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On August 19, 1981 I met with Dr. Paul Kc.an
at JM headquarters, 1 first explaincd to him that W
looking for information pertinent to the corcoalmen' detorn.
raised by some of the insurers, and that what T wer o
interested in was the extent of the inturance indystry'
knowledge about the risks of asbestos discasc. Dr. Kotin
stated that he is certain the insurance industry know before
JM about the risks associated with exposure to asbe: tos.
He was very adamant about this, although I am not sire he
really has the facts to back up this conclusicn.

vhen I asked him why he was so sure the irsur. e
industry knew before M, he disw a graph on the blacibr .
in his office. The graph was supposed to show the o« i
of medical information and data known by various grcur:
during the years 1925 through 1980. I will no! tyy to
reproduce this graph here: it suffices to say that ti:
graph shows the insurance incdu,try as the r. ¢ kroeoo
during that entire t:me pericd. followed by goverire o
academia, industry, iand labor, in that ordes . 1T it
thought this graph related to nformation o'« ot

only. bt it be ame pparent a Db, Yotano ot 1




that he was talking about a much nore gener © heody o0
ledge relating to all types of trauma and ¢ abilit

I asked him what a graph for knowlede oo 00 g tee

would look like, he made o few adjusteont C e o

but basically the ranking of the various creoaps i toar
of who was most knowledgeable was the sar - o that fo; 0
more general body of knowledgo.l/

I asked hiwm what his reasons were for think e @ oo
insurance industry was 50 much more knowlcdirahle thoar al.
other segments of the peopulation. For o oo, e o
the insurance indust:sy had a greater oo pneent i,
any other group to put all thc availeble <o, toge Phe s o
get an overview of the situation. He also pointed to !
statement that life insurance companies woul:l not inui::
ashestos workers, and fiald this statemnent, made very ¢ oo

on, shows that the insurers® conccalment de!onte i "
2/
sense”.,
Another reason Dy. Kotin belicver “he dpnsuia.

industry knew about the risks belore IJM ir ¢t the

companies were in the business of offerinag alv. e oo
bl 4 . piintivai AR A SRS A . Tt

1/ I do not know how murch Dr. Ketin really ¢honaght b
the conclusion represented by hic graph. 1 oy e o
writing a book on the history of environm.ntal ono

schence, including occupational health, - ° =

this graph is »ased or consideritle e oie 5 0
did get the impressior, hovever. as he oo o o
to a large coxtent he ~as doing t "off ef. 4}

2/ Moffman is the fellow who w.ote the 1opn | {0 1!
jurcau of Labor Statiztics in 1118 on i 8ty
tory Diseases in Dusty Trate: Boatin satdd 5 s

was with Metrooolitan 1. te Tasg aave Coanpoany




occcupational health and controlling risks. He svggestes thol
we could probably get the insurance companic s 1o admit thi .
in the following fashion: Dr. Kotin is writing a book on the
history of environmental and medical science, including
occupational health. 1f we gave him a lint of the biin
indemnity carriers, he could writc to them in connectyo Wit
that project and ask them something to the eifect of who

did they begin giving advice on occupational discasc. [ &d
not comment On his suggested procedure, but 1 would be bt
concerned about pr. Kotin going off on his own and doin}
this sort of thing without our knowledge, even if 4 thoaght
he would get something useful in reply.} Dr. Kotin sal?l

any other vprofessor type", for example Smukler oOr tiade!l .
(two of the doctors Kotin mention2d to RSV during an earlier
jnterview as potential medical exoerts} could do the sem”
thing.

1 asked Dr. Kotin if he knevw the names of any books
or periodicals with which insurance company doctors or safety
engineers would have been familiur that would have given
them information about the risks of asbestos discase. Dy .
Kotin then tock me to the book rcrom of the HS5&E librar
(see description in memorandum at.out discussicn with Janet
McGrath) and began pulling bockt off the evnlves fL00
guickly for me to get the names of all of then). Pr.  ih
suggested having someone 9o thr>ugh all these bocks ani Inok
for references tO nghestos discare. ¢namo of the v w1 ”

published procedinas of conferc::es, and M. gatyrg e e



also Jooking for references Lo who has attended those .-
ferences. Dr. Kotin says that he has been trying to ge t

from the New York Academy of Sciences a 1ist of the att- o
at the Selikoff Conference, but that so far they have @ «n
unable to come up with any records of who attended tha!: con-
ference. Dr. Kotin mentioned some books on industrial
hygiene and occupational health that he thought insurar.ce
company personnel would have been familiar with:

l. Best's Safety Directory - the one he showd

me was the 1973 edition, but Dr. Kotin said this dircctory
dates back 25-35 years. It lists products, the availat)lity
of consultants on various occupational diseases, ctc. rThis
is one of the places where insuraice companies advertir-
their expertise and willingness t» offer advice on indis-
trial hygiene and occupational health.

2. Patty's Industrial Hygiene and Toxicolog) -

Dr. Kotin showed me a relatively recent edition, editer by
Louis and Lester Cralley. The ficst edition of this bcok
came out some 40 years ago.

