pither by Iranscribing the allega-
fion as orally presented to them, or by
requesling that the alleger submit it in
whihing.

Link Cause with Etlect.

The allegabion must mabe o bk Deetwesn o o
feeular company'’s prodiad, process, or eftlaent and 1F -
human he ulth or onvironmental eflect

Clearly State What Caused the Reaction

1118 very unporlar.. Hiat the cause ol the aseehen
be clearly dentific 1. This 1s wiportant bovas:
companies will be ' iing such allegahivns by the
chemical or other cubstance reported as a cous- ol
the meaclion. dutl, you dan't haw to know (hwe =3¢t
chemical ide ntity of the causalive agent. You can oite
a cause by:

. N:n'mr.q the specilic substance;

® Nairing a mixiure that contains a specilie
subsience (e.g., a product brand nane);

* Naming un arhele thal containg a speaidic
subst ey

* Nanung a company process or opershon
in which substances are involved; or

® ldentifying an cllluent emission, or other
hscharge trom a site of manufacturing,
processing, or distribution al a substance.

Fully Desctibe the Adverse Reaciion

The natume ol th~ adverse reachon should b
explunced. [l the reaction is a heallh ellescd, it wourkd
be helpful to explain how yau discovernad 1t andd how
you leel you were exposed. If the adwerse reaction i
an environmental ellect, identily as best you can the
alfected pilants, animals, or the coatammul - parl ol
the environment as well as the kind ol reaction you
obscorvid.

Signilicant Adverse Reactions

Finally, the indusiry is only aspuned too oot
“sicgntlican] adverse reactions”
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Distribution: B. Larsen, R. Swantkowski, C. Matson, J. A. Hall

Austin

M. F. Cox, B. E. Leach, D. T. Plummer, H. J. Hall, R. B. Quy, R. D.
Jackson, S. H. Hookanson, K. G. Mieure, J. T. Fenton, S. L. Baxter,
J. E. Yates, E. L. Sones, K. B. Youngblood, A. M. Nielsen, R. B.
Martin, D. L. Wharry, O. C. Kerfoot, S. E. MecGuire, R. L. Poe, J,
R. Roheim

Surfactants Marketing

M. J. Fortier, G. A. Marchand, R. T. Means, R. G, Rose, J. L.
Pearce, A, M. Smith, R. R. Cooley, J. J. Layer, J. E. Biggart, T.
Gillette, M. A. Clark, J. T. Telford

Industrials Marketing

G. D. Smith, J. C. Pierson, J. L. Nigro, L. A. Baldwin-Price, P. S.
Douvry, J. P. McGrail

Polymers Marketing

N. J. Forsa, N. S. Vafiadis, M. C. Manion, T. E. Grula, E. T.,
Stouder, P. J. Haugen, M. A, Eramo, R. J. Schettek, M. H.

Washington, J. C. Levardsen, $. G. Blomquist, A. Chepolis, J. T.
Telford

Market Development

P. D. J. Hubbard, B. H. Borsuk, J. L. Hackett, C. A. Cruz

ce: W. L. McClain
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