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. and further studies un exposure and foxic

EPA Will Propose |

Banon Asbestos Use

In Some Products

By Rosgxr E. TaviaR
Swaff Reporter of Tum WarLl STRECT JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — Tbhe Environmental
Protection Agency today plans to propose
phesing out the use of asbestos in several
products, almost 2 year after the agency
reversed liself and shelved a simllar
mave,

The proj calls for an brapedlate,
Yo, oh the rancercausing substance in
giotlung, rooling felt, Goormg felt, felt
backed viny! sheet flooring, vinyl asbestos
ficor yite, cement plpe and fittings, accord-
ing 10 one agency official, Another official
suid the proposad calls for consideriag re-
gricione on gther uses in flve 10 i

TS,

In another controversial policy rever-
sal, the agency scrapped a proposal fo ban
the frull Tipener daminozide. Instead, It
called for modest restrictions on its use

ity. The agency acceded 1o its Bcience Ad-
“wisery Board's conelusion that studies link-
thg the chemical 0 cancer are scientift
rally unreilable.

Daminozide, marketed wnder the trade
pame Alar, Is used on 33% of all appies
produced in the UB. as well 25 on other
foods such as grapes, wimaloes and pea-
wuls. s sole producer 5 Unlroyal Inc's
Unlroval Chemical O, subsidiary,

A Uniroyal Chenscal spokesman sald
the company was “pleased” with the
EPA’s decision, adding, ““We continue to
bellove firmily in the safety of our prod-

Top agency officials said they hope the
ieng-awalled move against asbestos, one of
the most polent and clearly proven causes
ol cancer, will belp the agency regam
same public confidence. But Its cnties
complain that the delay already has been
imojerably long and that they may seeX a
plan that Is stronger or would phase out
the substance's use more quickly. N

»

% osponce

The EPA in 1978 began considering the
phasing out of ashestos use. In mid-1884,
EPA officials decided 1o propose baaning
certain products—Including most of those
bemg reproposed {oday—and phasing out
ashestos mining and bnports, But Reagan
admimistration budpgel office officials, who
review regulalory proposals, opposed the
tule ang urged the EPA 10 lef other agen-
cles consider action on asbesles.

Last Feb, 1, the EPA's deputy adsainls-
trator, James Barnes, announced (hat fed:
eral faw requices the BPA to reler ques-
tions sbout asbeslos regwlation o iwo
other federal agencies with refated anthor-
ity. But ahter this sparked an angry pro

1e51, the agency quickly reversed that legai -~

opinion and begun reviewing a plan
phase out the substance,

On daminozide, the EPA obtained Uni-
royal’s consent to put a label on the prod-
uet vestricting its application rate in most
instances to three pounds per acre from

the eurrent four, and lowering the allow- |

able residue on food products 1o 20 parts
per miltion from the current 30,

‘The company aise agreed to caution
against daminozide's use ou apples for ap

L plesauce. And baby-food manufacturers

have apreed to Hmit the use of products
treated with the chiemical. EPA offieials
said these changes and a correction of
previous overestimates of exposure will re-
duce estimated hwnan exposure by 85%,
The Natura} Resources Defense Coun-
¢il, an environmnental group, charged the
EPA with “shirking s responsiblilly to
provide a safe food supply.” Lawrie Moli,
a sclentist with the group, advocated a ban
ol the chemical, which is absorbed by
plants and can’t be removed by washing or
peeling, She called the caution against
processars’ usa of treated fruft “unenforce-
able,”” and said the applicatien curbs won't

. reduce its use much,

EPA officials promised to consider the
need for further curbs on daminozlde as

. soon as Unireygl completes studies of can-

cer rigks from it and a byproduct known ¥
UMDH, Uniroyal alse will study the cheml-
cal's residues in raw and processed food
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Asbesios
. A /
Gazotio News Sarvices .

WASHINGTON — The U.S. En-
virenmental Protectson Agency
{EPA) will propose 3 total ban on the
import of Canadigh asbesioes today,
agency officials said yesterday,
__The.han is pardof 3 pa
proposed measures aimed at bansh-
T ihe mining and vse.of ashestoy
= WHiCh has been linked to lung can-
{Tper and respratory illnesses — In
re 18 nxec 2. 30-year peniod..

EPA bead Lee M. Thomas will dis-

- Liose detatied proposals st & sched-
ied 18 2.n. news conferencs today.

/8 Al ashestes mported to the U5,
¢ ¢ worth $55 million U5, in 1485 —

{icials zeknowledped, {hough they

did not entertain questions on the ce-

onomic impact on the province,
News of the propbsed ban sur-

row comes from Quebee, the US. of-

prised Ronald Poupart, an aide lo
Premier Robert Bourassa, Boyrassa,
en route to Montreal last night, was
not available Jor comment.