3. Two books referred "o by Kotin as Sappincton
and Johnstone - Dr. Kotin had trese books in his home Iibrary
so could not give me the titles. These were apparentl,
publishad in the late 1930s. He nays all old-r schord) oo
public health--for cxample, Johrs -Hopkins, Hizvard--would)
have these o0ld editions.

Dr. Kotin suggrsted wi ook 10 sucrh Looke e

thapters writter by Jisurasce cof any persesns 1. e



made reterence to the Registrar of Factorijuve Annval Koo
published in the United Kingdom. Dr. Koti:n believey 1.
insurance companies must have been aware ol these, beo.ow
for a long time they were the only syntrratic effort t
record data on industrial mortality doe to ashenton

1 did not have an opportunity to review the o ows
pr. Kotin showed me in any detail but think it would bt
advisable to obtain copies of them and review them further.

pr. Kotin also suggested checking the insurarce
companies® annual reports, vwhich he says would indicate that
they held themselves out a3 experts or offeicd aduice on
industrial hygiene and occupational dineasue..

1 reminded him that ne had mentinned to Venn no
that he has materials indicating that the insurance conpanies
held themselves out as more knowledgeable than their i.cureds
on subjects such as occupat ional hazards, and offered .o
gell information about saoch thinms. I asked him if, o hea
than the materials he had alread, mentiorrad to me, e 13l
anything else along thes: lines. He said no, that the r.trri.
he had mentioned to me al-eady wcre the ones he had in minl,

1 asked Dr. Kotin if he knew any Ppouy ren ¢oTp
personnel (for example, doctors ¢r industrial hyoiene w708
who might be able to tell us more about the exteont ¢ f
{nsurance company knowledge of the risks of aloentos. e
apparently does not know that rary pennle vonnocta i,
insurance industry, but he Aid 3 ve me the v =i of L

following people c«ne of whom vt assoriatoal wiihoo



company :

1. Jean Stellman (sp?} - used to be occupat onal
health director of the 0Oil, Chemical and Atomic Worker:
Union [query whether this association would make her some-
what hostile toward JM?].

2. Louis and Lester Cralley.

3. Howard Ayer - formerly chief of industrial
hygiene for the federal govemmment, with particular erphanis
on asbestos. Ayer is now at the University of Cincinmali
school of Medicine,

4. EA Lew - formerly chief actuary for Mt roproli-
tan Life Insurance Company. Dr. Kotin thinks he now lives
in Florida. A copy of Who's Who biographical summary for
fdward Lew is attached.

5. FordeMclver - my notes do not indicate vhat
McIver's area of expertise is, cther than that he tra:ned
under Kenneth Lynch, and is at tne University of South
carclina at Charleston. His address is 172 Cannon S5t ect,
Charleston, South Carol:na 29402, and his phone numbe’ in
(803) 577-60L30.

Dr. Kotin feels these people, as well as most
other professionals, would be hesitant to talk to lawyers,
at least at first. He feels it is better to havs sor:nne
in their own field (eithar Dr. Fotin or sormecone he cat narel
contact them if we are interected in talking to them.

1 asked Dr. Kotin if American doctors generally

followed foreign medical literature. e said ne, Alerican




doctors generally did not and do not follo« fereian 17 -
ture, except perhaps Lancet.

Remebering something 1 read 1, #1116, w0
Commission Confercnce transcripl, in which nomeone s
discase would not appear until a year or nmore after e«
to ashestos dust, I asked him how long it had been knewn
that asbestos related disease generally has a Jong late -
period. He replied that it had only been in the laot
Years or so that we have become sure of the lorg laten
pericd of asbestos cdisease, although 3t had previosy

suspected. .
Finally, I asked Dr. kotin if he had had an
oppoxtunity to annotate the Asbes:os Litigation Reports ;
bibliography given to him by Venning. He said he had 1.+,
and it was obvious that he 1id nor wish to go over it vt
me at that time, nor does he consider it particularly ! ..
on his list of priorities. He reueated a corm nl he !
made earlier, that he did not hive a senae of the ar
of this project (meaning, I beliere, the conce. 1wt |
project, not just the specific project of arce ot atin 1

Asbestos Litigation Reporter bitl ography). ' ¢ha

this lack of a sense of urgency wtich ~aureld » o ¢
somewhat general and unfocusrd {5 his - © 4
tions. MHe does not realize how frpart .0 b . s,
than making a concerled effort t 0 dig ot o - o

pontible, he rorsponds ol oo ner o0 s i e,
Procvey anrecera. e o Dbt Ler 0
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pooable, he responde with general and aaadd, ot
¢ Vivsry ancwers . e naght make oo ot an eftory o

of suitable dinfluence whom he knowa well drprecasd ue o0

Sy

the importance of the insurance litigation, @lthongh ne

that he is retired, even that may not be gufficient Lo duivest

hig attention from other projects.

ccs RSV
&NG




