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Asbestos Mill H _ead 4ﬁacks
Expose of Labor Conditions;
Author Cites Facts in Proof

Equipment Guards Against Dust Malady, ‘Ex.ecutive

Asserts—-Insurance

" Reply by

Report Quoted in
Spival.

.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Jorn L. Spivak, noted liberal writer, in a
series of erticles entitled, "I Interview America,” completed in
. yeslerdey's Record, told of the suffering of workers in Southern
Today Ths Record prints a defense of the mille by
-George S. Fadel, president of the Southern Asbestos Company,

asbestos mills.

and a rebutlal by Spivak,
By GF.ORGE 3. FABEL

Z2.1567 03 The Record:

Dear Sic:

I have in mv handa a copy ot
yaur August 19 edition and re
Z>r o ~n article by Johe I. Spis
vak. To say thaz we are surprised
thit & paper wilh your respuistion
pohiiched sueh  obviously uncons
firind  dramatized tomimyrot
woiu.'d be putting ft mildiy. IZ
¢wh oze of Ar. Spivak’s articles
37 ag Zar from the faciy as Artlcle
We. 1, on the =sbestos m:ll evils,
then wou Jdaoculd not lend your
¢siumns and certainly not place
tha ed:tor’'s nols precediny his ar-
t.c.e waich Moraily approves the
facis to wvour reading publie.

Gawiag to the Zfacts, the only
asrextos mull he can refer to 1n
< aviotre, N. (., is ours. We are
aiuated vtk the Thermoid Comi-
pany in Trenton, N, J,, which also
raa a textiie nutll and undoubtedly
17e wmriicte referred “to has come
to tre altention of theic einployes
ps well~tnrest will be a conhse-
queace,

Taking his article {n sequence
axd trning L0 answer {t without
emoticn (althouyh that tear jerk-
=g style of Spivak’s 1ncreases our
£uv), Ia recent insurance exam-
tratlons and ccurt trials it has
been texuded by conipetent doc-
tery thaz no one has been Xnown
10 contract asbestosly, or whal is
kmowa as tie dust malady, in
texitie m:lis within 13 raocths, as
is alleged by JIr. Spivak.

Bared by X-ray.
- Ia ane or two isolated (nstances

-

By JOHN L. SPIVAR
Editor of The Record:

Sir:—I am verv grateful for your
courtesy in sending me George S.
Fabei's letter and granting me the
privilege of answering it

Mz, Fahel’s assertion that “ln re-
cent inyurance examinations and
court trials 1t has been testlfied
by competent doctors that no one
Lhas been knowa to contract as-
bestosis, or what ls known as the
dust maluady, in textile milly within
13 months, as iy aileged by Mr.
Spivak,” 13 quitle importunt.

1 do nat know where Mr. Fabel
got the 18-immonth period. What I
yaid was, quoting Dr. Rey, the city
health oftleer: “They (usbestos mill
workers) can’t last mors than five
to seven yesrs £ they're white.”

Obvivusly, 1f such testimony was
given at court trials, then persons
sutfering from asbestosis were scel-
fny compensation which had been
denied them, for Iinjuries they
claimed resulted from their work.
It Is to be regretted that Mc. Fabel
did not see Nt to tell for which side
the comnpetent dactors he mentions
gave their testimony. Were they
nat doctors p2id by the asbestos
mglt to defend the claims against
it?

Insurancs Paper,

S. G. Hopkins and L. E. Ludwig,
of the Penn Mutual Life Insurance
Company, preépared a paper on “As-
begtos MIlls” coveriag conditions in
the United States. The paper was
read at the Fifth Informal Inter-
company Occupational Rating Con-

..t was foum
- ey conTracted Lby employes afler

that asoestosis had|ference at the home office of the
{John Hancock Mutual Life Insur-
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This eourt testimony (1f Splval
ware L 1eporter yon ciatre ho
nanld hovs folud (hia avaliabie
Or ot TR Y aten geyvented that
acandag e reOMoved] from thie  nse
mill  exposis after con-
trocting It were nar furthee af-
feeted. tn othet worda the dlsease
s not progressive,

Wa have employes {n our mill
who atarted with uas over 13 yeara
agn nnd hava worked under the
conrditiony that  Spivalkk  attaciks.
‘Thay hava nn~ved the most careful
exniinatiang to which {t was ;os-
ribla to subject them. Precrding
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. ‘e health belotajqguoted from three

e . LY
pApers dealing
with Juitionmy Absestasit which
appeared in tha Hreitlah Medienl
Jowrnnl of Decomber 3, 19027, pre-
paced by (e, Cook, 3¢, McUounld
"".f.".l""" 'l'lul»mmr Olver pr fullywa:
e anndern conditiepne In

