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Chemical indusiey cfficials say it would
be imporsie 10 comply with a proposcd
new fedoral regulation that weould ban
the expusute of workers to any detectable,
level of vimk ehioride, a suspected cans
cor proqducin gas,

The premosed regelation, distlosed yos.
m Washington by the Qceupation-
afely  and  heal %th  Administration
t("~i!\J of the US. Labor Deparlment, is

scheduled 1o he implemented as soon a3
Ju!_v, accotdeng to on OSIIA spokestan,

News of tiie OMHA decision to press for
the Bun, proviensly recomurended by sev.
cral ajenevics of the US. Department of
Moalth,  Iltlrectd and Welfure, has
t!':‘n.m the and: into .urmo:l bireause
o chioruade is a basic raw material of
much of Lhe plasiics industry.

induestry off:cialy elaim that the tech-
does pot exol that would permit
oo levels 40 be rcd acerd to less than
deteltohle imvels in a manufas tering s
ativn. They say that providing major ad-

1y pessimistic on vinyl-chloride

dmunnl safeguards would 21s0 be impes-
sibie bu.m;e vf the huge expense b
volved, ;

Adoption of the OSIHA rccommmda-
tion “would blow the industry out of th
ball pack.
mon for the Goudyear Tire & Il.lb"n:- Ca.,
a major com). 'Hor in the incastry “1{
will bu impussibie to con

Oser chemicel-indusiey
said the same thing in intery m-'.:. over the
pzst moath, bt they have detlined to
make thewr commments publicly,

Concern aboul thc dangers of vinyvl
chloride has cscalited sluoply since the
first of liie year, when the B, F. Goodrich
Co. admitled thot several workers ot its
Bells La |"m|. in ‘Loubseille died of
angiosarcama, » rare carcer of the liver.
Previcusly, \m.cc::'. sbout the chemion!
was primarily hoauted 19 a variety of re-
parts in trade amid medical journals, re-
porls 1bat the l!‘ldt-:ir\' has repeatedly
s2id have not beer conclusive,

“Binve then' 15 confirmed anglesarcoma
cares amwong chemical workers have been
reperted, Iaif of than at th Louisville
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under a recently a‘M'cd

Goodrich plant. At least ene of :!:e deaths g c"'cr:-::'. ¥
occurred as eariy as 1954, Two cof the stasdard that reduced the. maximum a!-
seven Goedrich workers are still 2lis Icv"a“c exposure N tem 300 parts
amd 2re being treated for the discase. _of the gas per milllea pants of 2ir to 50
The OSIHA recenmenidction that “no !‘---55-
detectahle level™ of the gas be permitied [ dustry n!ﬁriﬂs Pr it':l‘c‘.\' admi;,
in work places would mean the indusiry
uﬂu!d Lave to adopt a wide-rangicg list
nt osafely rutes to hoth pedure
ting exposuee levels and 1o moni-
tor t!.c W i‘rl.t:'-' feveis and haoaith vondis
tiens of ticir urn;)lu.c

that ¢ :

..n-'

SUTKT -\

“No detectable level™ of vinsl eit? n"--I-'
is generally conecidered 1o he a tevel of
lcs; than one p rl of the gas por miltt
parts of air. \cro.cs':: o intus

ciuis, .

doveln
o aprnrench
tinueus .1'\"1%... .;: :::' sa minute a glan.
iy could take more maney than the in.
dustry can provide. They say the radi-
tional sclling point of most plasiies has
been their Pe.!.vr'\!l;.' low ¢ost, and that
crs and censumers wouid have to
the brunt of any :naior new safvy

i f:'.‘.': vinyl ¢ orI\.. 223
2 '1l"‘th ci nan

§eo I\!?“‘TI‘\
sach pase, col 2. tisds gection

i:::i::s:r}' is woerking
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('nn(ilmcd From I'arze Ope

monnting pressures 1o ban vinyl chlopide

as o propeflant in aecosel spravs, manv
«of which are used by consumers in such

products as hair sprays and ansecticides,

Today, a spokesman for Goodrich saild
its exposure level at the Rells Lane plant
is currently averaging bLetween 15 and
IR parls per million parts of air

However, he conceded there may be
higher concentrations from time to tine
bhoeause of cquiptnent failures. Workers
in the plant have repoited that they have
had to wear respiratois, a velalively new
safely preeaution adopted by Gondrich
whenever the exposure levels rise above
50 parts per million.

The Goudyear spokesman said he did
not krow what the conipany's response
“would be to the OSHA proposal disclosed
yesterday, heeavse the firm has not seen
the OsHA recommendation He also said
he could not speculate whether the firm
could comply with a standard of “nou de-
tectable level®

Spokesmen for other firmz, however,
were less roserved in their reactions.,

Dr. T. R, Torkeison of the Dow Chemn-
ical Co, head of an invesuuative proup
working on the vinvl-chioride nrobira for
tue Manufacturing Chemists Ashociation,
a trade group, said it would be “very,
very diffieult” to comply with the OSHA
recommendation,  espccially  at  older
chemical plants.

While he stressed that he is a hinln:.isl
amd not a prodaction expert, he said i1
his undesstanding that “in time™ a nun.
detectable Jevel could be reachod, “but
whether it could be done on an cconomies
ally justified basis 15 another question.”

A spokesman for anather firm, who
asked not to be identified, s:dd first that &
+ nomietectable level i5 “wnaltainable”
adding “or if it is, nubody could afford to
buy what we're making.”

Vinyl chloride and polyvinyl chloride
are hoth large-volume, go werally taw-cozt
products, despite recent wholesale price
increases. Various grades of pulyvinyl
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chlotide recontly have been sclling for 18
to 20 cents o pound.

Certain 1o be g key point of dispute
when the O\ reenmimendation comes
up for an espected public hearing in the
latter hall of June is i controversial Mro-
vision in o report that the exhaust air
from the chemieal plants “shall not Le
discharged . . L undess decontaminated.”

The report, prepared by the 118, Public
Health Service, the Cemter Jor Disease
Control ud the Natiopal Institute for Qc-
cupationel Safety and Health alvo recom.
mended tha there e no detectable lovels
of exposure and said all exhiust be decun-
taminated whether exhausled inside or
outside the chirneal plants,

No effective methml, offivials say

This point becomnes  eritizal hecanse
most of the plants that in recent months
itave sharplry cut Wheir roncenteations of
vinxl ehlarige have dane so by eahaust-
ing the air out of the plant and, aecording
to industry officials, (here cureently s
ne  effeddive,  ceonumically  feasible
method of decontaminating thut much air.

Ope  fmdustry expert clammed that a
rough calewiation showed that hurning
off the vinyl chlnride residue from Lhe
cxhaust atr at all the plants in the eountry
would take more natural ras tn {uel the
process than exists in the nation.

A second method, carbonaserubbing,
or passing the ar theough charcoval, has
not been tound fully effective as yet, ac-
¢ording 10 the rndustry spokesman.

At the present, there are no companies
known to be decontaminating the wr that
pur~es from the vinyl chlorde and poiy-
vinyl cioride plants, they sand.

A Goodrich spokesman has declined
te say what the levels of exposure have
been outside the plant. The plant in re-
cent months has restly improved its ven-
tilation systemn, sueking the aie ont of the
plant contipuovsty Trom the areas where
Ingh concentralions of viny!l chlotide are
apt 1o buid up.
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