Canadian BEmbassy efficials in

Washinglon 2ls0 scemed surprised
by the move.

Faul Lalieur, trade counsellor for
metals and minerals, said the U5,
“has been inching that way," but
added he had pot known the actiug
swas inminenl.

Lafleur would not or could nnt
give even the roughest estimate of
how many of Quebee’s 3,600 to 3500
ashestos jobs will be lost if Washing-
lon implernents the ban.

The proposals will have to go
ihrough & public review that could
take up to two years o complete,

News of the EPA's proposed ban
came as no surprise to Plerre Cou.

ban scught in U.S.

tombe, an adviser to federal Mines
Minister Bob Layton.

1f the U.S. imposes a total ban on
asbestos products, “it could have
bag influence™ on other countries
which might follow suit, Coulombe

said.

“This, Coulombe said, would de.
stroy Canada's efforts to convinee
the world that asbestos can be used
safely as long as therg is no more
than one ashestos {ibre per cubic
centimetre of alr.

.Canada 18 the world's Jargest us-
begtos exporter. 1L soig 95 per centof
jts total asbestos {ibre production,
weorth $380 mittion 1ULS.) in 1984, to
countries other thun the UK.

Canada agrees with a ban on the
use of asbostos in textiles, Coulombe
said, byt not in brakes, cemant pipes
or insulation boards, ¢

Spsesal. Garetts, CP 3
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uebne will molnt 8 vigorous
jobbying compaign on behelf of the
u&‘b‘;}w’i fudusiry, Reymond Snwfit.
o o rein itls foe

Proposed U.S. |
raises ire of Quebec, Ottawa

‘asbestos ban

wiiat given me the Tonviction thyt 3 SriRRInG water aod ather boverag.
o gcgnm SppOrUIY 10 Dreseat gur | ©5 8078 recummended Bt the ban

SIS W i vy asbasios Ghers in the production
Rrbanroa s OB WIR e £A56 160 cer wein Ad JigUor be Tiired

A 8 T64p
mines, sald yesterday,

Reacting o 'a roeommendation
yusteridany by the WS, Environmens
i Proiction Agenny  that ihe
importing of Connding axbestos be
batined 45 purk of o Heyear plug tu
climinate the mining nnd use of
gvbestas, Mr Savale sald: “Wa
havix 1o tontradiot the dechyion,

“We'll stund up &0d 1o}l the EPA
Jney're misiafuemed. We have 16.
react; v have o react strongly.
We have 1o say 66,

* in Oitaws, Mines Minlsier Robort

» fayton promised thot his departe
ment wil devire sl 13 reacerces o
tobbying agunet the import dus, He
plang {0 moet isdustry, union and
municipal oflicinis (6d3y 10 £0-01¢-
anke Canodi’s responss,

.

Mz, Savora sald thas sinco Quobee , HOWeVEr, the report mide # tlenr
hus introduced new hoalih ang safe.  SIStinction huiween crotidolits, oy

< ty rogulations, the dungers invelved 87 msite ashestas, which B sall

W workingt with pibes shauld e “nrohibited indetintely,»
et Wil wdbesits Fuve bean L0 chrystile arbostos, i
He poinied o three ziudies, I5 AW aide e My, Suvee xoid et
cuding the repurt of Omans'y OMY chirysetis anbestes Iy mioed in
Royal Cunmission on Avbostas, QUEhee.
ugﬁ;}w& 0 M4, 1o shuw Uit by RO TPt sl that exposure
esltsy cun BC wsed salely In acon. STYAOLlE anbiotoy In mining, milk
trofied eRvironmt, ing wad manufacturing sroralions
The Ontarlo reyn} commissien, ffin “woll within fhe Daunds of &
headed by Siefan Duprd, was psipbe  SWCEIY steeptabie industniad risk.
Hshed 1o 1958 alter (ho dingpeery DBUL toNUle  manubiclunng with
that workers at the Johns-Manvifie ShFywiile eshestos “eannet be
Cannda inc. plont i Scarborpugh  tondontd” and “should be bamned’
were dying of asbostesis,
hmah n= dc‘ath ol ﬁ?{ & workers,
L&ﬁf’&'*@?ﬁ;&iﬁd ?nzgemdgiigg Quelive extautiy GO0 ous of

3 ashesios  anpually, and  exporls
from Industrial disease then the Bibeston o 36 per cent uf ity

risk was no groaler than i geoerat
chrysotile manufociuring,

.i»o«:...\.,ﬁ" WY PR A

_Fiyecs by

production = ot gibul $50.miltion
Worih - 16 the Unlied Stntes, Some
2,000 pueple are smployed in the
indugiry,

