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IRA 1. BROUGCHT 8 ASSOCIATES
CONSULTANTS
1138 COI1SON BUILDING
TOLEDO 4.0HIO

May §, 1957

Mr. Harole Boeschenstein, Presidant
Oweos-Cornlag Fiberglas Corporation
Naticaal Bask Building .
Toledo 4, Chio

[}

Lear Mr, Bocaschenstelin:

Two sericus blows have been dealt by the Asbestos

Workers Union during the past scversl months to the Fiberglas

¢ lodustry. The firat blow was outlined in my lettar of April 28, 1987
which {ndicated that a wage premium had been Jemanded by the
New York local in their wage Degotiation agenda, This, we were
successlul In haviag deleted. The nco-d blow, sad a mors alarm-
ing one, was cealt recently by the uaica duiu thelr Westera JRates
Conlerence hely in Oskland, Callioraia, which was attended by
business agents {rom all over the westaru porticn of the United
Stat:s, In the published minutes of thelr meeting, which was
malled to each of the tweaty thousand nuambaers, fhe following state-
meat was mmade:

“The problems of Asbestcsls and Bllicosis were discussed
at large, stamnming from the repert of Lecal Na. 16, ia
which {t was revealed that elavea mambers passed awny

this year., A large narmber of the man hed delinite symptoms
of the aforemsentioned hazards of our trads, Most of the
locals in atteacance spoks oa this vital subject, Presidemt
Sickles speaking from a=n Ilnterastional paint of view, aaid
the International {8 compiling facts and figures oa this
matier.

President 8ickles stated furthar that the regulstion requir-
ing the companias o furnisd safety squipmant still helds.

The Navy Tard employees explained the salety precautions
taken by the Navy Tards ia regard te this matier. Afl tiis
time a metion was made, seconded sad passed that tha
Iaternational esatiawr to {nvestigats the canses of Asbestasis
and allied Jung ailments caused by {{brous materials, and %o
datermine what measures gun be fouad to conbat sad prevext
these disenses.” !
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The clreulstion of this statement to the wniea member-
ahip will, mo doudt, cause an {acreasing amount of alarm threughout
the country ss o the health hazard, All of this, {a my oplaios,
emphasises the nged for the {mmediate application of recommenda.
tions made in our report of Jencary 15, 1945, Ia a “aui shall™ tha
recommendiations were that avery branch sales offics shoxid b in
{atimate and {requent coptact with all business agents {a thelr sales
Serritory. The relsticaship should be sufliciently close se that the
branch manager or the {adustrial salesmin would scquire immaediate
mowledge of wnrest brewiag in the local which might spread throwgh-
out the United States. All business agents' are either sales assets
or sales liabilities, U the dbusiness agent s a friend of the industrial
salesman, he will {aform him of pending trouble. I my opiniocm,
the faduatrial salesman wharever located should convey an attitucs
of cooperative good will to all businass ageuts aloag with the health
prograc.., If troudble or unrest {s detactad, it should be promptly
reported 8o that remedial steps chn be taken,

Yery truly s,

Irs L. 8reeght
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cc: Mr, Wirkle
Mr, Kessler
Mr. Wright
Mr. Boreh
Mr, Williarms
Xir, Crepps v~
Mr, Mahker
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