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DISTRICT HOSPITAL

 KAMGOORLIE. | o
JheN: LKV, _ Date ... 6th October, 1960 ..
or. D, D lathay,
fhysician,

Public Health Department,
57 tu-ray Street,

PERTH
efci
Dear Dr. letnam,

The Senior Inspector of lines has kindly given
qe a copy of his findings at Wittenoow, Briefly the concentration
of dust in both the mill and the underground workings is shocking.
~he amount of dust falling on the lawn outside.the mill office
would not compare favourably wiih conditions underground in some
gold mines. Silicosis is probably & much greater hazard than we
had imagined and this probably explains why all the men w»bo have
developed abnormal chest x-rays appear to have a aixture of sili-
cosis and asbestosis. )

There was 1little correlation between the read-
ings of the Widget-Iapinger and the Konimeter. The Konimeter
generally aive much higher total particle counts and the Iapinger
higher fibre counts, but the readings were too inconsistent to
give a wortrwhile comparison. The Inspector sugzested thut in-
experience with ihe Izpinger may Lave teen the cause and he feels
th.t i4 is & good instruwent for use at Wittenooa.

The Senior Inspector of liines hag mede many
recouendaticns to she Company und the ilines Department have the
power, under the Lining ~cts, %o see that the dust hazard 1is
eragicated, It reualns for us to keep haamering the health aspect t
m=intsin the sense of urgency regquired.

« preliainary review of the Wittenooa filas,
st.ows how urgens the problea is. It is tco eurly to commit yself,
but I feel that the reneral pictiure is worse than ever.

on completion ¢f ine review I think it would

be « -ood idez to send & copy of all the resualis to the Coampany
for iheir inforaution.

Yours faitrfully,

e

o. &chinlt
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