P Mr. Sovelr raid the problem is
not morely Ui Jons of 15 pur cont of
Quuhue's market, “Thel's not the

» prabiem, Rathes, W 1 that thin i
fpwiher decisn unfiuveruble o
T malionige®
. e sut hewil] e wariong clasaty
with Mr, layion W eourdinite o
lubbylsg siratagy, sng Quubos will
stiznd  the. Infomutional  Lobor

Orpanlration copfotonce gn nsbey. |

+ Joy bt Gunieve in June, H thul cun.
+ forence fkes b nopaive decisdun un

the wis uf asbestos, Pwe'rs In trous -

bie
The Quebee direciar of the United
freciworkers of Amerita sald yos.
weday that 3000 workess ih Quelee
will fose Sheir jubs i the 1.5, Cuv.
femmRm acCeme the EPA rucems
mendatinn und exchuley Coanuding
. - " andintos,
“ff thay han usbestus, if wonld be

unbit it gould he guaranteed st ihe

l
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BY GRAHAN FRASER owe syl entbre Untirie mirong Infeg ey ™ . ’
Stuee Doty noud Mol ‘m:'y,m’:;:), ‘;;;lg;"?scg"z:‘}'&?ﬁ The seport concluded Hmlry ot
QuEnes - - Mr. Loyton H0d reporters, *Tnis Is S99 biwes ere ol hizayous in fosd, .
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terrible for the workers in Guebee, # »
Clement Godbag susd, *Thore are ~
3,000 jubs 6t sinke m the aubestos
M ;&aualry. and they're i in Quee ¢
£,

Severnl thousand asbewos werk.
218 40 the repun hive plready lost
their jnbs over the post docade,
< especially singe (he mirerni way
< finked to Jung pancey, In Washing.
tun,  Canndutn Embassy  offitsal
Poul Lafieur called the EPA dont.
sion disappoiating, and repeated the
Govarmngnt's view thal ssbestos
. . hot é‘ hendth baesrd i it iy properdy
< uzed.
¢ Hie said ihe Ingusiyy, backed by
«ihe Guvornmamt, will e the mnsd
i ous w extimated by (he KPA sxilie
time belors the propown! inkex afs
fett o 1o muke preseritions wibs
United Stales upposing the ban,
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- By BARBARA SERRANO
I The Stockton Record
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A move by the Environmental
Protection Agency to phase out
nearly all asbestos produais in
the next 10 years is nable but
cannot. be easily accompiished
in Stockton, local business lead-
ers and public officials said

_ Thursday.

Stockton has one of the last

* remaining plants that produces

asbestos cement pipes and fitt-

- ings, and school olficials are
- still in the process ol removing

PR

P

the substance from classrooms

and administration buildings.
The IM Manufactering plant

in Stockion expressed concern

- for croployces but was  not
. alarmed by the theeat of discon-

tinuing asbestos in pipe produc

- tion.

“They've been falking about
banning it for & long time,” said
M spokesman Rex Sides

The production of asbestos-
tined pipes already has become
secondary to that of plastic

pipes at the plant. Asbestos-
lined pipes are primarily sold to
contractors and municipalities
for water mains.

Sides said owners bought the
plant in January 1983 when the
Johns-Mansville Corp. filed for
bankruptcy because of suits
from former employees who
said exposure to asbestos had
caused lung cancer.

Jerry Brown, owner of Jerry
Brown Co., a contracting firm
that specializes in the removal
of asbestos, said it “would take
at least 20 contractors and 100
years to remove it all” from
Stockton.

Brown said he believes the
latest EPA crackdown on asbes-
tos will eventually force govern-
men{ ollicials to remove the
substance from all public build-
ings. -

“City and county buildings
have some real problems with
asbestos,” he said.

William Russell, chief of main-
tenance and operations for
Stocklon Unified School Dis-

. Asbestos ban draws local skepticism P

trict, hailed the EPA proposal,
saying “they-should have done
it back in 1936" when asbestos
was first introduced.

SUSD_expects to have all haz-
ardous forms of fibrous asbes-
tos In classroom and hallway
ceilings removed hy the end of |
March. The next step, said Rus-
self, will involve replacing
asbestos-lined boiler pipelines
and boilers.

“The only problem is that it
takes a lot of money,” he said.
*But based on what we're doing,
the schools are going 1o be the
safest place to be”

Tracy banned the luture use
ol asbestos-lined pipes for
water mains last summer whefi
a residenl raised coacerns
about salety.

. Tom Dosh, municipal utilities
director for Stockton. said no

such discussion has been
prompted bere,
*We slill pot In asbesios

pipes. lt's a standard through-
out the ¢ity,” said Dosh,
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