{(tnlterdd !"nl‘nn.\illdot‘ which Ihn' l\v‘:‘rﬂ.
age eiplaye wucles, nlong with sueh
protective devices ae dyat rllm!u;ga
tHon aystenie, maisturedaden atnies.
phrre, well-lighted, well-ventilnted
ltm!launlfl-t, p:;miq-nt. a decidedivy mope
rvorable plecturs

ey 1 than ia former

“We do, however, ferl that until
we havs the benedl of our axpert-
enca with this clnas of workaera twae
should continue to look upon thosa
who may b expneed to large quan-
tities ol Adust, such as employea
enznged In the opening, pleking,

I

screening and cacding, as risks to
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Just about 50 of these handson .
ern-seal-dyed coney, Beaver-dy+

cul, Lapin, Leopard cat, Ri + .
other furs in the group.
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cagpartated  awarking in Aur as-
: bistes plant for so ahort & period
ay Spivak elnime,
- Iecords Onoted,

Bpivak quotes thse te<timeny of
a Negro ehout “lint from aeheatos
in you: Junge” It Spivak actually
rot that tertimony then that same
Negro  aleo lprob:sh!y believes in
vocdoolsni, Ils evidently doesn't
know Negroos. VWhen they refer to
lint in ashestos they mean the
Iarge pariicles of mshestos which is
not injurious to workers' health.

Competent medical  authorities
gre on record that workers will not
coniract asbestosis from lint and
can only become afllicted when they
have & wcakened Jung condlition to
berin with, end then after expostre

d '© . over Jong periods of time to dust

&5y < . with respect
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containing particles less than ten

- microns in size.
With respect to hix statements
: about the siretch-out system, that
.. j« pure’unadulicrated hokum since
. the article refers largely to colored
workers or at least relies on their
testimony. No stretch-out system
-in our asbestos mill has ever been
attempted in any sense of the word
to colored workers.
Approximately a year ago in our
. twisting department, whers white

v-. help is employed, due to lack of
~.% expericnced twister help, we did
>, . &ive operators more spindles to gat
¢ _. Erczler produclion but in so doing
>, ..., the operators carned more money
3, ¢ and not less money, -

Gt Clean Bill of ¥enlth.

£,>  » In 1929 a twister made $18 per
iz,  ‘week for 60 hours, After the code
P twisters earncd §15.74 per week for
T 40 hours. It I8 true that N. R. A,
"~ Investigators, because of such agl-
pod tators as Spivak, did make an in-

~vestigation of the complaint
. against our company known as
. the stretch-out system and the re-
=ult of their investigation is 2 mat.
ter of pubhic record, It gave the
Southern Asbestos Company e
clean hill of health, .

Tihe statements made dy Mr.
Bpivak involving Doctor G. T. Rey
. are absolutely denied by Doctor
i Rey. We are receiving a letter to

3 o>
oz

s

-. .’,
’

712 that effect both os to any knowl-
4" edge in connection with the in-
v, Yormation given in the article or
ir. that he knows of the colored fel-

Jow refcrred to by Mr. Spivak.
We supply each and every work-
. #r In our plant with a respirator

#,.2-: free of charge, including 2 mask
$7" . which is approved by the Govern-
25 "7 ment Burecau of Standards. No
S employe can start work with us
X ". unless he has signed up and agrees
¥ 7, to use the respirator and every one
E of our employes has recelved one.

- No Railroasd Near.
.2 As further evidence of the lack
- of truth or understanding in these
- alleged reporiorial qualities of 8pl-
vak, please be advised that the
- sectinn of Charlotte called “Blue
FHeaven" is far away from any
ralliroad, although he 4alks about
. "We sat for a long time talking
and & freight train load with tex-
tiles and csbestos rattled past.”
R As to the help being colored to
: the extent of 7Y per cent, only 22
. per cent of our employes today are
colored and they are used =2s un-
skilled Inbarers in recelving, ship-
pinc and power house departments.
You _undoubtedly have heard
frore e Charlotte Chamber of
Commerce, who have taken ex-
~ .ception to the article. Now, out of
.4, fairness, we amsk you to reprint
" {his in rensannblv prominent zpace,

- Calliet Misleading,
" We have fclt certain heretofore
that the Philadeiphia Record was
onr of Lhe fine=t journais. How can
you print such misicading propa-
sandn? \We have had incaleulable
expen=e {his first halt (evidence
our statement}) becntter of *walks
Ing delepates” ke Spivak agitate
g and tnvtiing unfounded frnr
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in t\hc poor Negroes' mings, Fair
plav rnd vour ohlizatian te ean-
riructive indnstry in your vicumty

slirabl yequtre vou {o print ths,
Vrery truly L ore.

TAEL LN, MLy siwe v

ve graunted . — e e,

Inquiry Supporicd.

“Our personsal inspeetion of plants
. convinces us that sl those
who are engaged In operations prior
to the szpinning and weaving of
asbestot are subjected to extremely
lnrge quantiliea of dust that mus:,
from $ts natural chemical form,
contein n hirh percentage of in-i
Jurious mnterials. Our conversation
and correspondence with physicians
in these towns bear out to some
extent the unfavorable findings of
our honored investigators nbroad.”

Dr. Rey's denial that he said
precigely what 1 quoted strikes me
as rather sad. I can sccount for it
only as an incident in the life of
a city ofiicial who recants what he
said because of the influence, if not
control, of mill manufacturers over
the city's political life. It is par-
ticularly sad to me because Dr,
Rey's letters regarding masks for
workers are on file at the United
States Department of Health in
Washington.

Now, as to Mr. ¥abel's vehement
dental of the stretch-oul system.
Ot course he wonld deny i}; em-
ployers always do. But, possibly
Mr. Fabel can give us a statement
from' A. ¥. of L. headquarters in
Charlotte, or from Mr. Jackson,
whom I quoted and who was a
member of the N. R, A. board, that
there was no stretch-out system?
I am afrajd a simple denial from a
manufacturer Is not enough. Work-
ers told me otherwlse and though
Mr. Fabel casts aspersions on the
pathetic tales told by Negro
workers, I, who have seen them
coming from the mlils after & day
on the stretch-out, believe them.
Mr. Fabel might also look up the
complaints in the local N. R. A
compliance board in Charlotte
against his company. I saw several
of them.

¥ree ) Respirators.

Mr. Fabel says that he supplies
all his workers with respirators
free of charge. Granted that that
is true, it would be interesting to
know since when these respirators
have becn supplied and how many
compensation actions have been
brought against’ the company for
injuries to health a2s a result of
the absence of these masks or with
the use of these masks.

It is very significant that Mr,
Fabel's company compels each
worker to sign to uss the respirator,
Mr. Fabel knows as well as I that
you make & worker sign to use a
certain object only for the legal
defense of the employer. It js of
no value f{o the worker except to
make it difficult or impossible to
collect compensation should he be-
come {ll ‘despite the respirator.

Lastly, Mr, Fabel denies that
there is a rallroad running near
Blue Heaven s I described it, Un-
fortunately, I do not have & picture
in my possession, but if Mr, Fabel
will visit Blue Heaven, he will be
short-sighted indeed i{ he dges not
see the railroad.

Agitntion Denied.
Me, ¥Fabel harpy on the belief that

my report of what I saw and heard,

will “causs unrest,” that “because
of such agitators as Spivak, N, R,
A. investigators did make en inves-
tigation of the complaint against
our company about the stretch-out
rystem” and that I am “a walking
delopate ngitating and instilling un-
founded fear in the poor Negroes'
minds.”

No, Mr, Fabel, I am not the agl-
tater, Tho agitator is the mill
owner who forces his workers to
Inbor under conditions which arc »
shanie (o this country and to hu-
roanity. AR the agitation in the
world cannot take root where wor -
err are contented, When mill own-
ere will eliminate the eondltions
that T saw and which the workerr
sn tragically descrihad to me, then
veal will have nn fsar of such re-
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SOAPS

Bath {(ablets=1l, pric

Regular 10c, September price 5c cake,
popular scents. Can be assorted if desired, :

Seve

these special boxes,

286 cakes in bhox K
36 cakes in beox : 1.7
Cold cream—white. Rose—pink., Violet—orchi
Carnation—blue, Verbena—ysllow. Palm~-gree

Almond—white,

¥Honfleur cold eream soanp
White, green, blue, peach. 40 cakes
YEealth soap and

1.5

vegetable oil son

Each regularly 50¢ dozer'x.__.20 calies 7o
Mail and phone orders—RIT. 100
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